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Ministerial Round Table
Date: 14th May 2013
Venue: A, CCV –Opposite CICG

WSIS+10: Future of the Information Society and Challenges to Address beyond 2015

Introduction 

The Ministerial Round Table will provide the opportunity for all Ministers to share their experiences with reference to activities carried out in line with the implementation of the WSIS outcomes. It will also offer an opportunity to discuss, in a high-level setup, their vision regarding the WSIS process in particular, with reference to the challenges to be addressed beyond 2015. Inputs provided by participants of this round table will provide strategic guidance and will pave the way for further discussions on the WSIS Review Process.

Format:

The Secretary General, ITU will moderate this session.  The session will be organized in a dialogue style where the Secretary General will put forth some key issues and challenges with respect to the WSIS+10 process for discussion and debate. 

Key Issues to be raised at the Meeting 

Some of the Key Questions that will be raised during the Ministerial Round Table are:
· 10 years after Geneva Phase, what have we achieved and what challenges do we face taking into account development of the information society
· Is WSIS process necessary to in the future in order to ensure balanced coordinated approach at international, regional and national level to address the emerging challenges faced by the information society?
· How can be the WSIS process aligned with the Post Millennium Development Goals Process?
·  What are the opportunities the WSIS Review process is providing to us? What are the key elements that should considered?

Expected Outcome 

· Outcomes: The main outcomes of the Ministerial Round Table will be reflected in the WSIS Forum 2013 Outcome Document and will be a part of the WSIS+10 Visioning Challenge.

· A press release will be issued on the outcomes of the Ministerial Round Table.

List of Confirmed Ministers: 

1. H.E. Mr Baryalai Hassam, Deputy Minister, Ministry of Communications and Information Technology (MCIT), Afghanistan
2. H.E. Dr. Ali Abbasov, Minister, Ministry of Communications and Information Technologies (MC&IT), Azerbaijan
3. H.E. Dr Mohammed Al Almer, Chairman,Telecommunications Regulatory Authority (TRA), Bahrain
4. H.E. Mr Jean Koulidiati, Minister, Ministry of Development of the Digital Economy and Posts, Burkina Faso 
5. H.E. Mr Dasho Kinley Dorji,Secretary and Acting Minister, Ministry of Information and Communications, Royal Government of Bhutan
6. H.E. Mr. Diego Molano Vega, Minister, Ministry of Information, Technologies and Communications, Colombia
7. H.E. Mr Tryphon Kin-Kiey Mulumba, Minister,Ministry of Information and Communication Posts, Telecommunications and New Technologies, Democratic Republic of Congo
8. H.E. Eng. Atef Helmy, Minister, Ministry of Communications and Information Technology (MCIT), Egypt (Arab Republic of)
9. H.E. Mr Francisco Mba Olo Bahamonde,Minister, Government of Equitorial Guinea, Equitorial Guinea (Republic of)
10. H.E. Mr Kapil Sibal, Minister, Ministry of Communications and Information Technology, India (Republic of)
11. Mr Bruce Gracie, Special Advisor,Industry Canada, Canada
12. H.E. Mr Eiichi Tanaka,Vice-Minister for Policy Coordination, Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications, Japan
13. H.E. Mr Salim Matheeb Al-Othaina, Minister, Ministry of Communications, Kuwait (State of)
14. H.E. Mr Nicolas Sehnaoui ,Minister, Ministry of Telecommunications, Lebanon
15. H.E. Mr Tseliso Mokhosi, Minister, Ministry of Communications, Science and Technology, Lesotho
16. H.E. Mr Ivo Ivanovski, Minister, Ministry of Information Society and Administration, Macedonia (The former Yugoslav Republic of)
17. H.E. Mr Brehima Tolo, Minister, Ministry of Post and New Technologies, Mali
18. H.E. Mr Pavel Filip, Minister, Ministry of Information Technology and Communication, Moldova
19. H.E. Mr Vujica Lazović, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Information Society and Telecommunications, Montenegro	
20. H.E. Mr Madhav Prasad Paudel, Minister, Ministry of Information and Communications (MoIC), Nepal
21. H.E. Dr. Salim Sultan Al-Ruzaiqi, Chief Executive Officer,Information Technology Authority (ITA), Oman (Sultanate of)
22. H.E. Usec.Louis Napoleon Casambre, Executive Director, ICTO,Department of Science and Technology Information and Communications Technology Office, Philippines (Republic of the)
23. H.E. Mrs Malgorzata Olszewska, Deputy Minister, Ministry of Administration and Digitization, Poland (Republic of)	
24. [bookmark: _GoBack]H.E. Mrs Magdalena Gaj, President, Office for Electronic Communication, Poland (Republic of)
25. H.E. Mr Nikolay Nikiforov, Minister, Ministry of Telecom and Mass Communications, Russian Federation	
26. H.E. Mr Jean Philbert Nsengimana, Minister, Ministry of Youth and Information and Communication, Rwanda	
27. H.E. Mr Tuisugaletaua A. Sofara Aveau, Minister, Ministry of Communications and Information Technology, Samoa
28. H.E. Eng. Abdullah Al-Darrab, Governor, Communications and Information Technology Commission, Saudi Arabia		
29. H.E. Mr Cheikh Mamadou Abiboulaye Dieye, Minister, Ministry of Communication, Telecommunications and Digital Economy, Senegal
30. H.E. Mr Abullahi Ilmoge Hersi, Minister, Ministry of Information, Posts and Telecommunication, Somali Democratic Republic	
31. H.E. Mrs Beatrice Khamisa Wani, Deputy Minister, Ministry of Telecommunications and Postal Services, South Sudan (Republic of)
32. H.E. Prof. Makame M. Mbarawa (MP), Minister, Ministry of Communications, Science and Technology, Tanzania
33. H.E. Mr Anudith Nakornthap, Minister of ICT, Thailand	
34. H.E. Mrs Cina Lawson, Minister, Ministry of Posts and Telecommunication, Togolese Republic
35. H.E. Mr Mohamed Nasser Al-Ghanim, Director General of TRA, United Arab Emirates
36. H.E. Mr Diego Canepa Baccino, Pro-Secretary, Office of the President, Presidencia de la República, Uruguay
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Background Information on WSIS+10

