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to consider authorizing digital transmission for the on board communication channels and expanding the number of channels in the UHF band to support this communication application in accordance Resolution ZZZ (WRC-12). 

ADD 	EUR/8.2/	

RESOLUTION ZZZ (WRC-12)

Consideration of improvement and expansion of on-board communication stations in the maritime mobile service in the UHF bands

The World Radiocommunication Conference (Geneva, 2012),
	considering
a) that only six frequencies, in the bands between 450 and 470 MHz, are currently identified in the RR No.5.287 for on-board vessel communication stations;
b) that on-board vessel communication stations are restricted to analogue transmissions on these channels;
c) that the technical characteristics of equipment used for on-board vessel communications are identified in the Recommendation ITU-R M.1174 series;
recognizing
a)	that in most harbour environments the existing channels are congested to the extent that ship and port operations are impacted by cross transmissions;
b) that port services, e.g. crane and barges, are also dependent upon the existing channels for on-board vessel communication to conduct normal operations;
c) that additional activities in the port environment are increasing the usage of the existing channels;
d) that the adoption of digital technology in the these channels for on-board vessel communication would improve performance; 
resolves
that WRC-15 consider, based on the results of ITU-R studies:
1 to authorize the introduction of digital technology into the existing channels identified for on-board vessel communication;
2 to identify additional UHF channels for on-board vessel communication;

invites ITU-R
1 to conduct in time for WRC-15, as a matter of urgency, studies to determine the channel  requirements and potential frequency bands suitable to support on-board vessel communication and related port operations; 
2 to identify in time for WRC-15, any necessary transition arrangements required by the introduction in the Radio Regulation of digital technology in all channels identified for on-board vessel communication;
	further invites
all members of the Radiocommunication Sector and the International Maritime Organization (IMO), and the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) to contribute to these studies,
	instructs the Secretary-General
to bring this Resolution to the attention of IMO, IEC and other international and regional organizations concerned.

Reasons: …/…

