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Minutes of 30th Steering Group

1. Opening remarks, Agenda

The Chairman Mr Thomas Ewers (D) welcomed the participants in the BNetzA premises in Mainz. The agenda of the SG Meeting (Annex1) and the list of participants (Annex2) are attached. 

2. Preparation of the 31st ECC Meeting’s Agenda
The Chairman informed the meeting that the majority of the AI of interest will be discussed as part of the steering group agenda. 
AI 3.1 – Appointment of CPG Chairman and issue on Vice-Chairmenship

The Chairman expressed his view that the approval of Mr Steve Bond (UK) as CPG chairman is just a matter of principle because of missing other applications. The procedure will be kept as short as needed during the first day of the next ECC meeting. 
Mr Bond added that ECC should confirm Mr Alexander Kühn (D) as Vice chairman for the period up to the next CPG meeting. The formal election can only take place at the CPG meeting but CPG should not be left in the meantime without any Vice chairman because of continuing obligations and in case the CPG chairman would be unavailable. Mr Alexander Kühn (D) informed the meeting that his Administration is still backing his personal interest in the Vice-Chairmanship of the CPG. 
AI 4.3 – WRC-12 Report and follow up to ECC
Proposed by the Chairman of WG FM, Mr Sergey Pastukh (RUS), the SG indicated that the ECC subordinated groups shall assess the results of WRC-12 and the beforehand Radio Assembly in order to analyse the possible impact and necessary follow on action towards the ECC framework. The issue will be discussed in the ECC plenary; the AI has been changed accordingly. 
AI 9.6 – Clarification on CEPT Report 39 for submission to EC
The ECC will inform the Commission, also in relation with the amendment of ECC/DEC/(06)01, on the current status. A cover page needs to be drafted at the ECC.
3. Topics and Topic teams for press releases
Two topics arising at the forthcoming ECC meeting were provisionally agreed to be covered in the associated website news article: (1) the approvals on the 2 GHz paired bands Decision, and (2) the new CPG Chairman. Other topics may be considered pending the results of the ECC. The Office will consult the relevant responsible chairmen in preparing the text.
4. Review of recent events
4.1. ECC follow up on the RSPP

The Director of the Office, Mr Mark Thomas, referred to the discussion at previous SG meeting about the impact of the EU's adopted radio spectrum policy program (RSPP) on the ECC and its work programme. The Office had also suggested that the ECC’s response may be a good subject to cover in a future Newsletter, preferably in October.

The general view of the meeting was that the RSPP was quite consistent with the ECC’s focus and work programme, and it noted that the EU’s RSPG was taking forward EU Member States interest in the RSPP and its strategic direction, including with the spectrum inventory project. The ECC should monitor the developments.  

There was some discussion  of making a Newsletter article. . It was agreed that the Office should make a draft in consultation with Mr Chauveau and Ms Seifert. The Steering Group could decide whether or not to proceed. The article should reflect the ECC SG’s view that the ETSI and CEPT cooperation remains a core element of addressing spectrum demand.

The ECO should maintain a matrix document relating RSPP provisions to elements of the ECC’s work programme, reviewed regularly by the SG for management purposes. 
4.2. Provisional arrangements on Chairmenship of WG SE
The Chairman informed that the Chairman of WG SE, Mr Bruno Espinosa (F), has been selected to join ECO. He approached both Vice-Chairmen of WG SE on an interim arrangement for the WG SE meeting in September, expressing his expectation, that a cooperation of both in a co-chairmanship will solve the issue. The Chairman of WG SE added that also his secretary will no longer available after the 30th May 2012. 
It has been proposed to task the Office to provide secretarial support for the next meeting of WG SE. The SG approved this approach to be recommended to the ECC; the Director of the Office will take appropriate steps.
The appointment procedure for a new chairman for WG SE will be initiated at the next ECC meeting. 

