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Minutes of 32nd Steering Group
Opening remarks, Agenda
The Chairman, Mr Eric Fournier welcomed the participants in the ANFR premises in Maisons-Alfort, France. The agenda (Annex1) of the SG Meeting has been amended slightly. The list of participants is attached in Annex 2. 
Chairmanship
· Vice chairmanship of  ECC
The chairman confirms to have received two nominations for the vice chairmanship of ECC. Portugal nominated Jaime Afonso and Romania nominated Aurelian Sorinel Calinciuc. The chairman will organize, if necessary, a secret ballot in accordance with the rules of procedure, on Thursday morning during the ECC plenary
· Vice chairmanship of  CPG and WGSE
The chairman congratulates the new vice-chairmen of CPG and WGSE which have been elected recently, Gerlof Osinga (NL) and Alexander Kuhn (G) for CPG, João Duque (P) and Alexandre Guerin (F) for WGSE. Those new Vice-Chairmen are now members of the steering group of ECC.
Preparation of the 33rd ECC Meeting’s Agenda
The ECC SG reviewed the draft agenda of the ECC and took note of the following issues. 

AI 5.4 Final Approval of the Draft ECC Decision (13)01 on the harmonised use, free circulation and exemption from individual licensing of Earth Stations On Mobile Platforms (ESOMPs) within the frequency bands 17.3-20.2 GHz and 27.5-30.0 GHz based on the results of the Public Consultation
WGFM chairman confirmed that FM 44 has been tasked to prepare an ad-hoc Report for the implementation of the rule established in item 3 of Annex 1 of the proposed ECC Decision.

AI 6.1 – Final Approval of CEPT Report 44 in response to the EC Permanent Mandate on the ”Annual update of the technical annex of the Commission Decision on the technical harmonisation of radio spectrum for use by short range devices” based on the results of the Public Consultation 
The steering group invited the WGFM chairman to draft a cover letter in order to highlight to the EC the main conclusions of this CEPT report; the proposed amendments to the SRD framework based on ECC studies and the issues which are for further studies. 

AI 6.2 Final Approval of CEPT Report 46 to the European Commission in response to the Mandate on inclusion of information on rights of use for all uses of spectrum between 400 MHz and 6 GHz (Tasks 1 to 3 in response to the EC Mandate on EFIS) based on the results of the Public Consultation
As this CEPT Report suggests possible improvements of annex 2 of Decision 2007/344/EC, ECC SG agreed to put this item on the agenda of the next ECC-EC meeting in March.

AI 6.3 Final Approval of CEPT Report 48 to the European Commission in response to the second mandate to undertake technical studies on mobile communications on-board aircraft (MCA) based on the results of the Public Consultation
This CEPT report covers two connectivity scenarios (1800 MHz LTE + 2 GHz UMTS FDD) responding to the objectives of the mandate. The ECC PT1 chairman informed the ECC SG that the report has been finalized on the basis of ECC Report 187 adopted finally in January 2013 by WG SE. 

AI 6.4 Final Approval of CEPT Report 50 to the European Commission in response to part A of the mandate “On technical conditions regarding spectrum harmonisation options for wireless radio microphones and cordless video-cameras (PMSE equipment)” based on the results of the Public Consultation
The ECC SG noted that this CEPT Report concludes that the bands under consideration are appropriate for the development of harmonized technical and operational conditions for PMSE audio applications in Europe. It has been mentioned also that additional studies are required to determine the availability of the band 1785-1805 MHz for audio PMSE taking into account the interference from operations in adjacent bands, based on on-going WGSE studies. These additional results  will be included in a supplemental CEPT report to be sent for public consultation at the June ECC meeting.

AI 7 Studies relating to the frequency bands 470-694 MHz
The ECC SG discussed the follow up of the last CPG on 470-694 MHz where the ECC Chairman agreed to add an agenda item at this ECC meeting to address issues relating to the long term evolution in this frequency band. It has been agreed to refine the description of the relevant ECC agenda item on this topic in order to stimulate initial discussion on technical studies which could be developed by the ECC to contribute to the debate. It is expected that CEPT could analyse how different networks can deliver different category of contents to various terminals and in various environment. 
It has been suggested that a workshop could be a way to initiate this activity. ECC SG agreed that could be held preferably after the summer period. 
ECC SG agreed that a first exchange of views could take place at ECC meeting in March in order to assess opportunities for such studies in ECC. The decision on how to organise the work could be finalised at the ECC in June.