Resolution 60/252 resolved to conduct an overall review of the implementation of the Summit outcomes in 2015. The ITU Plenipotentiary Resolution 172 (PP-10) on the Overall Review of the Implementation of the Outcomes of the WSIS; including the possibility of holding a high-level event in 2014/2015, requested ITU Secretary General to initiate the preparatory process at the UN Chief Executives Board (CEB). 
Consequently, in 2011 the CEB tasked UNGIS, under ITU leadership, to prepare, on the basis of an open consultation, an Action Plan for the WSIS Overall Review (WSIS+10). The Board requested UNGIS to present the Action Plan at its spring 2012 session. HLCP noted the plan and forwarded to CEB for endorsement. During the CEB Spring Session held at ITU Headquarters in April 2012, the plan was approved and ITU has been identified to play a managerial role for the process. Further to the request of the ECOSOC Resolution (31) on the Assessment of the Progress Made in the Implementation of and Follow-up to the Outcomes of WSIS, the  Secretary General, ITU reported to the 15th Session of the CSTD that during the WSIS Forum 2012 multi-stakeholder consensus  was achieved on the 10 year reporting templates (Annex One).
Following the Plan of Action, two plenary sessions on WSIS+10 were organized during the WSIS Forum 2012. A comprehensive report on the outcomes was provided by the ITU Secretary General to the 15th Session of the Commission on Science and Technology for Development. Following the 2012 ITU Council Resolution, the ITU Secretary General contributed to the 67th session of the General Assembly, providing an update on the Plan of Action as well as all activities related to the WSIS+10. Building upon this input 
67th session of the General Assembly in its Resolution on ICT for Development resolved that the modalities for review process will be considered by the end of 2013. 
In response to the ITU Council Resolution 1334, preliminary steps have been made in order to ensure effective organization of the high-level event on the Overall Review (WSIS+10) to be held in 2014 in conjunction with the World Telecommunication Development Conference. In response to the kind offering of Egypt to host these both important events ITU Secretary General held series of the meeting to address all challenges related to the organization of the WSIS+10. In June 2012 site visit has been organized and possible venue has been identified. Hosting agreement is expected to be signed shortly. 
With the aim of enhancing close cooperation with the Commission on Science and Technology for Development, in December 2012 ITU submitted comprehensive report on the 2012 ITU activities related to WSIS, including WSIS+10. In addition in January 2013 ITU contributed to the inter-sessional panel of the Commission on Science and Technology for Development, held in Lima, Peru, providing exhaustive briefing on Broadband, WSIS Implementation and WSIS+10 Process. 
Within the framework of the Regional Preparatory Process towards the World Telecommunication Development Conference, ITU is in the process of collecting regional views on the implementation of the WSIS outcomes and WSIS+10. Series of Regional Development Forums (RDF) held back to back with six WTDC Regional Preparatory Meetings will reinforce this exercise. 
In February 2013 the Mutistakeholder event was held to hosted by UNESCO and coorganized by UNESCO, ITU, UNCTAD and UNDP. 
In addition, the WSIS Secretariat coordinates with the UN Regional Economic Commission substantive inputs to other regional meetings relevant to the WSIS+10 process. 
The mechanism for ten years reporting based on the WSIS Stocktaking process that was set up by Tunis Phase of WSIS to assist the follow-up, has been designed. Administrations and Action Line Facilitators have been informed about the templates for reporting. Deadlines will be communicated in June. ITU held series of virtual coordination meetings with Action Line Facilitators. 
In addition, the Partnership on the Measuring the ICTs for Development  coordinated a meta data questionnaire that was sent in October 2012 to countries by the Regional Commissions. This questionnaire will collect information on data availability for the WSIS Target indicators as outlined in the Measuring the WSIS Targets - A statistical framework publication. A full data collection of the actual data for each of the WSIS Target indicators  is being conducted. The data collected in 2013 will be used to prepare the WSIS+10 quantitative report to be published in 2014.
Annex Two presents the Action Plan elaborated through during UNGIS Open Consultation Process, including detailed information on events. Please note that the dates of the events have been updated according to the decisions taken since creation of the Action Plan.
The WSIS Forum has evolved as the mechanism to identify emerging trends in the ICT ecosystem in a multistakeholder format, with expert inputs from UN Agency Focal Points, it plays a strategic role within the framework of the WSIS+10 Overall Review and beyond 2015 as the only international multistakeholder platform to get multistakeholder consensus on WSIS+10 Overall Review. In the upcoming WSIS Forum 2013 (May 2013), several WSIS+10 Visioning tracks have been integrated in the agenda. The main tracks include two WSIS+10 plenary sessions, the WSIS+10 Visioning Challenge and the Ministerial Round Table. The WSIS Forum 2013 will offer an opportunity to discuss substantive issues, collecting concrete inputs thereby contributing to the vision beyond 2015















