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Introduction
At the 30th meeting of ECC in Kazan in December last year Norway introduced document ECC(11)078 that proposed a possible revision of ECC Decision (08)08 on the harmonised use of GSM system on board vessels in the frequency bands 880-915/925-960 MHz and 1710-1785/1805-1880 MHz to include other technologies such as UMTS and LTE in addition to GSM. It was highlighted that most cruise ships and a majority of large ferries today have GSM systems on board, and that passengers, as well as crew, are now accustomed to the fact that they can use their own phones and handset on board.
ECC decided that before a decision can be taken on such a revision of ECC Decision (08)08, further information would be needed. Therefore ECC PT1 was tasked to develop a relevant questionnaire, collect and analyse the responses and to make proposals to a future ECC meeting.
To facilitate discussion in ECC PT1, Norway has developed a proposed text for such a questionnaire to collect the required information. In addition to include UMTS and LTE technologies in the decision, we are of the opinion that it should be considered to add other frequency bands, such as the 790-862 MHz, 1920-1980 MHz / 2110-2170 MHz and 2500-2690 MHz bands, in addition to the 900 MHz and 1800 MHz bands.
ECO has just finalised its Report 03 on The Licensing of "Mobile Bands" in CEPT. This report gives the latest information on the licensing situation in all the bands that Norway proposes for consideration for inclusion in the ECC Decision (08)08. This report should also be considered before a decision is made regarding the revision of the ECC Decision.
ECC PT1 QUESTIONNAIRE TO CEPT ADMINISTRATIONS
on the possible revision of ECC Decision (08)08 on the harmonised use of the GSM system on board vessels in the frequency bands 880-915/925-960 MHz and 1710-1785/1805-1880 MHz

Information to be provided in the cover of the questionnaire
	Responding organisation
	 MACROBUTTON  NoMacro [responding organisation]

	Country
	 MACROBUTTON  NoMacro [country of the responding organisation]

	Address / e-mail address
	 MACROBUTTON  NoMacro [mail address of the responding organisation]

	Contact name
	[contact name within the responding organisation]


CEPT Administrations are kindly requested to return the completed questionnaire before dd month 2012 to the European Communications Office (ECO)
To:

preferably by e-mail:

or by fax:

Introduction
Following the instructions given to ECC PT1 at the 30th meeting of ECC in Kazan (Russia) on the possible revision of Decision ECC/DEC(08)08 on GSM on board vessels, ECC PT1 kindly requests the administrations of CEPT countries to answer the following questionnaire. The information received through the questionnaire will be used to decide whether there is a need to revise ECC Decision (08)08 to include other technologies such as UMTS and LTE. At the same time the need to include other frequency bands in addition to the 900 MHz and 1800 MHz bands in the Decision should be considered.
Background

ECC/DEC/(08)08 was developed to  introduce the harmonised use of GSM on vessels in the 900 MHz and 1800 MHz bands. 

Most cruise ships and a majority of larger ferries have today installed GSM systems, and passengers, as well as crew, are now accustomed to the fact that they can use their phones and handsets on board. Furthermore, due to the natural evolution of the mobile communications technologies there are an increasing number of devices that support UMTS (3G) and LTE, also on board vessels. 
In many countries smart phones are more and more used, and these phones prefer 3G networks over 2G, even though the 2G network might have better signal strength. Consequently, passengers experience hanging on to a shore based 3G network too weak to support voice traffic or high speed data service.
It is expected that the MCV operators follow the same mobile technology trend as land based operators. As passengers and crew have become accustomed to GSM on board vessels, there are expectations that newer 3G and LTE devices are also supported on board vessels. As a result of this, there is a need of a higher volume of data traffic through the air interface. This leads to a higher demand for spectrum usage and to include additional bands, which are compatible with the land based mobile systems.

There are several international mobile operators serving the cruise, ferry and merchant marine markets with MCV with GSM-based services today. Most of these MCV operators are under pressure from the market to upgrade their 2G networks to 3G and LTE.

Consequently, it should be considered if there is a need to update the ECC Decision to include other technologies such as UMTS and LTE. It should also be considered whether other frequency bands in addition to the 900 MHz and 1800 MHz, could be included. The frequency bands 790 – 862 MHz, 1920-1980 / 2110-2170 MHz and 2500-2690 MHz seem to be the most relevant. 
Questionnaire:
Question 1

	Do you see any market demand for use of UMTS and LTE systems on board vessels?
Please give the reasons for your answer.
	


Question 2
	Based on the technical development in mobile communications, do you see any need to revise ECC/DEC/(08)08 to include other technologies such as UMTS and LTE?
	


Question 3
	Do you see any need to include other frequency bands in ECC/DEC/(08)08?
	

	If yes, what frequency bands should be added? (yes or no)
	

	790-862 MHz
	

	1920-1980/2110-2170 MHz
	

	2500-2690 MHz
	


Question 4
ECO Report 03 on The Licensing of "Mobile Bands" in CEPT includes several other frequency bands. Please provide information on the licensing of UMTS and LTE in the frequency bands listed below in your country:

790-862 MHz

	Are UMTS and LTE systems allowed?
If no, please give the reason.
	

	Are UMTS and LTE planned to be introduced?
If yes, please say when.
	


880-915 MHz / 925-960 MHz

	Are UMTS and LTE systems allowed?
If no, please give the reason.
	

	Are UMTS and LTE planned to be introduced?
If yes, please say when.
	


1710-1785 MHz / 1805-1880 MHz

	Are UMTS and LTE systems allowed?
If no, please give the reason.
	

	Are UMTS and LTE planned to be introduced?
If yes, please say when.
	


1920-1980 MHz / 2110-2170 MHz

	Are UMTS and LTE systems allowed?
If no, please give the reason.
	

	Are UMTS and LTE planned to be introduced?
If yes, please say when.
	


2500-2690 MHz

	Are UMTS and LTE systems allowed?
If no, please give the reason.
	

	Are UMTS and LTE planned to be introduced?
If yes, please say when.
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