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Dear Mr O’Donohue,
In the mid-1990s the issue of Power Line Technology (PLT) was discussed within the CEPT family. CEPT studied the requirements to protect radio services up to 30 MHz against PLT access systems. Since then, the issue has also been debated in various standardisation groups within ETSI and CENELEC. Noting also that since 2000, the main PLT deployment scenarios and characteristics have changed towards in-house applications. 

The European Commission issued a mandate that resulted in the elaboration by CENELEC of standard prEN 50561-1: ”Powerline communication apparatus used in low voltage installations - Radio disturbance characteristics - Limits and methods of measurement - Part 1: Apparatus for in-home use” applying to equipment transmitting in the frequency range 1,6065 MHz to 30 MHz.

However, this standard was voted down in September 2011. 

From a regulatory point of view, PLT systems are not considered as radio services and as such, are not falling in the remits of the ECC within CEPT.

However, as a matter of fact, PLT systems impact on radio services creating interferences to the latter.

As the risk associated with these interference is growing with the deployment of PLT systems and with the fact that, as demonstrated by the on-going discussions in ITU-T, frequencies up to 470 MHz may be impacted, the ECC is willing to take the appropriate steps to ensure that radio services will not suffer interferences from PLT.

With this objective, the ECC has settled a joint WGSE – WGFM activity (see ToR attached). The ECC would be pleased to exchange views with the European Commission on how the PLT issue can be commonly handled in a satisfactory way so as to ensure the protection of the radio services. 
Yours sincerely,
Thomas Ewers
Chairman CEPT Electronic Communications Committee
Attachment

Joint WGSE - WGFM Forum Group PLT

Convenor:
Mr Yves Ollivier
Agence Nationale des Fréquences
78, avenue du général de Gaulle
94704 MAISONS-ALFORT CEDEX
France

Tel: 
+33 1 45 18 72 34
Fax: 
+33 6 83 81 23 02
Email: ollivier@anfr.fr 

Terms of reference:

•
To provide information to administrations in the CENELEC approval process of PLT standards, e.g. for prEN50561-1

•
To identify the radio services and their required protection against interference by PLT

•
To study cases of interference from PLT into radio services and based on these studies estimate the long term consequences such interference will have on these radio services

•
To monitor the ITU and other international bodies activities to ensure that the proper protection of radio services is duly taken into account

•
To report to WGSE on spectrum engineering issues and WGFM on spectrum management issues
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