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7. Decisions on ECC Decisions in progress, newly proposed or under review and other issues from the subordinate bodies

7.1 Actions taken by the subordinate groups on SDR/CR

The Chairman of WG RA introduced section 2 to ECC(11)059 and informed the meeting that the Rapporteur of WS_CG RA reported to the last WG RA meeting that the work will not be finalised by the end of the year and therefore it will continue in WG FM, as decided by the 29th ECC meeting. 

In order to enable the smooth transition of the work, WG RA sent a liaison statement to WG FM suggesting that the rapporteurs of the correspondence groups in WG FM and WG RA exchange information regarding the work that has been done so far and plan the next steps. On 8 November 2011, the Chairman of WG FM informed the Rapporteur of WS_CG RA that WG FM agreed with this proposal and invited him to continue to coordinate the work on database issues within WG FM, in cooperation with the Coordinator of the correspondence group in WG FM.

The Chairman of WG FM informed that the result of the questionnaire on PMSE protection in case of introduction of white space devices (WSD) in the UHF band will be assessed by CG CRS of WG FM and become available in April 2012.

The Chairman of WG SE informed the meeting about the progress made by SE PT 43 on the WI SE43_2 (Further definition of technical and operational requirements for the operation of white space devices in the band 470 - 790 MHz). He highlighted that WG SE agreed that the SE PT 43 output material would consist in a new report complementary to ECC Report 159 following the issues of Chapter 11 of ECC Report 159 (excluding the geo-location part) and in a new report devoted purely to geo-location issues relevant to WSD deployment in the band 470 - 790 MHz. It was highlighted that the plan is to have the SE PT 43 outcome ready for Public Consultation at the next WG SE meeting in March 2012 with a publication expected for the WG SE meeting in September 2012. 

WG SE completed its consideration of the issue of WSD interference into cable head-end receivers in the band 470 - 790 MHz and sent the results to ETSI. The outcome is that the protection of cable head-end receivers within the broadcasting service area might be covered in a similar way as it was done for residential receivers in ECC Report 159. For cable head-end receivers outside the broadcasting service, WG SE concluded that, in line with the guidance from the 29th ECC meeting, this case is a national issue that needs to be addressed by an administration concerned if it so wishes. 

The United Kingdom presented ECC(11)INFO016, containing a set of slides which the United Kingdom presented to a workshop that was organised by the European Commission on “Software Defined Radio and Cognitive Radio standardisation”. The slide set gives an update on United Kingdom activities regarding the possible introduction of White Space Devices in the 470 - 790 MHz through the use of Geo-Location databases. It also gives some views on what areas the United Kingdom think needs to be addressed going forward with regards standardisation activities.

There was some discussion around the information provided in the slides set that the United Kingdom may publish a Voluntary National Specification (VNS) and how this would impact on the role of ETSI going forward with respect to possible harmonised standards activities. The Russian Federation indicated that they were of the view that the development of ETSI standards reflected on slide 24 of ECC(11)INFO016 is rather slow process and this could create difficulty for implementation of CRS in CEPT countries. With this respect the Russian Federation asked if the United Kingdom see the possibility to implement WSD in UHF band without relevant ETSI standards. It was also mentioned that any development at national level should be done without contradiction with EC Directive 98/34/EC.

The United Kingdom indicated it was their preference to have an approved ETSI harmonised standard in place by the time they have completed their legislative process in order to introduce WSD in the 470 - 790 MHz but they are signalling now that they would be prepared to publish a VNS if necessary. The ETSI representative informed the meeting that the timescales involved in publishing a new ETSI Harmonised standard could be as little as 4 or 5 months now that they have merged the one and two step approval process. 

In addition, Switzerland expressed concerns that products designed for the United Kingdom market may cause interference if placed on the market elsewhere within CEPT. They expressed particular concern over the need to protect licence exempt PMSE usage in some countries that may not be covered in the United Kingdom requirements. The United Kingdom explained that the intention behind the geo-location database was to produce requirements that would link the WSD location reporting to a national database for that given location before the WSD was allowed to transmit. If there was no database available within a particular CEPT country then it should be impossible for any WSD device to transmit in that country. 

It was also recognised that even though different CEPT countries may have different licensing and planning criteria with respect to the incumbent services in the 470 - 790 MHz band there was still an opportunity for CEPT to provide guidance on suitable harmonisation requirements. The Chairman requested that the information shall also be made available for further discussion in the CG CRS of WG FM.

The Office had been in an intensive dialogue with the ‘COST TERRA’ project, which had led to a proposal for a second public workshop on cognitive and software defined radio. The ECC SG suggested that the liaison officer to TERRA, the representatives of WG FM and SE PT 43 and related ECO staff are requested to meet and discuss the issue of the proposed tentative workshop with TERRA.

The ECO had started its engagement with other parties (Chairs of FM CG, SE PT 43, and the ECC Secretary) to make this happen. A concept document was embedded in document ECC(11)073, but presently being updated. It was necessary to clarify responsibilities and expectations, notably in relation to the event’s outcomes and subsequent actions. At this stage an important issue to settle was the date; early in May, perhaps the same week as the Steering Group, was a prime candidate. The ECC welcomed the initiative to organise another workshop on CR at this point of time. It was suggested to consider inviting speakers from other EU funded projects, e.g. QOSMOS or QUASAR as well as investigating representation from IETF-PAWS. 

France indicated that the ECC should maintain control of the follow-up to the workshop. The Chairman agreed, with the qualification that that only extends to issues under ECC responsibility.

