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0 Introduction

An ad hoc group on the preparation of WTSA-12 was held on 7 September 2011, under the chairmanship of Marie-Therese Alajouanine (ARCEP, France), who had been designated as CEPT co-ordinator for this matter. The agenda for this meeting can be found in COM ITU document Temp1. 
The Chairman recalled that the aim of the group is to prepare draft ECPs for next WTSA, together with European operators and manufacturers. We are at the very first stage of preparation.
It is foreseen, subject to Member States approval, that WTSA be held from 20 to 29 November 2012, in Dubai (UAE). This Assembly will be preceded by GSS (Global Standards Symposium) on 19 November and will be followed by WCIT (3 to 14 December). 
Contributions for this Assembly, following the practice of last WTSAs, are expected 2 months in advance (4 months for treaty conferences-see GR 40).
1 Timetable for WTSA preparation Document (011) 33
Document 33 from last COM ITU meeting gives the draft timetable for WTSA preparation as discussed at last COM ITU meeting. 
Different points were raised:

· Number of meetings in 2012,
· Meetings of the ad hoc group in conjunction with COM ITU or dedicated Project Team, (different views)

·  Possibility of having meetings of the ad hoc group in conjunction with TSAG meetings (different views).
Note: 2 TSAG meetings in 2012: one in January (10-13) and one in July (2-4).
Action: Decisions on the best way to handle WTSA preparation and on the dates of the meetings in 2012 will be taken by COM ITU (8 September).
2 SGs Chairmanship Documents (11) 011 and (11) 012
Documents (11) 011 and (11) 012 from the Chairman were presented at the two last COM ITU meetings.

Document (11) 011 gives the list of Chairmen/Vice-Chairmen per Study Group/TSAG a
nd highlights with different colours the CEPT Ch/Vice-Ch who can apply for a second mandate and those who have to stop due to the completion of 2 mandates.

Document (11) 012 gives the statistics of the number of Ch/Vice-Ch per Region.

Different points were raised during the discussion:

· The number of Vice-Ch is too high, despite CEPT efforts at last WTSA. This is a very political and difficult topic. Pertinent Resolutions for this item are: Resolution 166 of PP and Resolution 35 of WTSA,

· 3 SGs Chairmen will leave their post in 2012: SG2 (MT. Alajouanine, France), SG3 (K. Park, Korea), SG15 (Y. Maeda, Japan)

· A new TSAG Chairman has to be designated, as the current Chairman, B. Gracie (Canada) had been appointed on a temporary basis. No candidate is yet known officially
· Switzerland informed CEPT that M. Lehmann, current SG 13 Vice-Ch, will be proposed as Vice-Ch or Ch for next Study period

· Restructuring could influence the proposals for Vice-Ch or Ch, as the number of SGs could be reduced. 
The Chairman asked the different CEPT countries to think about their proposals for Ch/Vice-Ch, i.e. continuation for a second mandate of current Chs/Vice-Chs, new candidates etc. The proposals for candidates, in response to the future TSB Circular on this topic, have to be coordinated among CEPT countries, as it is a very important and difficult topic of WTSA.
This topic will be reviewed at each of the ad hoc group meetings.

Action: each Member State to propose candidates for next study period. To be coordinated among CEPT MS

3 SGs restructuring Documents (11) 044 and (11) 045
The Chairman indicated that this a preliminary discussion, that it will take some time to get to a European position, that her aim is of course to come to an ECP, and that it would be much suitable to designate a coordinator for this topic, who will continue the discussions by correspondence; in particular, allowing the different Questions to the different SGs is a complex task.
Document (11) 044 is a UK proposal on SGs restructuring, which has been coordinated among UK members. It gives principles and then proposes a new structure with 7 SGs instead of the current 10 SGs. It also gives a proposal for the allowance of Questions to SGs with the move of different Questions.
Document (11) 045 is a FTOrange proposal on SGs restructuring, which has not yet been coordinated at the French level. Neither is it an ETNO proposal. This proposal gives some principles and leads to 8 SGs; it also proposes the move of different Questions to SGs.
The following points were highlighted, following the reactions of different participants:

· The principles are very similar in both contributions

· The merging of SG11 and SG13 on one side and of SG9 and SG16 on the other side is proposed in both contributions and seems to be an agreed CEPT view

· The merging of SG2 and SG3 is not a common CEPT view, as some of the participants are not in favour of this grouping, due to different arguments

· A discussion should also occur on the future of the different other structures as Focus Groups, JCAs, GSIs, as these structures are supposed to deal with “new topics”

· Non active Questions should be closed

· The way of handling Internet issues should be discussed, following last PP discussions. The opening of a new SG on this topic is not favoured by CEPT, but a solution should be discussed.
All participants thanked the proponents for their contributions. Remarks were given on the principles and on the proposed structure (in particular by Bulgaria, Sweden, France, ETNO, Italy, Germany). UK proposed Phil Rushton as coordinator for CEPT on this topic.

