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1. Opening of the meeting

The 27th meeting of the EFIS Maintenance Group was held 12-13 April 2011 at ECO’s premises. 

The meeting was attended by 19 participants from 14 administrations and the ECO. The list of participants is published separately as annex 2 of these minutes.
2. Approval of the Agenda 

The draft agenda was approved with a couple of changes. Under AOB two additional items were added: Information on the RSPG review of spectrum use and a discussion of the search structure and presentation of the data in EFIS.

The agenda, doc EFISMG(11)01 Rev 3 is attached at annex 1.
3. Minutes of the 26th meeting

The minutes of the previous meeting of the EFIS MG, doc EFIS/MG(10)34 Rev 1, had been approved by the usual procedure (draft minutes for approval sent out with two weeks for comments). The list of data fields in EFIS requested under section 5 in these minutes was published as doc EFISMG(1)INFO 1 to this meeting. The other issues (Report on TRA-ECS and Draft report to the ECC) would be dealt with later in this meeting. 
4. Report from WG FM

The excerpt of the minutes of the WGFM meeting in Jan-Feb 2011 concerning the establishment of the correspondence group in EFIS/MG on the revision of Annex 2 of the EFIS Decision (ECC/DEC(01)03), the new ECC Report providing guidance on the interpretation of the ECC/DEC(01)03 requirements, the work on the report on TRA-ECS and the meeting of the correspondence group on the future use and objective of the ECA Table adjacent with a meeting of EFIS MG (23 and 24 Nov 2010, respectively) was noted by the EFIS/MG.

5. Report from ECC
The excerpt of the minutes from the February 2011 meeting of the ECC concerned the conclusions of the replies to the ECO questionnaire on the future use and objective of the ECA Table (ECC(11)002R1 Annex 6R1). A draft revision of the ERC Report 25 will be presented for Public Consultation during the next WGFM meeting. The ECC stated in the report that this is an issue handled by the CG ECA/WGFM. 

The document was noted by the EFIS/MG.
6. Update on the status of EFIS

6.1 Status report on EFIS software
The chairman presented doc EFISMG(11)04 Rev 1, a status report on the EFIS system and software. Two new versions of the software had been implemented since the last meeting (24 Nov 2010, Mainz).
Also, the chairman mentioned that the first stage of the merger of ECA into EFIS was well under way. A script for the transfer of data and a basic web interface for testing was almost complete, and data transfer was expected to take place this week after which any necessary adjustments to the terms would be made.

Some of the administrations represented inquired into the new search structure for EFIS (as implemented in version 3.3) and the term hierarchy principle (introduced in v. 3.4). It was decided to have a discussion of these issues under AOB on the following day. 

6.2 Tour de Table

Austria: RoU information had been updated. During the next couple of days an update of part of the national table and radio interfaces would be made. The national table would be updated during the summer and uploaded to EFIS end of the year/start of the next year.
Czech Republic: Started import of national data into EFIS last week. Some problems had been experienced in upload (discussed after the meeting with the chairman).
Denmark: Up-to-date apart from TRA-ECS entries. Some problems with radio interfaces containing diagrams had been experienced. ECO replied that this would be looked into.
Estonia:  New national plan was approved in March and will soon be uploaded in EFIS. Interfaces have been notified to the Commission and will be uploaded in EFIS May-June.

Finland: Up-to-date, will updated again after the summer holidays.
France: New data will be uploaded end of this month or in May. Also RIS and RoU info will be updated and new documents uploaded.
Germany: The new application plan is in public consultation. Table will be updated in EFIS middle/end of the year.
Hungary: New table of frequency allocations and applications will be under acceptance process until the end of the year.  
Luxembourg:  Adopted new frequency plan in January this year. The national website will be updated with this information, and the update in EFIS made in coordination with this (in about one month). Some tests carried out with interfaces (NB! Therefore only few represented in the statistics in doc 04 Rev 1). 418 interfaces have been re-uploaded after  the tests have finished. 
Portugal: The update of the national table is currently undergoing public consultation. Only RoU information had been updated. Portugal has approx 1000 interfaces, which will be uploaded when ready.
Slovakia: New national table approved at the end of last year. Upload of interfaces and RoU info goes on continuously.
Spain:  Update of the national data in EFIS will be made shortly, will include RoU info. More information will be included in the national frequency table, incl free services.
Sweden: Experiencing problems with XML file upload (possibly due to new national system feeding EFIS. (Post-meeting note: Problem solved during the meeting.)
Switzerland: Has uploaded allocations, applications and interfaces, no RoU information. Hope to be able to do this year.
The same applies to Liechtenstein.

