CPGPTA(2011)086 Annex 22 Revised Draft Brief AI 8.1

Draft CEPT Brief on agenda item 8.1

8.1	to consider and approve the Report of the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau:
8.1.1	on the activities of the Radiocommunication Sector since WRC‑07;
8.1.2	on any difficulties or inconsistencies encountered in the application of the Radio Regulations; and
8.1.3	on action in response to Resolution 80 (Rev.WRC‑07);

Issue
Agenda Item 8.1 deals with the Report of the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau.
This Report could include the results of the studies or information to be provided under the WRC Resolutions and Recommendations having a reference to this Report and not related to another WRC-12 Agenda item. These WRC Resolutions and Recommendations are WRC Resolutions 63 (Rev.WRC-07), 80 (Rev.WRC-07), 547 (Rev.WRC-07) and 673 (WRC-07). Among those, WRC Resolutions 63, 80, 547, and 673 and 80 were specifically identified at CPM11-1 under Agenda item 8.1.1 Issue A, Agenda item 8.1.1 Issue CB, Agenda item 8.1.1 Issue B C and Agenda item 8.1.3, respectively.
This Report could also include difficulties or inconsistencies encountered in the application of the Radio Regulations (RR) that are identified by the administrations, the Radiocommunication Bureau (BR) and the Radio Regulations Board (RRB), as well as the suggestion of the BR and the RRB of modifications of the RR to alleviate such difficulties or inconsistencies.
The work on this Agenda Item is presented hereafter in the following 5 sections:
1. WRC Resolution 63 (AI 8.1.1 Issue A)
2. WRC Resolution 547 (AI 8.1.1 Issue B)
3. WRC Resolution 673 (AI 8.1.1 Issue C)
4. Difficulties or inconsistencies encountered in the application of the Radio Regulations (AI 8.1.2)
5. WRC Resolution 80 (AI 8.1.3)


1. WRC Resolution 63 (Rev.WRC-07)
(AI 8.1.1 Issue A)

Resolution 63 (Rev.WRC-07) resolves:
that, to ensure that radiocommunication services are adequately protected, studies are required on the limits to be imposed on the radiation from ISM equipment within the frequency bands designated in the Radio Regulations for this use and outside of those bands,
Resolution 63 (Rev.WRC-07) invites ITU-R:
to continue, in collaboration with CISPR, its studies relating to radiation from ISM equipment within the frequency bands designated in the Radio Regulations for this use and outside of those bands in order to ensure adequate protection of radiocommunication services, with priority being given to the completion of studies which would permit CISPR to define limits in Publication CISPR 11 on radiation from ISM equipment inside all the bands designated in the Radio Regulations for the use of such equipment,

Preliminary CEPT position
CEPT is of the view that the present emission limits of CISPR Publication 11 should be reviewed for the protection of digital radiocommunication services from interferences produced by ISM equipment. 
CEPT supports a modification of Resolution 63 (WRC-07) for the development of appropriate radiation limits for ISM equipment based on protection criteria for digital radiocommunication services.

Background
No. 5.150 designates the 13 553-13 567 kHz, 26 957-27 283 kHz, 40.66-40.7 MHz, 902-928 MHz, 2 400-2 500 MHz, 5 725-5 875 MHz, 24-24.25 GHz bands for industrialIndustrial, scientific Scientific and medical Medical (ISM) applications. In these bands, radiocommunication services must accept harmful interferences that may be caused by ISM applications.
Recommendation ITU-R SM.1056-1 recommends “that administrations may use the latest edition of CISPR (Special international committee on radio interference) Publication 11, including amendments, as a guide for the application of limits and methods of measurements for ISM devices, in order to protect radiocommunications”.
CISPR Publication 11 (edition 5.1, 2010) provides for a standard that, for ISM radio-frequency applications, covers emission requirements related to radio-frequency disturbances in the frequency range of 9 kHz to 18 GHz.
ITU-R has developed Report ITU-R SM.2180 on “Impact of ISM equipment on radiocommunication services”, , referring to the models for the calculation of limits of ISM devices for the protection of radiocommunciation services contained in CISPR Publication 16-4-4 (formerly in superseded CISPR Publication 23).

