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	1.1.1 
1.1.2 

	Summary: 

	ECC is invited to consider confirming the current decision on the frequency arrangements for the 3.4-3.6GHz band for the benefit of mobile broadband developments in Europe.. 
Considering that the 3.4 - 3.6GHz band is an important spectrum resource to increase the capacity of mobile broadband networks in Europe, which would enable the deployment of LTE-Advanced with wider bandwidths, it is suggested to mantain the current writing with regard to the frequency arrangements at the ECC Decision (11)06 allowing countries to choose either FDD or TDD, presented in Option C, following the review by ECC/PT1 that would support the necessary  development for the band. 
It is expected that LTE-Advanced operations in this band would provide a wide range of services for different users’ situations and requirements, such as area coverage in urban and sub-urban areas as well as in hot spots, in city centres and in indoor situations. All deployment types (macro/micro/pico/femto) are considered for the 3.5 GHz band.
In order to ensure efficient usage of spectrum, it would be suitable to study possibilities of ‘refarming’ and rearrangements with the aim of acquiring consecutive bands in the 3.5GHz band to allow future deployment of IMT-Advanced technologies with wider channel bandwidths to provide users with access to advanced multimedia services anytime, anywhere.


	
Proposal: 

	The 3.4 - 3.6GHz band is an important spectrum resource to increase the capacity of mobile broadband networks in Europe. This band should enable the deployment of LTE-Advanced with wider bandwidths. It would then be complementary and bring a differentiated value to the existing mobile broadband spectrum resources.
There is no common view among ECC administrations and industry concerning frequency arrangements in the 3.4 – 3.6GHz band. Therefore, it is recommended to consider Option C as an agreed compromise solution which reflects the results of the CEPT and is already included in the ECC Decision (11)06.
Co-signing companies are convinced that European consumers are best served by harmonising this band for licensed use of IMT macro, micro and pico (small cell) mobile systems. This band has potential for mobile broadband usage (larger bandwidth available) on a global basis and resulting economies of scale for the benefit of the End user.
It is considered beneficial to have the FDD and TDD regulatory text on equal level. In recent years, the uses of BWA systems in this band have demonstrated that both FDD and TDD can be used. Indeed Option C :
· provides appropriate level of harmonisation to both FDD and TDD arrangements defining block sizes and duplex gap. 
· encourages market based developments and removes the risk of selecting a solution which may result in a market failure, e.g. due to technical and operational uncertainties. 
· provides enough clarity and flexibility for the implementation of IMT and in particular IMT-Advanced while taking into account current national licensing and market situations.
Analysis of the current licenses and uses in CEPT countries demonstrates the strong fragmentation of spectrum at 3.5GHz band, which may harm deployments of advanced mobile broadband system in Europe.
The co-signing companies believe that the only possible way forward, due to the different views, is to maintain the current frequency arrangements at the ECC Decision (11)06 allowing countries to choose either FDD or TDD, presented in Option C, that does not preclude any possible development for the band.

	Background:	

	ECC/PT1 produced the draft Report from CEPT to the European Commission in response to the Mandate “Technical conditions regarding spectrum harmonisation for terrestrial wireless systems in the 3400-3800MHz frequency band”, which includes two options for the 3400-3600 MHz band as follows:
Option A: 	CEPT has identified the frequency arrangement for the 3400-3600 MHz band based 		on TDD as described in Annex 1 of ECC/DEC/(11)06 as the preferred frequency 			arrangement. A frequency arrangement based on FDD as described in Annex 2 of 		ECC/DEC/(11)06 is provided as an alternative.

Option C: 	CEPT has decided to maintain both frequency arrangements without indicating any 		preference. ECC/DEC/(11)06 to be revised to remove Decides 3.

From the discussions in the ECC/PT1 meeting, as well as from the replies to the list of topics related to technical issues & market developments (including dedicated web-meeting organised by ECO), it has been confirmed that there is no common view among ECC administrations and industry concerning frequency arrangements in the 3400 - 3600 MHz band.
Therefore ECC meeting in Toulouse has to make the decision on one of the two proposed options. 
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