Annex One: 10-Year Country Reporting Template
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WSIS+10: OVERALL REVIEW OF THE 
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE WSIS OUTCOMES
10- Year Country Reporting Templates
Section I:  Executive Summary
· Introduction
· Country at a Glance – Factsheet on various developments and ICT indicators including achievement of national targets for connectivity and access in the use of ICTs in promoting the objectives of the Geneva Plan of Action`
*  For this section please refer to the questionnaire coordinated by the Partnership on Measuring ICT for Development. A metadata questionnaire, to be sent in October 2012 to countries by the Regional Commissions, will collect information on data availability for the WSIS Target indicators as outlined in the Measuring the WSIS Targets - A statistical framework publication. A full data collection of the actual data for each of the WSIS Target indicators will be  conducted in 2013. The data  that will be collected in 2013 will be used to prepare the WSIS+10 quantitative report to be published in 2014.
Data will refer to the 10 WSIS Targets listed below:
· to connect villages with ICTs and establish community access points;
· to connect universities, colleges, secondary schools and primary schools with ICTs;
· to connect scientific and research centres with ICTs;
· to connect public libraries, cultural centres, museums, post offices and archives with ICTs;
· to connect health centres and hospitals with ICTs;
· to connect all local and central government departments and establish websites and email addresses;
· to adapt all primary and secondary school curricula to meet the challenges of the Information Society, taking into account national circumstances;
· to ensure that all of the world's population have access to television and radio services;
· to encourage the development of content and to put in place technical conditions in order to facilitate the presence and use of all world languages on the Internet;
· to ensure that more than half the world’s inhabitants have access to ICTs within their reach.
· WSIS and MDG Implementation at National Level, including national ICT strategies towards and beyond 2015
· Financial mechanisms in place for meeting the challenges of ICT for development

