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	Summary
This document provides information about the preparatory process for WTSA‑12 and GSS, the latter to be held the day prior to the opening of WTSA-12.
Action required
Council is requested to note the report. (Note: Council is requested to approve the Resolution in C11/53 on the venue and the dates of WTSA and WCIT)
____________
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1.1	 WTSA is held every four years and is preceded by a Global Standards Symposium. For the venue, date and duration of WTSA-12, please refer to C11/53.
1.2	In accordance with Article 13 of the ITU Convention and Resolution 122 (Rev. Guadalajara, 2010), WTSA shall:
a) adopt the working methods and procedures for the management of the Sector, 
b) adopt the Questions to be studied on which Recommendations shall be issued, 
c) consider the reports of study groups and of the Telecommunication Standardization Advisory Group (TSAG), 
d) approve the Sector’s work programme, 
e) decide on the study group structure, 
f) consider the report of the Director on the activities of the Sector since the last assembly,
g) appoint chairmen and vice-chairmen of study groups, and
h) take into consideration the conclusion of the global standardisation symposium prior to WTSA-12.
1.3	With respect to the committees for WTSA-12, it is expected that the same structure will be used as was done for  WTSA-08 (see Resolution 1). 
2	Preparations for WTSA-12
2.1	ITU-T study groups are scheduled to meet up to September 2012 and are expected to propose a set of new/revised Questions for WTSA-12 to review.
2.2	TSAG will meet 10-13 January 2012 and it is also planned to have a separate TSAG meeting to prepare WTSA-12 on 10-13 July 2012.
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3.1	WTSA Resolution 43 calls for a series of regional preparatory meetings to prepare the Assembly, as was done in 2008. Council-10 decided to schedule the regional preparatory meetings for WTSA  back-to-back with WCIT regional preparatory meetings. 
3.2	TSAG endorsed a format and timetable for the preparatory meetings, namely that a series of 4-5 day regional meetings be organized in 2012 to prepare both WTSA-12 and WCIT-12.  Time should also be allocated during the week to a Regional Development Forum on Bridging the Standardization Gap (BSG), as well as to the consultations under Resolution 178 (Guadalajara, 2010). A general timetable could be: Regional Development Forum: 1.5-2 days; WTSA: 1.5-2 days; and WCIT: 1-2 days. This approach was also endorsed by CWG-WCIT.
3.3	Attention should be given to the fact that the WCIT preparatory meetings should take place no later than the end of May 2012, so that the results can be submitted to the final meeting of CWG-WCIT planned for June 2012.
4	Global Standardization Symposium (GSS)
4.1	Resolution 122 (Rev. Guadalajara, 2010), “The evolving role of the World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly” instructs the Director of TSB “to continue, in consultation with relevant bodies, and the ITU membership, and in collaboration with the ITU Radiocommunication Sector and the ITU Telecommunication Development Sector, as appropriate, to organize GSS”.  
4.2	GSS is a high level one day symposium held the day before WTSA.  The first ever GSS took place prior to WTSA-08 in Johannesburg and was very successful, attracting nearly 500 participants. PP-10 Resolution 122 invites WTSA “to continue to take into account the conclusions of GSS.”
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5.1	Details and practical information for WTSA-12 and GSS will be made available at www.itu.int/itu-t/wtsa-12. 
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