The Chairman thanked all participants and indicated that a correspondence group led by Phil Rushton will be put in place, for E-mail discussions on restructuring taking into account the 2 contributions and all the comments, and discussing in particular:
· The list of principles

· The role that we want ITU-T to play on standardization issues

· The merging of Study groups

· The future of Focus Groups, JCAs, GSI, current ones and possible future ones

· The way to handle Internet topics

· The attribution of Questions to the different SGs, taking into account the need to avoid duplication
· The coordination with the R sector,

with the view of having an ECP on this topic.

Action: a correspondence group to be created on restructuring, each country providing a list of standardization experts to be included in the discussions. Next physical discussion on this topic at our next meeting

4 Brief  Document (11) 024Rev
The Chairman presented document (11) 024 Rev1 which is a preliminary draft Brief, which will be updated at each meeting, containing all WTSA topics, with CEPT positions and other Regions positions. For each ECP, a more elaborated document will be written, containing the details of the European position.

Action: Document (11) 024 Rev to be updated all along the process of WTSA preparation

5 List of ECPs ; potential list of ECPs Documents (11) 047, (11) 041, (11) 042, (11) 043
Document (11) 047 was elaborated by the Chairman, containing the list of ECPs for WTSA-08, together with the European coordinators for each ECP, and also a preliminary list of ECPs for WTSA-12. This list for 2012 ECPs was accepted in principle by the participants.
Documents 041, 042 and 043 contain 3 proposals from UK containing proposals for revisions of “Internet Resolutions”:

· Merging of Resolutions 47 and 48 and revisions (ccTLDs & IDNs)
· Merging of Resolutions 64 and 69 and revisions (IP addresses allocation- IPv6)
· Updating of Resolution 50 (cybersecurity).
This is a preliminary proposal from UK, for which the participants thank UK. Comments were made during the meeting by different participants, in particular Germany, Netherlands, Switzerland, Norway, France, having received comments/questions from their Internet experts on the UK detailed proposals.

The chairman indicated that we have to discuss the following points:

· Need of an ECP on Internet issues
· Need for the revision of the “Internet resolutions” and what modifications to make. Take into account PP Resolutions
· A correspondence group should work on this topic, taking into account the UK proposals, and working between the meetings of the ad hoc group. A leader for this correspondence group should be designated. Unfortunately, no volunteer seemed to show up during the meeting.
Action: the chairman, on a temporary basis, to launch a correspondence group on Internet issues. The MS to designate their Internet experts to participate in this group. Next physical discussion at our next meeting
6 AOB
Three topics were briefly discussed at they may impact WTSA discussions:
· BDT questionnaire on CIT: BDT Circular BDT/PRI/TND/Circular-003 of 29 March had been sent by BDT on Conformance and Interoperability testing. It does not seem that CEPT countries answered to this questionnaire, which is a good thing; as it is a touchy issue, which will come to Council and WTSA, CEPT MS are invited to verify if their Administration answered to the questionnaire
· SG15 MPLS Recommendation (G. 8113.1): this is a touchy issue, which came to a vote at last SG 15 plenary meeting and is in relation with ITU/IETF cooperation. As manufacturers have opposite views on this topic and as this topic could come to Council (how ?) and WTSA, there is a need to have a coordinated CEPT approach. CEPT countries had diverging views at SG15 meeting, the role of ITU on Internet issues being one of the issues. TSB Circular 203 requires an answer from the Administrations on the approval of the Recommendation before 25 November.

Action: CEPT to follow this topic. Coordinate the answers to the Circular
· Revision of Recommendation D.50: the chairman was informed by UK that a revision to SG3 Recommendation D.50 (International Internet Connexion) will be proposed by the African group at next SG3 meeting in January. As it is a delicate topic which could come to WTSA, CEPT Administrations are invited to follow this topic. 
Note: only UK, France, Switzerland and Russia, from the CEPT Administrations, follow SG3 meetings, plus different European operators.

Next meeting: in conjunction with COM ITU meeting: from 29 November to 2 December 2011 in Copenhagen
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