Section II: Reporting on Each Action line
· C1 to C11

Section III: Profiles of Progress –  Select Case Studies

Section IV: The Way Forward  and the Vision Beyond 2015



Annex Two: WSIS+10 Review / Plan of Action

Expected Final Outcomes of the Overall Review Process (WSIS+10)
1. Evaluation and Assessment Reports (adaptations possible in the lead-up to 2015)
· WSIS+10 Progress Report (Quantitative Focus)
(Initial Coordination by Partnership on the Measuring ICT for Development during the WSIS Forum 2012) 
· Review Reports by Action Line Facilitators (11 Action Lines) 
(Template to be prepared by WSIS Action Line Facilitators’ Meeting during the WSIS Forum 2012)
· Self-evaluation National Review Reports 
(Draft template to be prepared during WSIS Action Line Facilitators’ Meeting of the WSIS Forum 2012) 
· WSIS+10 Stocktaking Report 
(International Telecommunication Union)
· IGF Secretariat Report
· UNGIS Review Report 
· Contributions to the MDG Process 
2. Forward looking outcome setting an agenda beyond 2015 
Preparatory Process and Meetings within the Framework of the Overall Review up to 2015
Preparatory process will include virtual working methods as an integral part of the overall review. 
2012:
· 15 May (Plenary I) and 18 May  (Plenary II) Start of Preparations for the WSIS+10 Review during the WSIS Forum 2012, Geneva (2 days) to define
· preliminary indications for the scope of the possible forward looking outcome, setting agenda beyond 2015
· templates for the reports of the lead facilitators on the Action Lines
· templates for the national self-evaluation reporting on the implementation of the WSIS outcomes 
· 21 May: Report on the outcomes of the UNGIS Consultations on the WSIS+10 Review to the 15th Session of the Commission on Science and Technology for Development (CSTD) 
· October-December: UN General Assembly
2013: 
· 25-27 February: Multistakeholder Event for the WSIS+10 Review ( Towards Knowledge Societies for Peace and Sustainable Development)  
 (3 days event, hosted by UNESCO in Paris, with a high-level component)
· Review of emerging trends in the Information Society 
· Development of recommendations of relevance to the forward looking outcome.
· 13-17 May: Preparations to the WSIS+10 during WSIS Forum 2013 
(Geneva, 2-3 days) 
· Agreement on outline of the forward looking outcome 
· Discussion on text 
2014[footnoteRef:1]: [1:  UPDATE: Please note that the dates for both events have been updated following the guidance by the Member States, provided through the 2012 ITU Council Resolution 1334, more precisely the proposition of holding the High-Level Meeting on the Overall Review (WSIS+10) back to back with the ITU World Telecommunication Development Conference. Consequently it is planned that the WSIS Forum 2014 will be held in parallel with the High-Level Meeting on the Overall Review (WSIS+10), i.e. 14-18 April 2014.  ] 

· 14-18 April: Preparations to the WSIS+10 during WSIS Forum 2014 
(2-3 days Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt)
· Finalization of the forward looking outcome
· 14-18 April: High-Level Meeting on the Overall Review (WSIS+10) 
(Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt)
2015:
· Report on the outcomes of the Overall Review Process to the 18th Session of CSTD 
· UN General Assembly to endorse the forward looking outcome. 
· Contribution to MDG Review Process
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