4.3. ECC Vice Chairman

4.4. ECC Chairman
The Chairman informed the group that Mr Stelios Himonas (CYP) has been promoted within its administration and his new task will not allow him to act further as ECC Vice-Chairman. The related procedure to call for applications from the members is to be started at the next ECC meeting but the Chairman, noting the fact that he will also resign, proposed to suggest to ECC to postpone the related activity to the October meeting of the ECC, to allow the new ECC Chairman for choosing his team. Hereafter the Chairman shortly summarized the background for his early resign and informed that according to the RoP the procedure to appoint the new ECC Chairman will be started in the forthcoming meeting of the ECC. 
5. Difficulties (issues to be raised from project team meetings, if any)
5.1. New Mandate on UWB and 3.4 - 3.8 GHz
The SG has been informed by the Chairmen of the responsible groups that the work on both topics is well scheduled and on-going, there are no difficulties foreseen.
5.2. PMSE
The Chairman of WG SE informed the SG that a liaison had been send to WG FM and FM51 clarifying that all necessary studies for the middle gap in the 800 MHz band had been finalised. The Chairman of WG FM responded that FM did not too much into detail yet. 

A dedicated Report to be send from ECC to EC will be provided by the Chairmen of WG FM and FM51 and discussed under AI 9.11 of the June ECC Agenda. 
5.3. Permanent Mandate on SRD
The Chairman of WG FM informed on the current status of the work related to this year’s response on the Mandate.
A major outstanding issue is the coordinated review of the SRD and the 169 MHz Decisions (as outlined in draft CEPT Report 43), including the possible repeal of the 169 MHz EC Decision, in order to streamline the regulatory conditions for short range devices and reduce the administrative burden for updating the instruments. This implies ultimately that all the remaining 169 MHz SRD (low power) harmonisation measures will be included in the CEPT Report 44 on the fifth update of the EC Decision for SRD.
Mr Pastukh summarised that work is progressing well in WG FM and SRD/MG regarding the development of draft CEPT Report 44 on the fifth update of the technical annex of the EC Decision for SRD, but In order to fulfil the schedule of the EC Mandate and because of the series of the WG FM, RSC and ECC meetings at the end of 2012, WG FM need to be authorised to adopt draft CEPT Report 44 for the public consultation at the next WG FM meeting. There are two SRD/MG meetings scheduled in June and August 2012 to support this planning.
The SG endorsed the approach and recommends the approval of authorisation under AI 9.2 of the ECC agenda.
5.4. Relation in between CPG PTA and FM49 / ECC PT1 and CPG PTD
The SG discussed shortly an issue brought up by the Chairman of WG FM, who sought clarification on the future cooperation of FMPT 49 and CPG PTA in relation to AI 1.3 of the next WRC with relation to PPDR.

The vice-chairmen of the CPG informed the SG about the decision of CPG that the PT of the CPG are generally invited to liaise directly with the appropriate WG or PT especially of WG FM and WG SE on their need. 
The SG expressed the general view that the CPG is a self-standing entity within ECC and will manage time schedules and work on its own. The SG made clear that the usual common approach used in the past has to be followed, meaning that ECC WG/PT will wait for LS of the relevant group of the CPG rather than creating new work items, which may be out-of-scope. 

Nevertheless, some members of the SG expressed concerns that a general debate on the distribution of work relating to WRC-15 within ECC could rise in the ECC plenary. 

In response to the request of the Chairman of WG FM the Chairman concluded that FM49 shall carry on within its tasked scope and should response to related requests of the PTA, if appropriate. PTA is invited to assess the results of FM49 and to include relevant information where necessary and appropriate into its preparatory work on the ECP on WRC-15 AI 1.3, i.e. Resolution 646. Duplication of work and/or delay will be avoided by the Chairman of FM49, Mr Peter Buttenschön (D), who is concurrent the entitled CEPT Coordinator on WRC-15 AI 1.3 and therefore supposed to attend both meetings.

ECC SG also noted the decision of the CPG which agreed to create CPG PTD to develop positions for WRC AI 1.1 and 1.2. It was agreed to hold these PT D meetings co-located and scheduled in conjunction with ECC PT1 as far as possible, as it is likely that many of the participants will attend both meetings.

