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	Date issued:
	29 September 2011

	Subject:
	New Maritime Agenda Item (On Board  Comm) for the next WRC



	Summary:
New maritime agenda item for the WRC-15


	

	Proposal: 
Enhance the on board communication stations in the maritime mobile service in the UHF bands



	

	Background: 
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PROPOSALS FOR THE WORK OF THE CONFERENCE

Agenda Item 8.2:  to recommend to the Council items for inclusion in the agenda of the next WRC, and to give its views on the preliminary agenda for the subsequent conference and on possible agenda items for future conferences, taking into account Resolution 806 (WRC-07) 
Background Information:  
Only six channels are identified for on-board vessel communication stations. The communication congestion in most harbour environments impacts ship operations. 

Proposal:

MOD 	EUR/5A32/1
	

RESOLUTION 806 (Rev.WRC-0712)

Preliminary aAgenda for the 2015 World Radiocommunication Conference

The World Radiocommunication Conference (Geneva, 20072012),

Reasons:  To modify the agenda for WRC-15 to add a new item.


ADD 		EUR/5A32/2

2.A82	“to consider spectrum requirements and possible introduction of digital technology for the on board communication channels in order to support this communication application in accordance Resolution [EUR/B82] (WRC-12).”
Reasons:  Respond to the shipboard communication congestion. 


ADD 	EUR/5A32/3

DRAFT RESOLUTION [EUR/B82] (WRC-12)

Consideration of improvement and expansion of on-board communication stations in the maritime mobile service in the UHF bands

The World Radiocommunication Conference (Geneva, 2012),
	considering
a) that only six frequencies, in the bands between 450 and 470 MHz, are currently identified in the RR No.5.287 for on-board vessel communication stations;
b) that on-board vessel communication stations are restricted to analogue transmissions on these channels;
c) that the technical characteristics of equipment used for on-board vessel communications are identified in the Recommendation ITU-R M.1174 series;
recognizing
a)	that in most harbour environments the existing channels are congested to the extent that ship and port operations are impacted by cross transmissions;
b) that port services, e.g. crane and barges, are also dependent upon the existing channels for on-board vessel communication to conduct normal operations;
c) that additional activities in the port environment are increasing the usage of the existing channels;
d) that the adoption of digital technology in the these channels for on-board vessel communication would improve performance; 
resolves
that WRC-15 consider, based on the results of ITU-R studies:
1 to authorize the introduction of digital technology into the existing channels identified for on-board vessel communication;
2 to identify additional UHF channels for on-board vessel communication;

invites ITU-R
1 to conduct studies, in time for WRC-15, in order to  determine the impact of digital technology in all channels identified for on-board  communication;
2 to conduct in time for WRC-15, as a matter of urgency, studies to determine the spectrum  requirements and potential frequency bands suitable to support on-board  communication; 

	further invites
all members of the Radiocommunication Sector and the International Maritime Organization (IMO), and the  Committee International Radio Maritime (CIRM) to contribute to these studies,
	instructs the Secretary-General
to bring this Resolution to the attention of IMO, IEC, CIRM and other international and regional organizations concerned.

Attachment
Subject:	2012 World Radiocommunication Conference Agenda item 8.2 – Proposal to support and enhance AIS technology applications 
Origin:	CEPT
	Proposal: To consider spectrum requirements and possible introduction of digital technology for the on board communication channels in order to support this communication application in accordance Resolution [EUR/B82] (WRC-12).”

	Background/reason: Analogue technology restrictions and communication congestion impact on board communication stations.
This Agenda item will allow study and possible technology improvements to improve the current communication situation.

	Radiocommunication services concerned: Maritime mobile service, ship movement service, maritime mobile satellite service

	Indication of possible difficulties: None

	Previous/ongoing studies on the issue: None

	Studies to be carried out by: ITU-R Study Group 5, Working Party 5B
	with the participation of:  IMO, CIRM, IEC

	ITU-R Study Groups concerned: Study Group 5

	ITU resource implications, including financial implications (refer to CV126): Minimal

	Common regional proposal: Yes
	Multicountry proposal: No
Number of countries:

	Remarks
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