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	To
	

	
Federal Communication Commission

Attn. Ms Narda Jones
445 12th Street, SW

WASHINGTON, DC 20554

United States of America


	Date
	Enclosures

	12th December 2011
	Interference in the frequency band 1 610.6 1 613.8 MHz resulting from unwanted emissions of a MSS system

	Our reference
	Your reference

	L11-ECC-034
	-

	Subject
	

	Report of harmful interference


Dear Ms Jones,

The Electronic Communications Committee (ECC) has for several years received complaints from European radio astronomers about interferences in the frequency band 1 610.6–1 613.8 MHz caused by unwanted emissions from a satellite system called HIBLEO-2 (Iridium MSS network), notified by the United States of America. In the past cases of interference into the radio astronomy service originating from the Iridium MSS network were dealt with on the basis of a framework agreement between Iridium and the Committee on Radio Astronomy Frequencies (CRAF). In §1 of that framework agreement it is stated that “From 1 January 2006, European radio astronomers shall be able to collect measurement data consistent with the recommendation ITU-R RA769-1”.

Due to continued interference received by radio astronomers in Germany at the beginning of 2006, the German administration informed the Federal Communications Committee (FCC) regarding this situation in a report of interference on March 30, 2006 (see Attachment 1 of the Annex).

Since then the interference situation has not improved and an analysis of recent observations at the Leeheim satellite monitoring station, initiated by the ECC, shows that the normal daytime operation of the satellites in the Iridium MSS network still causes interference to the radio astronomy service in the frequency band 1 610.6-1 613.8 MHz, in excess of the limits given in Recommendations ITU-R RA.769-2 and ITU-R RA.1513.

Therefore, the Electronic Communications Committee of the CEPT would like to bring to your attention the attached ECC Report 171 on the “Impact of unwanted emissions of Iridium satellites on radio astronomy operations in the band 1 610.6-1 613.8 MHz” (see Attachment 2 of the Annex). From ECC point of view, this Report provides a suitable basis for any appropriate action on the interference issue.

Please find further information on the interference scenario in the Annex to this letter and its attachments.

I would very much appreciate a confirmation of your receipt of this letter and I would like to be informed on any consequential FCC actions.
Yours sincerely,

Thomas Ewers

Chairman CEPT Electronic Communications Committee
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