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1. Introduction

This report covers the period from March 2009 (the time of the CEPT’s Extraordinary Assembly, which established the present Presidency Arrangements), to October 2011.

The primary focus for Com-ITU has been the preparations for ITU Conferences (except the R-sector) and the ITU Council.  

2. Organisation

The Com-ITU was established by the CEPT Extraordinary Assembly in March 2009 replacing the WG ITU.  The work is managed by the Plenary meeting, normally held three – four times per year.  The Office provides support for the web, the document server and, during conferences, an electronic document and messaging system.

The Com-ITU has decided not to establish any Working Groups.  Project Teams are established when required.  Project Teams were established for the preparations of the ITU Conferences in 2010. For the preparations of the Conferences in 2012 it has been decided not to establish any Project Teams.  The main reason has been to limit the resources needed by administrations needed to follow the work of Com-ITU by reducing the number of meetings. 

Since March 2009 the Com-ITU has held Plenary meetings in Cluj, Helsinki, Istanbul, Lisbon, Madrid, Vilnius, Warsaw hosted by the administrations and in Copenhagen hosted by the Office.

Com-ITU adopted the first set of Rules of Procedures in 2009. The rules were based, as far as possible, on the ECC RoP in order to align the work between the two committees.  Also the rules for European Common Proposals (ECP) and CEPT coordination during ITU Conferences are aligned with the ones used by ECC:

3. External Relations

Before the establishment of Com-ITU there already existed a Letter of Understanding (LoU) between ETSI and WG-ITU.  The cooperation with ETSI has continued based on that LoU. 

Com-ITU has concluded LoU with the Digital Europe, ESOA, ETNO and GSM Association.  This allows the organisations to participate on a regular basis in the work of Com-ITU and also provides an opportunity for Com-ITU to receive input from stakeholders on the different issues discussed in ITU.

ITU normally participate in the Com-ITU meetings as an observer. This provides an opportunity for exchange of information between the organisations on a regular basis.

The Com-ITU Chairman attended the Heads of Administrations meeting of the RCC in November 2010 together with the ECC Chairman. He also attended a meeting of the Arab Group preparing for PP-10 in Damascus 2010. Representatives of Com-ITU have also participated in meetings of the APT and the ATU preparing for PP-10.

The Chairman of Com-ITU regularly participates in meetings of ECC informing about the on-going work in Com-ITU and ITU of interest for ECC. He has also attended one meeting of CERP informing about the Com-ITU work with focus on the preparations for ITU Conferences. 


4. Preparation for the ITU conferences in 2010

During the period 2009 – 2012 the Com-ITU has prepared for the 2010 Plenipotentiary Conference (PP-10) and the 2010 World Telecommunication Development Conference (WTDC-10). 

The preparations for WTDC-10 was done in one Project Team  dedicated  to WTDC-preparations and the preparations for PP-10 was done in three Project Teams dealing with revisions to the CS /CV, financial and personnel matter and  internet and other issues. 

The Project Teams for both conferences prepared draft European Common Proposals (ECP) and CEPT Briefs for the two conferences. The final approval of the proposals took place at the plenary meetings of Com-ITU.

CEPT coordination meetings took place at numerous occasions both at the WTDC-10 and PP-10. A separate report on the preparations for and result of PP-10 was developed within Com-ITU.  

5. Preparation for the ITU conferences in 2012

The Com-ITU has started the preparations for the 2012 World Telecommunications Standardisation Conference (WTSA-12) and the World Conference on International Telecommunications (WCIT) that will also take place in 2012. The preparations for both conferences are done in Com-ITU without the establishment of dedicated Project Teams.

One of the more important issues for WTSA-12 would be the structure of ITU-T study groups for the study period 2012-2016 taking into account the rapid changes in the standardisation area and the “competition” in new standardisation fora outside the ITU.

WCIT-12 will revise the International Telecommunications Regulations (ITR) which date from 1988. ITR is one of the two administrative regulations within ITU.  The existing ITR are “out-of-date” and need to be reviewed.  The Com-ITU has established a number of principles for the future preparations for WCIT-12:

· General compliance with the key principles indicated in CEPT Contribution 35
· Consistency with the Preamble and Article 1 of the ITU Constitution (CS)
· Consistency with International agreements / legislation adopted by CEPT members
· Areas related to Member States' application of legal or policy principles which are within their sovereign rights 
· Exclusion of areas not related to the Purpose and Scope of the ITRs 

6. Preparation for the ITU Council

Another task for Com-ITU is the preparations for ITU Council and the Council Working Groups (CWG).  The Council meets once per year and the CWG two-three times per year. 

Com-ITU allows for an exchange of views between Council members and non-Council members on many of the issues to be discussed at the Council meetings. Normally this exchange of view is done the day before the Council meeting on an informal basis.  Com-ITU also provides an opportunity to prepare for and exchange views on the work of the CWG. When this is not possible at Com-ITU meetings the CEPT coordinator for the specific group normally arranges a short coordination meeting during the CWG.

7. Electronic Methods of Working

The Com-ITU has followed the development of electronic working methods by the Office.  These methods complement existing electronic working tools,  including the use of e-mail reflectors, the website-based document server and calendar planning.

The Com-ITU will continue to monitor and encourage its use of Electronic Methods of Working
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