UK: National allocation updated last year. In a couple of months interfaces will be updated. 
7. Review of ECC Decision (01)03 – in particular Annex 2
Paul Chapman (UK) presented doc EFISMG(11)06, with annexes 1&2, on behalf of the working group on Annex 2, established at the Mainz meeting in Nov 2010.
In addition to this, André Meysembourg, Luxembourg, presented a document on discrepancies found between the ECC/DEC/(01)03 (current version, June 2010) and the list of applications in EFIS.

The various proposals of the WG on Annex 2, and the discrepancies found by Luxembourg, were discussed by the meeting. A number of proposals for changes were approved by the group. These will be forwarded to the next WGFM meeting together with the EFIS/MG progress report. The complete Decision ECC/DEC/(01)03, with the changes to Annex 2 of the Decision agreed by the EFIS/MG marked up, is published separately as Annex 3 to these minutes.
The chairman said that the list of applications would be checked against the list in Annex 2 of the EFIS Decision. Any missing applications in EFIS would be inserted. Obsolete terms would be marked with an asterisk to indicate that it should no longer be used by administrations when updating their national entries in EFIS.
8. Further development of EFIS (incl merger of ECA into EFIS)
Thomas Weber (ECO) presented documents EFISMG(11)05. 
He said ECO had marked up the ECA table with the latest information from Decisions, Recommendations and also standards. The revised ECA (ERC Report 25) will be submitted to the next WGFM meeting for approval for public consultation..
He mentioned that ETSI had requested an Excel version of ECA – currently it is available in a pdf version.
On the ECA-EFIS merger he underlined that the most important decision is that the same terminology should be used in ECA as in EFIS – i.e. only applications as listed in the EFIS Dec Annex 2 may be used.
Germany asked whether the ‘new’ ECA in EFIS would still be comparable with other tables in EFIS on frequency bands?
ECO confirmed that this would be the case.


9. Creation of a new ECC Report on guidance on the interpretation of ECC/DEC/(01)03 requirements
A drafting group (with participation of Finland, France, Germany, Luxembourg, Slovakia, Sweden, Switzerland, UK and Thomas Weber (ECO) had met earlier in the day to discuss this issue.

Thomas Weber briefly informed the meeting of the outcome of the discussion in the drafting group about the objectives of the ECC report providing guidance:

· The drafting group agreed to focus on radio interface information and right of use information in EFIS for the planned report while noting that the other parts, allocations and applications, show much less discrepancies and are actually fully used by the administrations;

· that the report should include statistics, the EFIS user manual, inform about the real mandatory requirements under annex 1 (radio interfaces) and annex 2 (right-of-use) of the EC Decision on EFIS. The intentions of annex 2 were to focus on the major economic bands;

· The report should highlight different successful demonstrations how administrations have fulfilled the requirements of the decision, e.g. by providing links to their national database implementations or by providing all information in EFIS directly;
· That the contact provided in EFIS for right-of-use information can also be a contact from the NRA;

· Radio interfaces: provide examples about positive restrictions, differences in application of the R&TTE directive (e.g. PPDR), or specific national specifications (e.g. FS antenna rules), PMR tuning ranges, where national radio interfaces can provide additional information to the information available in EC / ECC Decisions and Recommendations and the Harmonised Standards. 

· Consider a RIS implementation account in EFIS (a place where all RIS implementations could be made available) and consider a proposal to WGFM at a later stage;

The first draft report is to be made available before the WGFM meeting via the EFIS reflector.

The ECC report is now expected for submission to WGFM for the October 2011 meeting. 

This delay also takes into account the delayed R&TTE-D revision process (affecting possible requirement regarding the national radio interfaces) as well as the end of the RIS implementation trial period at the end of 2011.