According to ECC SG, this CPG’s decision gives sufficient flexibility to organize ECC PT1 and PTD meetings in the most efficient way according to the issues to be addressed and interests of participants of both groups. ECC SG recalled that the same rules, ECC RoP and WM, apply to project teams, either ECC PT1 or CPG PT D. The ECC PT1 chairman informed that the week 38 has been already identified for the ECC PT1 and CPG PTD meetings in September and that the relevant time table will be defined prior the meetings taken into account contributions and topics identified. This will be reflected within the invitation to be circulated soon. In 2013, the current assumption is to organize the ECC PT1 and CPG PTD meetings during the weeks where ECC PT1 meetings dates are already identified. ECC SG endorsed this approach.
5.5. Unpaired bands at 2 GHz
The Chairmen of ECC PT1 and WG FM informed the SG on the work progress on the unpaired bands at 2 GHz. A report will be provided by WG FM to the ECC meeting.
5.6. Risk assessment procedures for market surveillance (ADCO R&TTE)
ADCO R&TTE is developing a risk assessment procedure to take rapidly non-compliant products from the European market, if a serious risk is identified (see RAPEX system). ECC was invited to support ADCO on the evaluation of the risk related to aspects covered by the essential requirements addressed in article 3.2 of the R&TTE Directive.

The Chairman and the Vice-Chairman of WG SE, Mr Karl Löw (D) reported on the ongoing activities between ADCO R&TTE and ECC/WG SE, referring i.e. to the RAPEX procedure. ADCO R&TTE provided in a LS to the ECC generic description of the risk assessment procedure and raised specific questions on the identification and description of typical harm scenarios in the radio environment. These questions were considered within the recent meeting of WG SE and some guidance to ECC SG was provided (ECC SG(12)011).

ECC SG has considered and discussed the proposed response to ADCO R&TTE and invited all ECC SG members to reconsider and discuss this issue further in the ECO Forum (under WG SE in the WG SE folder). A consolidated view will be presented to the ECC meeting, which will be used as basis to liaise with ADCO R&TTE. The next meeting of the relevant ADCO subgroup is scheduled for 4th to 5th June 2012.

6. WM/RoP
6.1. Changes to ToR of ECC PT1
The Chairman of ECC PT1 introduced the proposed changes to the ToR in document ECC SG(12)006. These changes were considered to allow ECC PT1 to fulfil its tasks properly. The SG decided to move the topic down to section 9 of the ECC draft agenda. 
6.2. Considerations on WM and RoP
The Director of the Office introduced document ECC SG(12)014 containing several requests with regards to the further maintenance of the RoP and WM. This included a suggestion to consider restructuring the RoP and WM, to amalgamate them into a single document, with a stable core, and Annexes with a less onerous requirement for approving amendments.
After longer discussion and gathering of views the SG concluded to be in favour of maintaining the RoP and WM as separate documents. The Director offered to bring forward alternative proposals in due course to address the Office’s concerns, but within the existing structure. 
With regards to the discussions above the Chairman of WG FM raised the issue of standardised minutes principles e.g. related to limiting observer statements which distort the balance and readability of minutes. The SG shared the view that too formalistic approaches shall be avoided and in general only administrations shall be allowed to add statements to minutes of a meeting. 
7. MoU/LoU

7.1. NATO
The NATO proposed a draft LoU with ECC in document ECC SG(12)007. The Steering Group appreciated the approach, but would like to see the draft extended by mentioning the CIV-MIL group. A related revision will be drafted in correspondence and after approval by NATO contributed to the forthcoming ECC meeting.
7.2. EDA
The Chairman informed the SG of an approach of the European Defence Agency to consider a LoU with them. Main request of the approach was an insight to the SG on a related proposal. While in general open for and inviting the provision of a LoU proposal by EDA; the SG required clarification on the mission statement of EDA and on the application of reciprocity to both organisations. The Chairman will get in contact with EDA to elaborate the issues raised.  
7.3. Withdrawal FLO Forum
The latest maintenance of the ECC email lists unveiled that the FLO FORUM was dissolved in September 2011. There is no other organisation taking over tasks or responsibilities. The SG therefore suggested the withdrawal of the LoU and tasked the Office with the necessary steps. 
8. Planning/Report of next ECC activities/relations

