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Introduction
During the preparation for WRC-12 Agenda Item 1.5, the responsible group ITU-R Working Party 5C studied potential approaches to harmonize frequency bands for the use by Electronic News Gathering (ENG) systems. This resulted in the development of  tuning range approach and two new Reports . 
The first Report on “Potential regional/worldwide harmonization of tuning ranges for ENG” (ITU-R F.[ENGTUNING RANGES]) provides guidance to administrations wishing to reach an agreement on tuning ranges for ENG when considering compatibility within the fixed and mobile services and sharing between stations of the fixed and mobile services with stations of other terrestrial services operating in the countries concerned. The attachment to the Report addresses regional/worldwide harmonization of ENG frequency bands and tuning ranges.
The second Report on “Deployment of ENG systems in the fixed service and sharing/compatibility with other systems/services” (ITU-R F.[ENG SHAREDDEPLOYMENT]) gives general consideration of ENG deployment in the fixed service and sharing/compatibility studies between ENG systems and other systems and services.
Europe is of the view that it is necessary and beneficial to continue the process of regional/worldwide harmonization of tuning ranges with a particular aim on harmonizing frequency bands for ENG, which would result in further investigations and sharing studies in bands already allocated to the fixed, mobile or broadcasting services depending also on the future development within these services. Moreover the mentioned Reports could be used as a basis for further studies, if needed.
Therefore Europe propose a draft new Resolution ITU-R [ENG]  which resolves that ITU-R shall carry out studies, when needed, regarding possible solutions for regional/worldwide harmonization in frequency bands and tuning ranges for ENG use and develop relevant ITU-R Recommendations and/or Reports based on the aforementioned studies as appropriate.
Since this draft Resolution aims to carry on with the work on harmonising tuning ranges for ENG equipment inside ITU-R it may have some effect on WRC-12 AI 1.5.


ADD	EUR/x.x/1
DRAFT RESOLUTION ITU-R [ENG]
Frequency bands and tuning ranges for use by terrestrial
electronic news gathering[footnoteRef:1]1 systems. [1: 1 	For the purpose of this Resolution, ENG represents all applications ancillary to broadcasting, such as terrestrial electronic news gathering, electronic field production, TV outside broadcast, wireless radio microphones and radio outside production and broadcast.] 


The ITU Radiocommunication Assembly,
considering
a)	that the use of terrestrial portable and transportable radio equipment by services ancillary to broadcasting and programme making, commonly described as electronic news gathering (ENG), which operate principally in the bands allocated to the broadcasting, fixed and mobile services has become an important element in the comprehensive coverage of a wide range of internationally noteworthy events, including natural disasters;

b)	that Report ITU-R BT.2069 provides a conclusion that the existing spectrum used for ENG is insufficient to meet anticipated demands;

c)	that a wide diversity of ENG link equipment is currently available from manufacturers, and utilized by ENG operators, therefore some level of worldwide or/and regional harmonization is an important issue which needs to be addressed;

d)	that operational constraints often introduces problems for administrations as little advance notice is often provided for some ENG requirements, which minimizes the possibility for pre-coordination, however frequency spectrum harmonization of tuning ranges would facilitate ENG link operation, particularly at events requiring cross-border coverage, such as natural disasters;

e)	that digitization may provide an opportunity for more efficient spectrum usage for ENG that could assist in meeting a growth in demand for spectrum by these systems;

f)	that modular design and miniaturization of terrestrial ENG systems has increased the portability for such equipment and has thus increased the trend towards cross-border operation of ENG equipment;

g)	that relevant ITU Recommendations and Reports can assist administrations in addressing ENG operations in their spectrum planning;

h)	that Recommendation ITU-R M.1824 provides system characteristics of television outside broadcast, electronic news gathering (ENG) and electronic field production (EFP) in the mobile service for use in sharing studies;

i)	that Recommendation ITU-R F.1777 provides system characteristics of television outside broadcast, electronic news gathering and electronic field production in the fixed service for use in sharing studies;
j)	that Report ITU-R BT.2069 provides spectrum usage and operational characteristics of terrestrial ENG, television outside broadcast (TVOB) and EFP systems; 

noting
a)	that each administration has the sovereign authority to grant licences for radiocommunication purposes;

b)	that worldwide/regional harmonization of tuning ranges for use by terrestrial ENG systems would be beneficial for administrations in their national spectrum planning and for ENG equipment users in realizing their operational requirements internationally;

c)	that some frequency bands have attributes characteristics which make their use more suitable for ENG;


recognizing
a)	that access to a globally harmonized spectrum in terms of agreed tuning ranges is highly desirable to facilitate the rapid and less restrictive deployment and operation of ENG systems from one country to another;

b)	that the dynamic nature of the use of ENG is driven by scheduled and unscheduled events such as breaking news, emergencies and disasters;

c)	that news gathering and electronic production typically take place in an environment where several television broadcasters/organizations/networks attempt to cover the same event, creating a demand for multiple ENG links which results in an increased demand for access to spectrum in suitable frequency bands;
 

resolves that ITU‑R shall
1	to carry out studies, when needed, regarding possible solutions for global/regional harmonization of frequency bands and tuning ranges for ENG use in bands already allocated to the fixed, mobile or broadcasting services, taking into account:
–	available technologies to maximize efficient and flexible use of spectrum;
–	system characteristics and operational practices which facilitate the implementation of these solutions;
2	to develop relevant ITU-R Recommendations and/or ITU-R Reports based on the aforementioned studies as appropriate

invites administrations
the membership to actively participate in the studies by providing contributions to ITU-R;


________________________
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