List of relevant documents
· The latest information on the work of ITU-R Study Groups and Working Parties on WRC-12 Agenda items can be found at the following ITU web page: http://www.itu.int/ITU-R/go/rcpm-wrc-12-studies
· Recommendation ITU-R SM.1056-1
· CISPR Publication 11 (Edition 5.1 , 2010)
· CISPR Publication 16-4-4
· Report ITU-R SM.2180
· CPM Report to WRC-12
Actions to be taken


2. WRC Resolution 547 (Rev.WRC-07)
(AI 8.1.1 Issue B)

Resolution 547 (Rev.WRC-07) resolves:
that, in order to reduce the number of affected and affecting administrations or networks, the Bureau shall carry out the required analyses following any changes in the characteristics and any suppression of assignments contained in Tables 1A and 1B of Article 9A of Appendix 30A and in Tables 2, 3 and 4 of Article 11 of Appendix 30.
Resolution 547 (Rev.WRC-07) instructs the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau:
to report to WRC-11 and subsequent world radiocommunication conferences on the results of the implementation of this Resolution, with a view to updating the “Remarks” columns in the Tables of Article 9A of Appendix 30A and Article 11 of Appendix 30 as well as the Tables, contained in the same Articles, that specify affected or affecting networks, terrestrial stations or beams of administrations.

Preliminary CEPT position
TBDEurope supports further update of Tables 1A and 1B of Article 9A of Appendix 30A and in Tables 2, 3 and 4 of Article 11 of Appendix 30 of the RR under Resolution 547 (Rev.WRC-07) based on the analysis of the BR.

Background
When the broadcasting-satellite service and associated feeder-links Plans for Regions 1 and 3 in Appendices 30 and 30A were reviewed, the necessity to take into account potential interference from or to assignments in services in all three Regions using the same frequency bands has lead to the requirement for some Plan assignments in Regions 1 and 3 to coordinate vis-à-vis those assignments. The coordination requirements were listed in Tables 1A and 1B of Article 9A of Appendix 30A and in Tables 2, 3 and 4 of Article 11 of Appendix 30.
Suppression and modification of the listed assignments eliminate unnecessary coordination requirements that were identified in those Tables and the need to keep a record in the RR. Under this Agenda item and with the analyses of the BR to be provided through its Report to WRC, the Conference is tasked to update such Tables.

List of relevant documents
Addendum 6 of Document 4-E, “Draft Report of the Director on the Activities of the Radiocommunication Sector - Part 6 – Implementation of Resolution 547 (Rev.WRC-07)”.

Actions to be taken

Invite administrations to contribute with any possible change to the “Remarks” columns in the Tables of Article 9A of Appendix 30A and Article 11 of Appendix 30 of the Radio Regulations in accordance with Resolution 547 (Rev.WRC-07).

3. WRC Resolution 673 (WRC-07)
(AI 8.1.1 Issue C)
 See document CPG(20102011) 042 032 Annex IV AI. 8.1.1 Issue C Draft Brief
[Editor’s Note: update reference after next CPG ]


4. Difficulties or inconsistencies 
encountered in the application of the Radio Regulations (AI 8.1.2)

Preliminary CEPT position
4.1. Europe proposes to replace “IMT-2000” by “IMT” in Nos. 5.388, 5.388A, 5.388B, 11.26A, NOTE 3 to Annex 1 to Appendix 5, Resolutions 646 (Rev.WRC-03), 716 (Rev.WRC-2000) and Recommendation 206 (WRC-07) and in some occurrences in Resolutions 223 (Rev.WRC-07) and 734 (Rev.WRC-07). See Draft ECP.
4.2. Europe proposes to include in the introduction of Appendix 4 a reference to the radio astronomy service in addition to space services and to replace in footnote 2 to the title of Annex 2 the reference to “footnote 1” by the text of footnote 1 amended to apply to Annex 2 (i.e., by replacing “Terrestrial” by “Space”). See Draft ECP.
4.3. Europe proposes to delete No. 5.199 in band 235-267 MHz from Article  5 of the RR. See Draft ECP.
4.4. Europe proposes to merge the separate entries in the table of frequency allocation for the bands 200-202 and 202-209 GHz. See Draft ECP.
4.5. Europe supports NOC to the Section II Article 23 and does not support reopening the difficult discussions associated with No. 23.13 and its sub-provisions.
4.6. Europe proposes to modify No. 5.462A to include the results of the studies contained in Recommendation ITU-R F.1502 and to consequently suppress Resolution 124 (Rev.WRC-2000
Background
4.1. The Radiocommunication Assembly 2007 adopted Resolution ITU-R 56 which resolves “that the term “IMT” be the root name that encompasses both IMT-2000 and IMT-Advanced collectively”. As a consequence, WRC-07 replaced IMT-2000 by IMT in Nos. 5.317A and 5.384A. However it appears that this change was not done for No. 5.388, even if it was also contained in the WRC-07 ECP on this issue. It should be noted that in Resolutions 223 (Rev.WRC-2000) and 225 (Rev.WRC-03), the reference to “IMT-2000” has been replaced by a reference to “IMT” by WRC-07. 
Equivalent modifications also need to be done in No. 5.388A and 5.388B noting that Resolution 221 (Rev.WRC-03) has been updated by WRC-07 and that the reference to IMT-2000 has been replaced by IMT. Other occurrences of IMT-2000 in the RR need to be updated.

