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	Summary: 

	Following the decision of the 29th ECC meeting (20-24 June 2011, Split, Croatia) to assign the issues related to mobile communications on board aircraft and vessels to ECC PT1, and taking into account that the issue of the update of ECC/DEC/(06)07 on GSM on board aircraft was put on the agenda of the 39th ECC PT1 meeting, Norway proposes that an update to ECC/DEC/(08)08 on GSM on vessels is also considered.


	Proposal: 


	Due to the natural evolution of the mobile communications technologies there is an increasing interest among ship operators to deploy networks supporting UMTS (3G) and LTE.

Consequently, an update of the decision which also includes UMTS and LTE should be considered.

ECC PT1 is invited to consider the assessment to update ECC Decision (08)08 in the review process of this Decision.

	Background: 

“ECC/DEC/(08)08 GSM on board vessels” introduced the harmonized use of GSM on vessels. 

Most cruise ships and a majority of larger ferries have GSM deployments today and passengers, as well as crew, are now accustomed to the fact that they can use their phones and handsets onboard.
Furthermore, due to the natural evolution of the mobile communications technologies there are an increasing number of devices which support UMTS (3G) and LTE, also onboard vessels. 

Consequently, the ship owners expect that the MCV operators follow the mobile technology trend. As passengers and crew have become accustomed to GSM onboard vessels there are expectations that newer 3G and LTE devices are also supported onboard vessels.

There are several international mobile operators serving the cruise, ferry and merchant marine markets with MCV (GSM) services today. Most of these MCV operators are under pressure from the market to upgrade their 2G networks to 3G and LTE.
Consequently, an update of the decision which also includes UMTS and LTE, for 900 MHz, 1800 MHz and 2.1 GHz, should be considered.
Such an update at this stage would be in line with the regular review of ECC decisions according to the rules of procedure as outlined below:

ECC Decision (08)08 was approved on 31 October 2008.
ECC Rules of Procedure (art. 12.4.1):

12.4.1
Each Decision shall be reviewed on a regular basis, but not later than every five years. The start of the review of a Decision shall be decided by the responsible entity and the review should take account of an initial assessment made by the Office, and any other relevant information. As a consequence of this review the Plenary shall decide whether to maintain, amend or withdraw the Decision.
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