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4.4
ECO Bulletin on ongoing/new issues in other regions or organisations

The Director of the Office reported that this review of regulatory activity outside Europe did not suggest any technology-based reasons for new ECC activity.

The items in the bulletin (ECC(11)046) could broadly be regarded as addressing either allocation or band sharing/regulatory issues. The latter included an FCC initiative to develop a generic regulatory framework for signal repeaters (i.e. across more than one service or technology). The progress of setting up geo-location databases as a commercial service for white space devices was also of particular note. 

He noted that an ECC delegation will meet colleagues of the North Americas the following week (see Section 14.1).

Several delegates commented on the FCC’s initiative on signal repeaters. WG FM had considered the issue recently and had concluded it to be a national issue rather than one for European harmonisation. There was some debate about whether the Office should use additional resources also to track relevant standardisation initiatives in the IEEE for the bulletin; there was a general wish to include more information about developments in standardisation organisation.

ETSI raised questions of enforcement and responsibility in the event of interference caused by a transmitter using geo-location database information. 

The Chairman concluded that the bulletin should be forwarded to Working Groups, with the addition of a request in relation to the technical basis of IEEE standards on cognitive radio applications in the “White Spaces”.

The Chairman concluded that the WGs should assess the available information from IEEE on SDR/CR and if considered necessary to amend their work accordingly. He also announced to add the collected questions and topics also with regards to the CR regulation to the agenda of the next cooperation meeting with North America (see Section 14.1).
7. Report from ECC TG5 “ECC Structure”

[…]

Furthermore ECC TG5 proposed to the ECC the following step-by-step approach:

1.
Redistribution of the WG RA activities

2.
Review of the work program of the ECC family

3.
Review the procedure to include new items in the work program

4.
Review the actual structure 

The ECC agreed to close WG RA at the end of the year 2011 after the expiration of the current chairmanship and redistribute its activities to other ECC entities and the Office (see below). 

[…]

Finally the ECC agreed to maintain WGs FM and SE and to redistribute the tasks of WG RA as follows:

[…]
7.
Cognitive radio issues
The WS_CG RA should endeavour to finalise the work until the end of the year. If the work is not finished, it will continue in WG FM.
[…]
[…]

Creation of Forum Groups

In relation to the decision of the ECC made in Section 6.5 about Forum Groups, the ECC invited its Working Groups to consider the creation of Forum Groups within their structure. It is noted that this could be implemented although according to Article 16 of the RoP, the amendments will enter into force only after their final formal approval at the next ECC meeting.

It has been proposed that ECC gives guidance to the Working Group about possible candidates to be converted into FG’s. The following groups have been suggested:

· […]
· FM CG on CRS 

· […]
8. Decisions on ECC Decisions in progress, newly proposed or under review and other issues from the subordinate bodies

8.1 Actions taken by the subordinate groups on SDR/CR

The Chairman of WG FM informed the meeting that his group is considering CRS issues via correspondence and currently WG FM Correspondence Group on CRS is focused on assessing the situation with regard to the introduction of WSD in the UHF band in the future and also to the possible solutions that could be envisaged to ensure protection of PMSE. WG FM agreed to gather this information through a questionnaire with the deadline to answer on 15th September 2011. Some additional activity in this area is expected after receiving information from ETSI on the plan for standardisation of CRS.
The Chairman of WG SE reported about the start of the SE PT 43 activities on the further definition of technical and operational requirements for the operation of White Space Devices in the band 470-790 MHz (SE43_2), in particular on various topics identified in the Section 11 of the ECC Report 159.

The ECC was informed about the requests received by WG SE to study protection rules regarding cable head-end receivers. Cable head-ends are facilities that acquire and distribute video service signals over a cable television system. In many cases, the cable head-end will use an antenna with a high gain mounted high on a tower to receive TV station signals well beyond the station’s service area.

The ECC endorsed the approach proposed by WG SE to develop a preliminary analysis of the impact of this proposal. It was emphasised that the protection should not be considered for cable head-end receivers outside of the broadcasting service area.

The Chairman of WG RA informed that since the 22nd WG RA meeting there had been no new contributions apart from a late document drafted by the Rapporteur. This document introduced content from ECC Report 159 (sections 9 and 11) that the Rapporteur believed was relevant for discussion in the WG RA supplementary report. The document was submitted for information only and will be discussed and commented on by the Correspondence Group on CR.
12. Matters related to European Communications Office, ECO

12.1 New website

The Director introduced ECC(11)048, noting that it gave details of how ECC members and others could give feedback to the Office about the new website. The Office was seeking to resolve some bugs with the site’s operation within the supplier’s warranty period. The Chairman invited the delegates to communicate identified bugs immediately to the Office in order to resolve as many of them as possible within the suppliers warranty period. 

The website included a feature for administrations to nominate a ’Head of Delegation’ for each ECC entity, which gave rights to approve access to protected documents of that entity (’Group Membership’). The Office would shortly write to ECC List B1 (List A where there are gaps in List B1) inviting nomination of ”Heads of Delegation” for each ECC entity on the website.

The Office expected that, when the website had fully replaced the existing site, some 2000 to 4000 users would be registered with the portal; to date only about 600 had done so. On 1st July, as scheduled, the new site would become the only one which was updated, and the only one carrying current meeting documents and event calendar. This should accelerate the rate of sign-up. The Office would close the old site from 1st October, and the old meeting document area would be converted to an archive.

In response to questions, the Director confirmed that the existing website would support handling of the following week’s CPG meeting up to and including its last day on 1st July. He also understood that people who had obtained ‘Group Membership’, i.e. the ability to download protected documents, would automatically receive an e-mail when new documents were uploaded to the server (post-script note: this is presented as an option to users).

The Director then drew attention to ECC(11)INFO12, which gave an update of developments in Electronic Working Methods facilitated by the Office. The Office routinely reported in this way to WG RA, and the Chairman agreed that some form of reporting to ECC would be necessary in future, after WG RA’s closure in September.

The meeting discussed the future use of the software tool for electronic meeting participation in meetings. Delegates stressed the benefits of maintaining commonality with platforms used by other organisations, especially ETSI and ITU.
12.4 ECO activities on research projects

The Document ECC(11)051 gave an update on this strand of work; notably in relation to the COST TERRA project, and a presentation made by the Office on ECC Report 169 (on spectrum trading) at an academic conference.

The ECC Steering Group had endorsed the Office’s proposal (itself based on earlier input from the ECC SG) to concentrate more on deepening relationships with the projects most relevant to the ECC’s work programme, rather than widening its scope. The Director noted that the engagement with COST TERRA may provide a good example of how to do this.

The meeting endorsed the Office’s approach. Sweden supported this and asked whether the proposed categorisation was based on prioritisation. The Director confirmed this, priorities being where there is a potential relevance to the ECC’s active strands of work. The Chairman agreed with that position, and asked that the document be conveyed to Working Groups, Correspondence Groups and SE PT 43.