4.2. – 4.4. see Draft ECP

4.5. No. 23.13 was discussed in detail at several past WRCs—WRC-95, WRC-97 and WRC-2000.  

WRC-95 adopted Resolution 531 (WRC-95), which mainly addressed revision of the Regions 1 and 3 BSS and feeder link Plans, but also addressed matters related to application of No. S23.13/2674, stating in Annex 1 that:  

“4.3.5 Recognizing that the agreement under No. S23.13/2674 and the agreement required in Article 4 of Appendices S30/30 and S30A/30A are separate agreements, the agreement under No. S23.13/2674 should be sought directly from the administration concerned or through the Bureau; in this latter case, the agreement under No. S23.13/2674 should be sought through the publication required under Article 4 of Appendices S30/30 and S30A/30A. In case of no comment being received by the Bureau within a determined period, the non-commenting administration is considered as not having a major objection. In the case of a disagreement, and if the administrations concerned cannot reach an agreement, the Bureau shall modify the service area to exclude the territory of the objecting administration. In either case, the administration initiating the project is entitled to bring into use the modification after successful completion of Article 4 of Appendices S30/30 and S30A/30A procedures.”

Interestingly enough, these provisions, that ultimately require modification of the BSS network’s service area in the event of a continuing disagreement, are very similar to the provisions 23.13A and 23.13B added by WRC-2000.

WRC-97 adopted Resolution 536 (WRC-97), titled “Operation of broadcasting satellites serving other countries.” Resolution 536 (WRC-97) resolves that “in addition to observing No. S23.13/2674, and before providing satellite broadcasting services to other administrations, administrations originating the services should obtain the agreement of those other administrations.” 

WRC-2000, after extensive negotiations, modified No. 23.13 to include specific provisions defining how it is to be implemented. Nos. 23.13A, 23.13B and 23.13C define the actions required if an agreement cannot be reached with an administration who does not wish to be included in the BSS satellite’s service area. These provisions specifically require modification of a BSS satellite’s service area, which means the earth stations associated with the satellite network would not receive protection on the territory of the countries whose objection cannot be resolved. 

WRC-2000 also adopted Resolution 139 (WRC-2000) titled “Use of fixed-satellite service systems for the provision of direct-to-home television broadcasting.” Resolution 139 (WRC-2000) instructed the ITU-R to conduct studies of use of FSS allocations for DTH and to report the results to WRC-03 for possible inclusion in a future agenda. WRC-07 suppressed the Resolution.  

Since WRC-2000, the provisions have lived in relative peace, suggesting that a workable compromise solution has finally been found.
Document 4A/313 to the March 2010 meeting of the ITU-R Working Party 4A proposed a number of changes to No. 23.13 and its sub-provisions. First, the document proposed that footnotes be added to the title of Article 23 indicating that Section II of the Article applies to FSS transponders used for BSS transmissions. In addition, Document 4A/313 proposes that Nos. 23.13B be modified to be “consistent” with the wording of No. 23.13 itself. Specifically, Document 4A/313 proposed that 23.13B requires that the satellite’s physical “coverage area” be modified, instead of the current requirement that its “service area” be modified. This was also discussed at the December 2009 Working Party to the Special Committee meeting, no agreement was reached regarding whether or not the issue should be considered at WRC-12, with many administrations opposed to open up the issue.

There are serious issues with the proposals that have been made. Firstly, CEPT does not support any extension of No. 23.13 and its sub-provisions or Article 23 to other services or applications like FSS. No useful purpose would be served by abandoning the present distinction between the BSS and the FSS. Many applications are unique to only one of the services and these applications justify maintaining the distinction between them.

In addition, it is no accident that Nos. 23.13A, 23.13B and 23.13C require only the modification of a BSS satellite’s service area, recognizing that modification of a BSS satellite’s coverage area is simply not technically feasible, either from the perspective of modifying a satellite’s antenna, or to design a satellite antenna to exclude one country’s territory when the satellite provides service to neighbouring countries. The language for the provisions was carefully selected. Such proposals to modify a satellite’s coverage area would have grave detrimental effects on the future of the satellite community as satellites are inherently regional or international in nature. CEPT does not support reopening the difficult discussions associated with No. 23.13 and its sub-provisions.