10. Creation of a report on TRA-ECS
Thomas Weber introduced doc (11)07. In accordance with the MG’s decision at the Mainz meeting in November 2010 that ECO should conduct an inventory search around mid March 2011, a mail with the results of the search was distributed to the group 21 March 2011. 

Due to the limited number of countries having published information in EFIS with the term TRA-ECS, the March inventory concluded that there was no suggestion regarding the relevance of the term to the DocDB or ECA.

Thomas Weber told the group that it was necessary to decide how to proceed with the issue and in what format.

Germany said that there had been no instruction to the EFIS/MG from the WGFM to make a report. WGFM has merely asked the MG to look at the issue. Germany therefore proposed that a short input document be prepared for the next WGFM, just for information. The report could highlight the relevant frequency bands, mention no of entries and number of countries having used the term in EFIS. 

Austria said that an upload of a file containing also bands with the TRA-ECS term had been attempted yesterday (but had failed).

Sweden would also within the next 2-3 weeks upload a new frequency plan containing bands using the TRA-ECS term.

Also Denmark and the Czech Republic were also going to use the term when uploading.
Thomas Weber told the group that an update of the status report would be made approx. one week before the next WGFM meeting. He would take into account updated information from the EFIS as well as indications from administrations about the planned usage for the term TRA-ECS.
11.  AOB
11.1
RSPG Working Group on Review of Spectrum Use (doc INFO 02)

Germany provided an input document (published as Info 02 post-meeting), with information from the Working Group’s 1st meeting 6 April 2011. The meeting should discuss and provide ideas how to collect information for frequency bands 300 MHz to 5 GHz, and also to indicate how it could be defined whether a frequency band is efficiently used, taking into account sharing, economic, environmental and social values. 

The task of the Working Group is to provide by the end of the year an opinion as to how this can de defined.

In October a consultant would start a study with the same task as the group and in close cooperation with this.

The next meeting of the WG will take place in Dublin on 17 May 2011.

Thomas Weber told the MG that ECO has recently made and published quite a number of questionnaires, some geared more towards industry than administrations. The results had been quite satisfactory and the concept of collecting market information has been successfully demonstrated. He said that ECO has found a good way to collect information; however, counting, summarizing and analyzing feedback is quite a substantial task. Perhaps multiple choice questionnaires and the use of online-questionnaires could be considered, or division of the questions into main and sub-questions, but neither of these options was optimal.
Germany pointed out that the group was not tasked with collecting information, only to provide an opinion how to collect it.
11.2
EFIS term hierarchy, search and database structure (docs INFO 3a, 3b)

This issue had been brought up earlier in the meeting in connection with the presentation of updates to the software.
Paul Chapman (UK) and André Meysembourg (LU) provided presentations as background for the discussion.

It was agreed that the current search facility – and display – needed to be modified to fulfil the principles of EFIS.

The MG agreed that 

1 it should be possible to start a search also from Layers 2 and 3, not only  just Layer 1

2 when an application term had been chosen, regardless of the Layer, all entries in EFIS containing that application term should be displayed, including entries with duplicate terms (and different parent terms).
The chairman said that as previously mentioned under the presentation of the current status of EFIS a ‘help’ button/function would be implemented for the search and comparison of allocations and applications, providing a user-friendly overview of existing terms.

The MG supported the implementation of such a feature in addition to the changes agreed.
12. Date and place of the next meeting

The next meeting of the group will be held in Prague, at the kind invitation of the Czech Telecommunication Office. The group agreed on the following dates for the meeting: 21-22 September 2011.

The chairman thanked Mrs Olga Mullerova, the Czech delegate, for making it possible to have the meeting in Prague.
13. Closure of the meeting

The chairman informed the meeting that the draft minutes would be submitted to the participants for approval before Easter. The revised Annex 2, with the agreed proposal for changes marked up, would be attached to the draft minutes. 

The chairman thanked the delegates for their attendance and active participation at the meeting and wished to them a safe journey home. 
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3. Annex 2 of the ECC/DEC/(01)03 with agreed changes marked up (published as separate document)
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