8.1. Consultations with FCC/NTIA and Industry Canada – Draft Agenda
The SG discussed the issues to be proposed for the draft agenda of the next consultations with FCC/NTIA and Industry Canada. Basis was document ECC SG(12)004 containing already collected proposals. The SG considered and reordered the draft, distributed the presentations to the needed entities. The draft agenda will be sent to the organisers in the Americas subject to their changes and/or approval. 
8.2. Closer cooperation with APT
The Chairman reported from his visit of the latest wireless group meeting of the APT (AWG), where the issues of interest are as pretty much the same as discussed in the ECC. On suggestion of the Chairman during that meeting it has been agreed to enhance further the cooperation in between the ECC and the AWG. The Chairman informed the SG that he already tasked the Office on the necessary steps. The Director of the Office, Mr Mark Thomas, presented the steps taken in response in document ECC SG(12)003. The Chairmen of the ECC subordinates are invited to check and revise the table, where appropriate. 
The SG appreciated the approach of the Chairman and expressed the view that the closer cooperation with the APT will be very helpful.
9. ECO – Matters

9.1. Result of the 2nd Workshop on CR/SDR
Several members of the SG had attended the workshop over the previous two days. The ECO Director undertook to submit an input paper to the plenary summarising the main statistics of the event, and setting out the results of the questionnaire made to delegates, and the points in the slides used in the concluding session.
The WG FM Chairman advised that the September meeting of WG FM will provide revised Terms of Reference for a replacement body for the CR CG; this may be either a PT or an FG.
The SG invited all interested ECC entities to assess the result of the 2nd Workshop on CR/SDR and to propose related changes to the roadmap on CR/SDR, if considered appropriate.
9.2. Activities on Research Projects 
The ECO Director advised that due, inter alia, to the commitment to WRC and the planning and execution of the cognitive radio workshop, the engagement programme had not been progressed since the last ECC meeting. Therefore the office would not be bringing forward a paper to the Plenary on this occasion. He noted that much of the research activity was associated with cognitive radio, and the engagement programme had improved the background for preparing the workshop.
9.3. Communications

Mr Thomas introduced document ECC SG(12)010 summarising current progress and planned next steps in the ECC communications activity. This was the SG's first opportunity to review the ECO’s experiment in providing a media monitoring service to inform the ECC's communications planning. The meeting considered that the media summaries were rather duplicative of similar services already provided within member administrations, and the experiment should be discontinued. The ECO had suggested running monthly electronic meetings to plan specific communications actions. The SG agreed that electronic planning meetings could be useful, but that they should be held on an ad hoc basis and driven by specific agendas and proposals when necessary (typically once between physical SG meetings).

He also invited the SG to consider possible topics for the next release of the ECC Newsletter to be provided in October 2012. The SG decided on the following preliminary topics: L-Band, 2.3-2.4 GHz, the Forum Group for Amateurs and the further treatment of Cognitive Radio by the ECC, referring also to the related activities of ETSI TC RRS and ETSI BRAN on CRS.
9.4. 2013 Work Programme Sketch
ECO document ECC SG(12)012 set out the preliminary 2013 Work Programme for the ECO to be presented to the ECO Council the following week. This was a first step towards developing more firm proposals leading up to the autumn meetings of the ECC and of the ECO Council. It was informed by dialogue with WG/CPG/PT1 Chairmen, and also reflected a resource which had been slightly reduced in an attempt to accommodate some of the requests received from Com ITU Comments within the group included that synergies should be explored between Nan and ComITU, and that the ETSI activity on cognitive radio, as well as TC SES, should receive attention.
10. Future Meeting Dates

The Steering group agreed on the following dates and venues for the upcoming meetings:

02.10.2012
[TBD] 
13.02.2013
[TBD] 
04.06.2013
[TBD]
08.10.2013
[TBD] 
2013 Dates for ECC 
03 - 08.03.2013
02 - 05.07.2013
03 - 08.11.2013 
The related venues are still subject to invitation by the Administrations.

11. Any other business

Mr Thomas raised a few issues, including the following.
· the SG agreed that a more permanent CEPT chat system would be useful. As well as the major international conferences, delegates to ITU study groups and other coordination meetings could benefit. The Office would bring forward more specific proposals to a later meeting.
· with the departure of Marc le Devendec from the office at the end of June, responsibility for coordinating the Office’s liaison with ETSI would pass to Jean-Philippe Kermoal,

· now that EFIS included self-loaded national implementation information of ECC deliverables, some discrepancies were apparent with the implementation status noted directly to the office for the deliverables library (ECO DocDB).

12. Closure of the meeting

The chairman closed with grateful thanks for the good cooperation of the participants and closed the meeting 15:00.
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