4.6. In the 8 025–8 400 MHz band, WRC-97 included, through No. 5.462A, power flux-density limits applicable to geostationary EESS satellites over Regions 1 and 3 (except Japan), that are significantly more stringent than the power flux-density limits contained for this band in Table 21-4 of Article 21. WRC-97 also requested ITU-R to conduct studies on the most appropriate values for such power flux-density limits in this case (see Resolution 124 (WRC-97)). Recommendation ITU-R F.1502 was developed in response to Resolution 124 (WRC-97) and approved by the Radiocommunication Assembly in 2000 and recommends power flux-density limits different from those in No. 5.462A. WRC-2000 invited “a future competent world radiocommunication conference to review No. 5.462A, taking into account Recommendation ITU-R F.1502, and to take appropriate action.” (see Resolution 124 (Rev.WRC-2000)). 
At the last RAG meeting in June 2011, the chairman of ITU-R Study Group 5 drew the attention of Administrations and the Bureau to the fact that no WRC has taken such action since 2000 (please refer to Document RAG11-1/23). Therefore CEPT proposes the revision of No. 5.462A and consequently supress Resolution 124 (Rev.WRC-2000). 

List of relevant documents

4.1. to 4.4. 
None

4.5.
· Document ITU-R SC-WP/20
· Document ITU-R 4A/313
4.6. 
· Document ITU-R 7B/294-E



5. WRC Resolution 80 (Rev. WRC-07)
(AI 8.1.3)

Resolution 80 (Rev.WRC-07) resolves:
1	to instruct the Radiocommunication Sector, in accordance with No. 1 of Article 12 of the Constitution, to carry out studies on procedures for measurement and analysis of the application of the basic principles contained in Article 44 of the Constitution;
2	to instruct the RRB to consider and review possible draft recommendations and draft provisions linking the formal notification, coordination and registration procedures with the principles contained in Article 44 of the Constitution and No. 0.3 of the Preamble to the Radio Regulations, and to report to each future World Radiocommunication Conference with regard to this Resolution;
3	to instruct the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau to submit to each future World Radiocommunication Conference a detailed progress report on the action taken on this Resolution,

Preliminary CEPT position
[NOC] TBD 
[Note: RRB Report is already published therefore Administrations should express their views and submit contributions, if needed, to next CPG]

Background

List of relevant documents
· Relevant parts of the Director Report, namely the Report by RRB to Resolution 80 (Document WRC-12 number 11). 

Actions to be taken
Invite administrations to take into consideration the CPM Report to WRC-12 on “Action in Response to Resolution 80” as well as the relevant parts of the Report of the Director, and submit their views and/or contributions on this issue. 
 


Relevant information from outside CEPT

European Union

Regional telecommunication organisations

APT (December 2010September 2011))

Agenda item 8.1.1 Issue A

1. APT Members support the results of ITU-R studies on “Impact of ISM equipments on radiocommunication services”.

2	APT Members are of the view that the emissions of ISM equipments are adequately managed by national regulations based on the emission limits of ISM equipments provided by International Special Committee on Radiation Interference Publication (CISPR) Publication 11.

3.	APT Members support the modification of Resolution 63 (Rev. WRC-07) for the further review of the radiation limit of ISM equipments taking into account the protection criteria of the radiocommunication services using digital technology.

Agenda item 8.1.1 Issue C

1	APT Members support the results of ITU-R studies included in the Report ITU-R RS-2178 on “Essential role and global importance of radio spectrum use for Earth Observations and related applications” which shows the economic and societal importance of Earth observation systems. ITU-R studies on other possible means to improve the knowledge and understanding of administrations regarding the utilisation and benefits of these applications is also supported.

2	APT Members support improvement of the recognition of the relevant radio services, focusing in particular on Earth Observation, taking into account that methods to improve the recognition of other science applications need also to be investigated.


Agenda item 8.1.2 preliminary views
APT Members, before formulating their definitive common proposal to WRC-12, needs to carefully review the issues identified by the SC (Special Committee) at its 2010 meeting together with related attachments to the SC Report, taking into account, the Report of the Director of the Bureau, to the extent; it is available and take necessary actions, as appropriate.APT Administrations are invited to review the above issues together with related attachments to the SC Report and take necessary actions, as appropriate.
APT Members are encouraged to report to APG - WP6 any difficulties or inconsistencies encountered in the application of the Radio Regulations, as well as to notify them to the BR.

