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	Summary:
ECO is currently exploring the forms of cooperation with the European research projects. One main objective of this cooperation could be to keep these projects aware of current spectrum regulation in order to avoid a large gap when the results of research projects are translating to standardisation. 
· In practice, ECO and ECC should avoid to introduce any sort of discrimination between “cat.1” research projects. 
· Taking into account that the ECO resources dedicated to research projects are limited and not extensive, a mutualisation of the ECO resources should be foreseen. 

· Moreover such cooperation with research projects should not weaken the ETSI - ECC cooperation. On the contrary, it should be used to reinforce the overall cooperation between research, standardisation and regulation.
In consequence, ECO and the ECC should explore the possibility to organise once a year a “research projects” workshop/seminar, where ETSI would be also part of.
Proposal:
France invites ECO and the ECC to mutualize the cooperation with research projects (cat.1)

ECC should invite ECO to develop a proposal in order to organise once year a “research projects” workshop/seminar where 

· ECO/ECC could present the main trends / results in spectrum regulation,
· Interested research projects (cat.1) could present their main results.
This workshop/seminar should be developed with the relevant representatives of WG FM, WG SE, ECC PT1 (see cat 1 issues).
ETSI should be also part of this event to present opportunities in standardisation (to bridge the gap between research and standardization). 
Specific effort should be done to ensure SME involvement as it is recognise that they are usually the main source of application and service innovation.
Background:
According to the ECC Strategic plan, ECO should under the guidance of the ECC SG develop relations with universities and relevant scientific institutes that would be willing to do research in spectrum management and give advice to research institutes on issues to investigate or on specific research.
The last ECC meeting endorsed the proposal of the Office to concentrate more on deepening relationships with the European research projects most relevant to the ECC’s work programme, rather than widening its scope of activity.

In consequence :

· The research activity page at the CEPT web-site was rearranged as agreed by the ECC meeting: http://www.cept.org/ecc/topics/research-activity. 

· In particular, the following topics are highlighted : UWB, Wireless M2M, Cognitive Radio, IMT advanced systems (category 1)

· ECO is directly involved in BeFEMTO project (and reported time to time to ECC PT1) and relevant research projects in relation with SEAMCAT (category 2)

· The ECO launched an exploration on a form of cooperation with some research projects in order to assess whether a more interactive relationship can be developed between scientific projects and the ECC. Some contact has been established with some research projects. 
· Some projects expressed demand of involvement of ECO directly in the projects. Others demands could come into the future. 
There is a need to define at this stage, principles/mechanisms which could guide our cooperation with European research. 
Concerning the COST TERRA project on CR, subject to number of presentations at ECC level, the ECC secretary ensures the role of CEPT liaison officer ensuring an interaction between the activity of this research project and the ECC activities on CR (SE 43, WG FM CG CR). The possibility to organise an joint ECC/COST TERRA workshop was initially discussed at the last ECC SG.
The selection of the relevant European projects where ECO could be involved may raise some sensitive issue: level of involvement, risk of discriminations between research projects, resources (man days) to allocate, etc. This could endanger the basic neutrality of ECO.

Nevertheless, the cooperation with some research projects could be helpful to keep them aware of current spectrum regulation in order to avoid a large gap when the results of research projects are translating to standardisation. 
· This could result in a “Push” mode to “explain” to research what is the spectrum regulation, what is its potential which could benefit to research projects
Moreover, ECC is developing regulation to respond to concrete demands from the market (the SRDoc form ETSI are the corner stone of the ECC strategy). Such cooperation with research project should not endanger this ETSI ECC process but could help European research to reduce the gap with European standardisation.

· The objective of ECC is not to capture results of research projects. A “pull” mode should be rather limited. At least, ECC SG (and relevant PT / WG) should be kept aware on how the ECO comment on “push” mode has been received
When exploring the form of cooperation with research projects, ECC and ECO should go step by step.

· Identifying research projects “cat 1” seems an initial acceptable step which may be reviewed by ECC on time to time. 

· Moreover, ECO should not loose contact with relevant WG or PT in charge of a given topic (via contact with the relevant chairman of activity inside ECC 

· Concerning the research project as a B-Femto project where ECO is already directly involved, a regular report should be given to relevant entity in charge of the topic in ECC.
· ECO should not be involved in research projects where a Non-Disclosure Agreement rules (NDA) applies.
In practice, ECO and ECC should avoid to introduce any sort of discrimination between “cat.1” research projects.
Taking into account that the ECO resources dedicated to research projects are limited and not extensive, a mutualisation should be foreseen.
· ECO and the ECC should explore the possibility to organise once a year a  “research projects” workshop/seminar where:

· ECO/ECC could present the main trends / results in spectrum regulation

· Interested research projects (cat.1) could present their main results.

· ETSI should be also part of this event to present opportunities in standardisation (to bridge the gap between research and standardization) 

Such approach could be an opportunity to save time, money but also ensures a better knowledge of spectrum regulation, of ECC, of possibility which are offered to contribute, and increases the “networking” between various communities. 
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