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Dear Mr O’Donohue,
ECC considered at its last meeting the current Block Edge Mask contained in ECC Recommendation (04)05 and which, further to CEPT Report 15, were included in the European Commission Decision 2008/411/EC (on the harmonization of the 3.4 – 3.8 GHz frequency band for terrestrial systems capable of providing electronic communications services in the Community).
A recent ECC analysis revealed that the BEM contained in this ECC Recommendation which was developed for Multipoint Fixed Wireless Systems in 2004 are not suitable for the introduction of MFCN systems within 3.4 - 3.8 GHz (particularly for systems with large bandwidths, e.g. 20 MHz) due to a number of reasons (see more details in the ECC report to RSCom#38).
The existing 3.5 GHz BEM is justified where there is no commonly agreed frequency arrangement and maximum flexibility is needed (for Broadband Wireless Access deployments). When harmonized frequency arrangements are available and adopted, there is no need for the unnecessarily tight BEM. The BEM should be adjusted to the more harmonized conditions in order to facilitate affordable equipment, maximize the spectrum efficiency (e.g. by reduced guard bands) and thus maximize the usable amount of spectrum. ECC already launched the work to update the BEM accordingly. This activity should be finalised around end of next year.
Moreover, ECC agreed on harmonized frequency arrangements (ECC/DEC/(11)06) for the 3.4-3.6 GHz and 3.4-3.8 GHz bands to support the development of MFCN with larger bandwidth in those bands in response to high broadband mobile requirements. The frequency arrangements in the 3.4-3.6 GHz band should be subject to review no later than end of 2013 with the aim to identify a preferred frequency arrangement (FDD or TDD frequency arrangement). A TDD arrangement has been defined for the 3.6-3.8 GHz band.
ECC is pleased to share the above information in case of the European Commission would like to issue an EC mandate on the amendment of Commission Decision 2008/411/EC to address the update of the BEM and the harmonized frequency arrangements in those frequency bands. 
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