Agenda item 8.1.3 preliminary views

APT Members, to some extent, support the conclusion reached at the CPM Report on procedures for measurements and analysis of the application of the basic principles contained in Article 44 of the Constitution and recognize the need for the periodic review and consideration of recommendations and provisions related to the formal notification, coordination and registration procedures with the principles contained in Article 44 of the Constitution and No. 03 of Preamble to the Radio Regulations. 
	
Moreover, APT Members fully support that the issue of excessive filings, warehousing of the orbital spectrum resources, multiple advance publication and request for coordination at every 3 degrees orbital positions, excessive and misuse of RR 11.41, deficiencies in RR 11.44, RR 11.44.1, RR 11.48 and RR 11.49 by some Member States and several other issues reflected in the CPM-12 Report under Agenda Item 7 need to be carefully examined by WRC-12 with the view that the Conference examine the effectiveness of retention of Resolution 80 (WRC-07) in reviewing the activities undertaken during the last 15 years of the life time of this Resolution to identify whether these actions were efficient and whether any serious response is provided to meet the requirements of this Resolution. However, following points need to be taken into account.

1. RRB report on the matter is now published and the APT Members need to review that report and act accordingly.  

2. The issue was raised at WRC-97 in which the Resolution 80 was approved mainly relating to the multiple use/application of orbital position under Article 9 of the RR. Undoubtedly application of Article 11 mainly RR 11.44, R11.44.1 and RR 11.48 together with Resolution 49, proper use of steerrable beams, avoidance of creation of holes in the service area around certain courtiers from which coordination were not obtained would certainly improve the situation. However, the main attention should be focused to application of Article 9 procedure. Consequently, should one wish to resolve the matter should start from the beginning of the process and not only concentrate on the end of the process. 

The principle issue is that the RRB Report on Resolution 80(WRC-07) is merely addressing some of the difficulties encountered under Article 11 without addressing the major problems continuing to exist in application of Article 9 and those of Article 11 as mentioned above. It is noted that under WRC-12 Agenda Item 1.13, some course of action for the improvement of the situation has been proposed as contained in WP 4A report. This may need to be also duly considered by APT Members.

3 The issue of equitable access to Orbit/Spectrum resources needs to be addressed in examining the entire 3 steps process of Advance Publication, Coordination and Notification. Focusing on one step, i.e. notification, even if successfully accomplished would not lead to a satisfactory resolution of the matter due to the fact that numerous/multiple API and request for coordination are the main source of the problem. Such course of action which normally being done in a speculative manner will block the real applicant during the entire 7 years of regulatory time limit as the real applicant will be obliged to coordinate with those speculative/non real applications. The issue of misuse of certain provisions of RR such as steerrable beams, creation of holes in the service area around certain courtiers from which coordination were not obtained, RR 11.41, RR 11.44, RR 11.44.1, RR 11.48, RR 11.49, and Resolution 49 must be carefully examined and addressed.
APT Members support the conclusion reached at the Draft CPM Report on procedures for measurements and analysis of the application of the basic principles contained in Article 44 of the Constitution and recognize the need for the periodic review and consideration of recommendations and provisions related to the formal notification, coordination and registration procedures with the principles contained in Article 44 of the Constitution and No. 03 of Preamble to the Radio Regulations. However, following points need to be taken into account.
3. RRB report on the matter is being prepared and the APT Members need to review that report.
4. The issue raised at WRC-97 in which the Resolution 80 was approved mainly relating to the multiple use/application of orbital position under Article 9 of the RR. Undoubtedly application of Article 11 mainly No. 11.44, No. 11.44.1 and No. 11.48 together with Resolution 49 would certainly improve the situation. However, the main attention should be focused to application of Article 9 procedure. Consequently, should one wish to resolve the matter should start from the beginning of the process and not only concentrate on the end of the process? It is noted that under WRC-12 Agenda Item 1.13, some course of action for the improvement of the situation has been proposed as contained in WP 4A report. This may need to be also duly considered by APT Members.
4 The above-mentioned Resolution was on the agenda of the RRB meeting 29 November-3 December 2010, APT Members may need to review the outcome from that meeting and included the relevant parts of the report in their Preliminary Views on the matter.
5 The issue of equitable access to Orbit/Spectrum resources needs to be addressed in examining the entire 3 steps process of Advance Publication, Coordination and Notification. Focusing on one step, i.e. notification, even if successfully accomplished would not lead to a satisfactory resolution of the matter due to the fact that numerous/multiple API and request for coordination are the main source of the problem. Such course of action which normally being done in a speculative manner will block the real applicant during the entire 7 years of regulatory time limit as the real applicant will be obliged to coordinate with those speculative/non real applications.