AI 8 (New) Mandates from EC 700 MHz
The ECC SG investigated how to organise the work to respond to the expected new 700 MHz mandate under finalisation at European level taking into account the various tasks and the two phases of the draft mandate as foreseen at this stage. ECC SG concluded that this mandate could be given to ECC PT1 which could develop, where appropriate, relevant LS with other ECC entities (WG FM/FM 51 (PMSE) and FM 49 (PPDR), WG SE/SE7(PMSE))

AI 9.1 Progress report from WG FM and WG SE on the mandate to CEPT to undertake studies on the harmonised technical conditions for the 1900-1920 MHz and 2010-2025 MHz frequency bands (unpaired terrestrial 2 GHz band) in the EU

The ECC SG noted the current organisation established by WG FM to respond to the EC mandate and that in June 2013, ECC has to approve the interim CEPT report to EC 
Element of context/Issues to be discussed
WCIT 2012 Dubai

The ECC SG further explored the differences between the preparation process between WRC and WCIT and the negotiations during both conferences. 
ECC SG noted that more comprehensive exchange of view with the Commission is needed during the WRC preparation. 
ECC SG agreed to consider the WRC preparation issue at the Agenda of the next ECC-EC meeting in March.

Co-existence between GSM-R and public mobile networks
The ECC SG discussed the request for CEPT participation to the ad hoc GSM R interference ad hoc group as a follow up of the workshop organised the 5 November by the European Commission (DG MOVE and DG CONNECT) and the European Railways Agency.   
The ECC SG noted the current on-going activity of WGFM on that topic and agreed that the current chairman of WG FM GSM R CG: Thomas Weilacher (G) will report on ECC activity in this group. Where appropriate any possible follow up action from ECC side should be considered in this WG FM GSM R CG. Moreover it has been clarified that any modification of the current EC framework should be done under Spectrum Decision further to an EC mandate.
 Approval of ECC Reports 128, 150 and 181
 5 GHz 
The ECC SG noted that the European Commission announced at the last WG FM its intention to give a mandate to CEPT on WiFi in the 5 GHz range. The issue will be further discussed  at the next EC – ECC meeting. 
Planning/Report of next ECC activities/relations
Agenda EC-ECC consultation 21 March 2013
ECC SG agreed to propose the following items for the next ECC-EC meeting:
· Preparation of WRC-15
· Inventory:  improvements of annex 2 of Decision 2007/344/EC
· GSM-R interference issue
· 5 GHz
· EC mandate 3,4-3,6 GHz 
ECO – Matters

EFIS
The Director of the Office, Mark Thomas, referred to the input presentation paper (ECC SG (13)006) which summarised a range of developments which have recently been undertaken or are currently underway in the EFIS system.  The Steering Group agreed that a similar paper should be presented to the plenary, updated as appropriate.

Merger of E-Mail Reflectors and Website Group Membership
Mr. Thomas explained that the integration of e-mail reflector lists with the group membership management arrangements on the website should be ready for deployment by the end of March. This initiative had been prompted by user confusion about the separation between the two systems; with many people assuming that membership of the group automatically put them on the relevant e-mail reflector list.  Document ECC SG (13) 007 listed the main impacts of the change.  The Director drew attention to the newly improved forum on the website as a tool which users may in many cases find superior to the more traditional method of developing documents by e-mail circulation.

The ECC SG welcomed that maintenance of e-mail reflector lists would be streamlined, and also the possibility for recipients to opt out of the list as part of group membership on the website. 
In addition, it was noted that  the ECC email reflector itself is not used while  people could be  interested to know the activity of the group, even though they may not be part of the various ECC lists. The office undertook to consider how to address that case.  
The ECC SG agreed that it would also be necessary for ECC to have a clear and well understood relationship between the single set of group members, and the various ECC lists (currently List A through to List D) which have specific functions.

Communications
Doc. ECC SG (13)003 outlined ECO proposals for two further initiatives with communications.  
· The first would be a factual monthly summary of ECC's activities (working groups and project teams, consultations etc.).  
· The second would be for the ECC to use Twitter as part of its communications package.  The adoption of Twitter in particular would take the ECC into less familiar territory, where the implications and constraints of using the medium in this context needed to be properly understood; the document set out some of these considerations.  There was an element of experimentation about the plans, and the Office intended to monitor how it worked out in practice, with the advice to be prepared to change approach in the light of experience.
The ECC SG believed that the monthly bulletins would be helpful, and encouraged the Office to seek means to distribute it more proactively, as well as posting it on the website as proposed.  The ECC SG also endorsed the Office’s tentative proposal to include a short summary of highlights.  

