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explanatory memorandum
1 INTRODUCTION
Harmonisation in numbering of telecommunications services is a long term policy contribution. Harmonisation for common number ranges, such as ‘112’ for emergency services and ‘00’ for international prefix, started already in 1970’s. Another example of harmonisation already carried out is laid down by the ECC Decision (07)03 (ECC/DEC/(07)03) which reserves the national numbering range beginning with ‘116’ for harmonised numbers for harmonised services of social value. These numbers are free of charge to the callers.

There are long term needs for assignment of one or more Europe-wide harmonised short numbers to give memorable access to the same service or type of service of public interest in a significant proportion of CEPT countries.

A study carried out by the Working Group Numbering and Networks in 2009-2010 proves that at the European level there are no common short numbers available in national numbering plans that are not already either designated for a specific purpose or assigned in one or more European countries. The result of the study with the least impact on national numbering plans is the number range beginning with 111.

It is not the objective of this Decision to associate a harmonised service to the number range beginning with 111. The objective is to have a number range available in all national numbering plans which can be used when a need for harmonisation arises.
2 REQUIREMENT FOR AN ECC DECISION
To carry out responsible telecommunications policy in Europe, in order to ensure for the countries endorsing this Decision that there are national number ranges available for long term harmonisation purposes in Europe a Decision is necessary.

Experience learns that if not coordinated at the European level countries continue to assign numbers for national purposes, which make less and less short number ranges available for European harmonised services. This implies that if we do not want to hamper European harmonisation, we have to set aside as early as possible a short number range which can be used for future harmonisation purposes.
ECC Decision of <day> <Month> 2011 on reserving the national number range 111 for long term european harmonisation purposes (ecc/dec/(11)ee)
“The European Conference of Postal and Telecommunications Administrations,
considering
a) that the harmonisation of numbering resources is necessary to allow services provided in different CEPT countries to be accessed by end-users using the same number and that it is desirable for citizens to be able to reach certain services by using the same recognisable numbers in CEPT countries;

b) that national regulatory authorities are responsible for the management of national numbering plans and for controlling the assignment of national numbering resources to specific undertakings;
c) that there are no short numbers in national numbering plans available across CEPT countries that are not already either designated for a specific purpose or assigned;

d) that to ensure that one or more short numbers can, at a point in the future, be made available for appropriate harmonised European services, it is prudent to set aside numbers within each national numbering plan for this purpose;

e) that a study carried out by the Working Group Numbering and Networks indicated that the short numbers beginning with 111 minimises the impact for the CEPT countries;
f) that harmonisation can only be envisaged if the cost-benefit analysis shows clear net benefits; 

understanding
g) that it is difficult to free number ranges that are in use and to change the purpose of reserved number ranges;

h) that any changes in number usage within national numbering plans take a long time; 
DECIDES
1. that the numbering range beginning with 111 shall be reserved in national numbering plans for long term European harmonisation purposes;

2. that countries where numbers beginning with 111 are in use will have ten (10) years to free these numbers, and thereafter reserve these numbers for long term European harmonisation purposes;

3. that countries where numbers beginning with 111 are reserved for other purposes will free these reservations within five (5) years, and thereafter reserve these numbers for long term European harmonisation purposes;

4. that this Decision enters into force on <day> <month> 2011;

5. that the preferred date for implementation of this Decision shall be <day> <month> 2011;

6. that CEPT administrations shall communicate the national measures implementing this Decision to the ECC Chairman and the Office when the Decision is nationally implemented.” 
Note:
Please check the Office web site (http://www.cept.org/eco) for the up to date position on the implementation of this and other ECC Decisions.
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