ATU (date of proposalJuly 2011)
To be considered at an appropriate time; no specific position or proposal or action taken as yet.

Arab Group (date of proposal)

CITEL (November July 20110)
Agenda item 8.1.1 
Issue A preliminary views (Canada)
The guideline in the International Special Committee on Radio Interference Publication 11 (CISPR 11) emission limits for ISM equipment are considered satisfactory in the ISM band.
One administration sSupport the continued development of limits for bands not yet covered by CISPR 11.
Issue C preliminary views
· Canada
· ADD  Article 29bis in Volume 1 of RR pointing to Resolution 673 (WRC-07)
· MOD Resolution 673 (WRC-07) to increase the recognition of the importance of radio spectrum use by Earth observation applications noting the results of the ITU-R and ITU-D studies, which led to approval of relevant recommendations and reports 
· USA 
· NOC  Articles 4 & 5
· MOD Resolution 673 (WRC-07) to increase the recognition of the importance of radio spectrum use by Earth observation applications noting the results of the ITU-R and ITU-D studies, which led to approval of relevant recommendations and reports 

Agenda item 8.1.2 
(DIAP: Argentina, Canada, Brazil, Uruguay, USA, Venezuela, Mexico, Guatemala)
· Changes to No 5.388 to remain consistent with Resolution 212 (WRC-07). 
· Changes to No 5.388A to remain consistent with Resolution 221 (WRC-07).
· Changes to No 5.388B to remain consistent with No. 5.388A and Resolution 221 (WRC-07). 
· Changes to No 11.26A to remain consistent with No. 5.388A and Resolution 221 (WRC-07).
· Changes to NOTE 3 in Table 5-2 (Annex 1 of Appendix 5) to reflect the action taken at WRC-07 changing IMT-2000 to IMT as the root name for IMT-2000 and IMT-Advanced in line with Res. ITU-R 56.  
DIAP: Canada, Venezuela
· Inconsistency in the text of No. 5.389B in the six official languages of the Union 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Agenda item 8.1.3 preliminary views (Brazil)
Will review relevant Recommendations, Reports and contributions to identify possible actions
Is of the opinion that administrations should draft new recommendations on use of new modulation techniques and advanced antenna technologies in future satellite networks.

RCC (October 2010)
Preliminary position of RCC CAs
RCC CAs’ position on the Report of the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau will be determined after the presentation of the Draft Report at CPM in 2011.
Issue A (Resolution 63 (Rev. WRC-07)
RCC CAs’ position is in the stage of formation
Issue B (Resolution 547 (Rev. WRC-07)
RCC CAs’ position is not determined.
Issue C (Resolution 673 (WRC-07)
RCC CAs believe that changes in the Radio Regulations concerning acknowledgement of the role and significance of radiocommunication application for observation of Earth can be considered only after termination of detailed studies on this agenda item.

International organisations


SFCG (June 2009)
SFCG supports ITU-R studies on improving the recognition of Earth observing systems and their benefits, including the possible protection of the radiocommunication systems that support such observations. SFCG emphasises that radio based observing systems have a crucial role in detecting, warning and forecasting weather, water and climate related disasters. Since these disasters represent more than 90% of natural disasters, these systems are essential components of all-hazards emergency and disasters early-warning and mitigation systems.

WMO (January 2011)
WMO stresses the importance of Resolution 673 (WRC-07) in relation to Earth observation activities and the need to secure it as a long-term ITU-R Resolution. WMO supports and welcomes the new Report ITU-R RS.2178 on “The essential role and global importance of radio spectrum use for Earth observations and for related applications“ that represents a new major step in the recognition of Earth observations radio-spectrum applications. Also, WMO encourages the use of such study results to identify frequency bands for use in Earth observation activities, which could require consideration at future WRCs.
WMO supports the current CPM text and favours its findings mentioning as a relevant response a modification of Resolution 673 (WRC-07) at WRC-12 together with the inclusion of a new provision in the RR Article 4 urging administrations to duly recognize the importance of Earth observation radio applications.

Regional organisations

ESA (November 2008)
Same as SFCG position

Eumetnet (September 2008)
Same as WMO position