After an open discussion about the dynamics of using Twitter, the ECC SG proposed that in presenting initiatives to the plenary,  some examples of what sort of ‘Tweets’ (messages sent on Twitter) might have been sent in January and February would be helpful.  This could help members better to understand how the concept would be applied. ECO agreed to take on baord this taks for the next ECC plenary.

The document also set out three topics for the next edition of the ECC Newsletter.  The office agreed to consider the addition of ESOMPs as a fourth item to cover

Implementation status of deliverables ECC (13)005

The Director returned to the theme covered at the previous SG meeting, with a draft paper for the forthcoming plenary meeting.  The paper as expected recommended (inter alia) discontinuing publication of implementation status of deliverables. The Director noted that a particular approach would be needed in respect of a few Recommendations with an operational character: Rec. 70-03 on SRDs and others in amateur, where implementation status is an important part of the documents themselves. 
A minor change to the ECC working methods to reflect these changes would be desirable and the proposals from ECO has been uploaded as an ECC input in conformity with the 2 weeks rule. In case ECC supports the proposals made by ECO, the ECC SG invited the ECO to explore the issue and to report at the next SG meeting.
Cooperation with others organisations
Steve Bond, CPG Chairman, mentioned that Stella Lyubchenko (ECO) had kindly agreed to be the CPG focal point for relation with the other Regional Organisations.

[bookmark: _GoBack]However, it was noted that there are cases where others ECC groups may be interested in attending meetings of regional Organisations, for issues not relating to WRC. An example is AWG. 
The SG confirmed that in such case, Stella Lyubchenko (ECO) will be the CEPT focal point. 
Future Meeting Dates
[bookmark: OLE_LINK3][bookmark: OLE_LINK4]The Steering group agreed on the following dates and venues for the upcoming meetings:
27-28.05.2013 (lunch to lunch) Maisons-Alfort
07 - 08.10.2013 (lunch to lunch, followed by ECC-ETSI)	Maisons-Alfort 

2013 Dates for ECC 

05 - 08.03.2013  Bratislava, Slovakia
18 - 21.06.2013  Toulouse, France
05 - 08.11.2013  Berlin, Germany
For information the next ECC-CA-USA meeting will be 17th and 18th September 2013 in Canada.
The calendar for 2014 for the meeting of the various groups has been coordinated. The ECC secretary will prepare a compilation of the calendar for the ECC plenary.
Closure of the meeting
The chairman closed with grateful thanks for the good cooperation of the participants and closed the meeting.
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	1. 
	Welcome, opening, adoption of the agenda
	001

	2. 
	Chairmanship
	

	
	· ECC Vice Chairman
· CPG Vice Chairman
	

	3. 
	Elements of context / Issues to be discussed
	

	
	· WCIT 2012 Dubai 
· EFIS/inventory
· Co-existence between GSM-R and public mobile networks
· PMSE at 1800 MHz
· Consideration on LTE and SRD above 863 MHz
· LSA
· Draft Mandate 700 MHz
· Unpaired 2 GHz band
· Overall strategy for the future use of UHF band 
· Invitation to nominate the CEPT representative to the ad hoc GSM-R interference follow-up group
· CEPT report on MCA
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	4. 
	Preparation of the Agenda for the 33rd ECC meeting
	002 Rev 2, 008

	5. 
	Planning/Report of next ECC activities/relations
	

	
	· Agenda EC-ECC consultation 21 March 2013
· Agenda #16 ECC-ETSI   8-9 October 2013
	


	6. 
	ECO matters and Topic for press releases
	

	
	· Update on EFIS
· Merger of e-mail reflectors and Website Group membership
· Communications:
· monthly summary bulletin and use of Twitter, 
· planning for the ECC meeting communications and the next ECC Newsletter (March)
· Discussion to bring forward a paper on deliverables and implementation to the March meeting (including abolishing implementation status of Recommendations) 
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	7. 
	Cooperation with others organisations
	

	8. 
	Future meeting dates (coordination for 2014 for WGSE, WGFM, PTI, Nan, CPG and ECC plenary)
	

	9. 
	Any other business	
	

	10. 
	Closure
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