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Dear Alexander, 

In response to the initial liaison statement from CPG PTA (Annex 17 to document CPG PTA(2010)044) and in complement to a previous feedback (Annex 25 of document ECC PT1(10)170), ECC PT1 invites CPG PTA to consider a proposed agenda item to be included in the ECP for WRC-12 Agenda Item 8.2.

ECC PT1 is maintaining and developing harmonisation measures to respond to the needs of terrestrial mobile IMT in CEPT and to ensure that a suitable regulatory framework is available to give stability for the investment, to facilitate the creation of economies of scale for the benefits of European consumers, the development of standards and implementation of relevant regulation (authorisations) at national level. Consequently, harmonisation measures developed by ECC PT1 are available in the relevant frequency bands: 790-862 MHz; 880-915 MHz / 925-960 MHz (“900 MHz band”); 1710-1785 MHz / 1805-1880 MHz (“1800 MHz band”); 2500-2690 MHz (“2.6 GHz band”) or under revision/development in others: 1900-1980 MHz, 2010-2025 MHz and 2110-2170 MHz (“2 GHz band”), 3.4-3.8GHz (“3.5 GHz band”). 

The improved performance and quality of mobile networks and the availability of new devices (like smartphones and tablets) are pushing the demand for data-oriented services in the mobile environment comparable to data rates in the wireline based services. 

The following drivers are boosting the mobile broadband traffic:


-
the market share of smartphones, tablets and dongles are experiencing a significant growth

-
the success of video sharing platforms based on user generated content (e.g. YouTube)

-
Internet browsing and access to emails lead the growth of broadband subscription (95 million mobile Internet users in Europe)

-
social networking and microblogging are becoming essential mobile applications (almost 70% of Internet users worldwide visited a social network in mid 2009)

Based on the work plan ECC PT1 has collected data from various sources (administrations and industry) to capture and analyse also the trends and consequences of strong growth of mobile broadband traffic. This information has been included in the working document highlighting the trends for mobile broadband traffic and device penetration in Europe in the timeframe 2012-2020. 

The working document indicates the strong increase of Mobile Broadband traffic in different CEPT countries as can be seen at Figure 1.
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Figure 1.  Evolution of mobile broadband traffic in some CEPT countries

Also new market estimates have been made for a “representative Western European country”( with a population of 50 million and subscriptions of more than 85 million) for the year 2020. Below Figure 2 indicates forecasted traffic estimate.
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Figure 2. Estimated monthly traffic per device (for a representative Western European country)

The ECC PT1 working document on Mobile Broadband clearly indicates that the previous forecasts made prior 2007 greatly underestimated the mobile data traffic. For example, in the beginning of 2010, the mobile broadband traffic per subscriber/day was more than 40MB for many CEPT countries. The previous ITU forecast (done prior to the WRC-07) estimated the daily average traffic per subscription for a representative European country about 28 MB in year 2012 (extrapolated estimate from ITU-R M.2072).

In consequence, ECC PT1 considers that to facilitate the successful development of the mobile broadband market and to respond in a timely manner to risks of spectrum scarcity, it would be appropriate to include in the European Common Proposal under WRC-12 Agenda Item 8.2 a new agenda item related to spectrum issues relevant to terrestrial IMT systems.

ECC PT1 would like to be kept informed about the progress in CPG PTA in developing the ECP for such an agenda item so that ECC PT1 could provide comments as appropriate.

Best regards,
Didier Chauveau

ECC PT1 Chairman

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Didier Chauveau

Mob: +33 6 8627 8236 

Agence nationale des fréquences
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E-mail: chauveau@anfr.fr

94700 Maisons Alfort
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