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IAP-1: Proposal to Review and Revise the International Telecommunication Regulations at the 2012 World Conference on International Telecommunications

Support:
Canada, Colombia (Republic of), Ecuador, United States of America, Mexico, Peru, Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of)
[Antigua and Barbuda], [Argentine Republic], [Bahamas (Commonwealth of the)], [Barbados], [Belize], [Bolivia (Plurinational State of)], [Brazil (Federative Republic of)], [Chile], [Costa Rica], [Dominica (Commonwealth of)], [Dominican Republic], [El Salvador (Republic of)], [Grenada], [Guatemala (Republic of)], [Guyana], [Haiti (Republic of)], [Jamaica], [Nicaragua], [Panama (Republic of)], [Paraguay (Republic of)], [Saint Lucia], [Saint Vincent and the Grenadines], [Saint Kitts and Nevis (Federation of)], [Suriname (Republic of)], [Trinidad and Tobago], [Uruguay (Eastern Republic of)]
Background:
The 2010 Plenipotentiary Conference (PP-10) adopted Resolution 171 (Guadalajara, 2010), which  defines the scope of review of the International Telecommunication Regulations (ITRs) and establishes the preparatory process for the 2012 World Conference on International Telecommunications (WCIT-12).

With respect to the scope of review of the ITRs, PP-10 resolved to consider and study all relevant work and outputs that have been developed in the ITU regarding the ITRs; to discuss and examine all proposals for revision to the ITRs, including proposals for the addition of new and emerging issues, for updating and suppression of provisions and/or for abrogation as appropriate; and to discuss and examine all proposals for revision to the ITRs, provided that those proposals:

“i)
are consistent with the purposes of the Union set forth in Article 1 of the ITU Constitution;
ii)
are in line with the scope and purpose of the ITRs as set out in its Article 1, with the understanding that CWG-WCIT 12 could consider proposals 
for the revision of Article 1 of the ITRs;
iii)
reflect, inter alia, strategic and policy principles, with a view to ensuring flexibility in order to accommodate technological advances;
iv)
are of relevance to be included in an international treaty.”
In addition, PP-10 also resolved that the Council Working Group to prepare for the 2012 World Conference on International Telecommunications (CWG-WCIT-12) will constitute the preparatory process for WCIT-12 that will take into consideration the results of the regional preparatory meetings.

Proposal:
CITEL Member States welcome the opportunity to discuss all proposals for revisions to the ITRs, pursuant to the guidelines adopted in Resolution 171 (Guadalajara, 2010).  To that end, the CWG-WCIT-12 should discuss all issues, including new and emerging issues, provided any provisions proposed for inclusion in the ITRs are consistent with the scope of review outlined in Resolution 171 (Guadalajara, 2010).

In addition, CITEL Member States are of the view that any proposed revisions to the ITRs should be evaluated in the context of the enormous changes that have occurred in the international telecommunications market since the ITRs were last revised in 1988.  The current provisions of the ITRs reflect an environment where predominately monopoly international carriers exchanged traffic with each other and where the only services were fixed voice telephone and telegraph.  In today’s competitive environment multiple carriers compete with each other to exchange international telephone traffic using services other than the fixed telephone.  Considering this competitive environment, CITEL Member States believe that detailed regulatory provisions governing the exchange of international traffic are not necessary and, indeed, could impede further innovation.

CITEL Member States propose that all revisions to the ITRs reflect points a) through d) in the Background section of this document.
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