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PP1: PROPOSAL FOR A NEW RESOLUTION OF THE WORLD CONFERENCE ON INTERNATIONAL COMMUNICATIONS (WCIT-12) 

Introduction
The world’s countries have been making substantial efforts to achieve the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and those of the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS). Thus, in many countries, the deployment of a network infrastructure and information and communication technology applications that, if possible, use broadband and other innovative technologies more widely, has become a priority on their development agendas.

Government have understood the need for public policymaking and the importance of telecommunication regulation that would make it possible to speed up the economic and social progress of their countries, as well as the well-being of all persons, communities and peoples.

Landlocked developing countries would like to raise awareness about the obstacle that the current difficulty in securing access to the international fiber optic network is to the progress of their communities, as this network is an indispensable tool for trade and, above all, for knowledge. 

The present proposal is aimed at promoting a new paradigm, one involving close cooperation between landlocked and transit countries that would enable joint and regional growth and bridge the digital divide between countries, in search of a genuine and fully integrated society of knowledge.
Background
The 2010 Plenipotentiary Conference (PP-10) adopted Resolution 30 (Rev. Guadalajara, 2010), which defines special measures for the least developed countries, small island developing states, landlocked developing countries and countries with economies in transition.

Additionally, the Almaty Programme of Action, adopted by the United Nations, addresses the special needs of landlocked developing countries and establishes a new global framework for transit transport cooperation for landlocked and transit developing countries.

However, these instruments need to be complemented to enable landlocked developing countries to achieve the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and those of the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS), in view of the difficulties encountered and additional costs incurred by these countries in accessing the international fiber optic network.

Proposal 

That the Member States of CITEL avail themselves of the opportunity to adopt, at the upcoming World Conference on International Telecommunications (WCIT-12), special measures for landlocked developing countries that afford them greater and easier access to the international fiber optic network.
To that end, the Member States of CITEL propose that the World Conference on International Telecommunications (WCIT-12) adopt a new resolution, presented below.

NEW RESOLUTION ([Dubai], 2012)

Special measures for landlocked developing countries (LLDCs)
for access to the international fiber optic network
The World Conference on International Telecommunications ([Dubai], 2012),


considering
Resolution A/RES/65/172 of 20 December 2010 of the United Nations General Assembly on specific actions related to the particular needs and problems of landlocked developing countries,

Resolution 30 (Rev. Guadalajara, 2010) of the Plenipotentiary Conference (PP) on special measures for the least developed countries, small island developing states, landlocked developing countries and countries with economies in transition;


considering also
the Millennium Declaration and the 2005 World Summit Outcome,
the outcomes of the Geneva (2003) and Tunis (2005) phases of the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS),

the Almaty Declaration and Programme of Action: Addressing the Special Needs of Landlocked Developing Countries within a New Global Framework for Transit Transport Cooperation for Landlocked and Transit Developing Countries;
recalling 

the New Partnership for Africa’s Development, an initiative to intensify economic cooperation and development at the regional level, since many landlocked developing and transit countries are found in Africa;
            reaffirming 

the right of access of landlocked countries to and from the sea and freedom of transit through the territory of transit countries by all means of transport, in accordance with the applicable rules of international law;


reaffirming also
that transit countries, in the exercise of their full sovereignty over their territory, have the right to adopt all measures necessary to ensure that the rights and facilities provided for landlocked countries in no way infringe upon their legitimate interests;


recognizing
the importance to the development of LLDCs of telecommunications and the new information and communication technologies (ICT);

observing
that access by LLDCs to the international fiber optic network and the laying of fiber optic cable through transit countries is not one of the infrastructure development and maintenance priorities set forth in the Almaty Programme of Action;


concerned
since this difficulty affecting LLDCs continues to jeopardize their development agendas;


conscious
that fiber optic cable is a profitable telecommunications transport medium,

that access within landlocked countries to the international fiber optic network will promote their integral development and the potential for them to create their own Information Society;


conscious also
that the planning and laying of the international fiber optic network calls for close cooperation between landlocked and transit countries,

that in making the basic investment in laying fiber optic cable, capital investments by the private sector are required;

instructs the Secretary-General and the Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau
1
that studies of the situation of telecommunication/ICT services in the LLDCs should emphasize the importance of access to the international fiber optic network;

2
that they propose to the ITU Council specific measures designed to ensure genuine progress and provide LLDCs with effective assistance in connection with instructs 1;

3
to provide the administrative and operational structure necessary to develop a strategic plan that contains practical guidelines and criteria to govern and promote regional, subregional, multilateral, and bilateral projects affording LLDCs greater access to the international fiber optic network.

requests the Secretary-General

to transmit the text of this resolution to the Secretary-General of the United Nations with a view to bringing it to the attention of the United Nations High Representative for the Least Developed Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States,


instructs the Council
to take appropriate measures to ensure that the Union continues to collaborate actively in developing telecommunication/ICT services in LLDCs.

encourages landlocked developing countries
to continue to accord high priority to telecommunication/ICT activities and projects that promote integral socioeconomic development, adopting technical cooperation activities financed from bilateral or multilateral sources that will benefit the general public.

urges the Member States

1
to cooperate with landlocked countries by promoting regional, subregional, multilateral, and bilateral projects for telecommunication infrastructure integration that afford LLDCs greater access to the international fiber optic network;

2
to include and/or maintain in South-South and triangular cooperation programs with donor participation, and in cooperation among subregional and regional organizations, actions complementing the Almaty Programme of Action to assist landlocked developing and transit countries in executing these telecommunication infrastructure integration projects. 

invites the Member States and Sector Members and Associates
to continue support the work of ITU-D in studies of the situation of telecommunication/ICT services in the least developed countries, LLDCs, small island developing states, and countries with economies in transition so identified by the United Nations and requiring special measures for telecommunication/ICT development.
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