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	Summary
Digital Terrestrial Television (DTT) is a spectacular success. With its low cost and easy access it has become the most popular delivery platform for television content in Europe. European consumers have embraced DTT and are investing in new receiving equipment. DTT networks now deliver some 2000 TV channels and this content is enjoyed in about 50% of European households by 275 million viewers, each spending some 4 hours watching linear TV every day. This success has also contributed to the very large adoption of the European DVB-standards for DTT around the world.
Consumers and the Terrestrial Broadcast Industry have made substantial investments to switch over from analogue TV to DTT, allowing for the 800 MHz Digital Dividend spectrum to be made available for Mobile Broadband services, resulting in a very efficient and intensive spectrum use of the 470 - 790 MHz spectrum band. Furthermore, broadcast network operators continue to invest to optimize network design to efficiently utilize the spectrum as per the GE06 frequency plan, adjusted to take-account of the clearance of 800 MHz.
There are several scenarios for DTT to continue to develop and innovate subject to stable, including general migration to HDTV and accomodation of 3D and UHDTV, long term certainty over access to radio spectrum, the life blood of the platform.
As the studies and discussions on the 800MHz and 700MHz band have shown that Broadcasting and Mobile services cannot share the same band. In order to ensure long term viability of terrestrial broadcasting, the 470-694 MHz band shall remain allocated to broadcasting on a primary basis, and must NOT be considered as a candidate band for IMT services in Region 1, even on a co-primary basis, under the WRC-15 agenda item 1.1.

	Proposal
1. If ECC decides to develop a long term European strategy for the use of the UHF frequency band this strategy must ensure long term viability of terrestrial broadcasting in Europe, including the possibility for further development and innovation such as general introduction of HDTV and future services such as UHDTV.
2. BNE is prepared to further contribute to the development of the above mentioned strategy.
3. For this purpose, the 470-694 MHz band shall remain allocated to broadcasting on a primary basis and shall NOT be considered as a candidate band for IMT services in Region 1 under the WRC-15 AI 1.1.




	Background: 

DTT is a Great European success story

DTT is now launched in the majority of  European countries and the European DTT standards (DVB) are the most widely adopted in the world (Europe, Russia, India, Thailand, Australia, Africa ..).  

DTT networks now deliver some 2000 TV channels. European citizens have embraced DTT and continue to invest in new receiving equipments; about 50% of European households representing 275 million viewers, each spending some 4 hours watching linear TV every day. Furthermore, the time spent in Europe viewing linear content continues to grow.

In addition, the majority of secondary TVs rely on DTT.

The Terrestrial Broadcasting industry is investing and continuously optimizing its network design to efficiently use the spectrum available based on the GE06 plan and procedures. Whilst, substantial investments have also been made to clear the 800 MHz band.

Further development of networks and services will continue taking account of technical enhancements. DTT is continuously innovating. HDTV and  Connected TV are already growing and we can see 3D and UHDTV coming pending availability of spectrum

Low cost for media delivery

Network cost is typically between € 0.2-1 per household per month for up to 60 channels distributed 24/7. Per channel distribution cost can be as low as € 1c per household per month.

For consumers, access is very easy and with no cost at point of consumption of a wide offering of free-to-air content  Whilst, in some member states low-cost and premium subscription TV have also been successfully introduced on the DTT networks..

DTT is a key building block of the Audiovisual Ecosystem and underpins European content creation. In many countries, terrestrial broadcast licenses are linked to local or national obligations for content creation. Hence, DTT has become an essential part of the Audiovisual Ecosystem offering , freedom of choice, cultural diversity and political cohesion.Without a dynamic terrestrial platform incentives for broadcasters and content creators may be lost.
DTT and spectrum

Broadcasters and Network Operators have invested to allowing for the 800 MHz band to be made available for IMT and mobile broadband services. Countries completing Analogue Switch Off (ASO) early did introduce DTT in the whole 470-862 MHz band but have been forced to conduct a second migration to make the 800 MHz band available. Countries completeing ASO later have accomodated their DTT networks in the 470-790 MHz band from the start. However, in both cases, extensive re-coordination has been necessary to replan the original GE06 layers affected by the 800 MHz digital dividend.

The current discussion on the 700MHz band produces great uncertainties with regard to existing and future investments in European DTT networks.


	
DTT spectrum use is efficient, intense and now equally spread across the entire 470 to 790 MHz range. Where applicable Single Frequency Networks are in extensive use both in regional and nationwide networks.

Finally, it is worth noting that a majority of European Administrations that responded to the questionnaire carried out by the ITU last year foresaw a continued need for the whole 470-790 MHz band for TV broadcasting. This is consistent with the views expressed by most of the EU Administrations  in their answers to the RSPG questionnaire, when considering not only the existing situation, but also the needs for evolution and development of innovative services.


	
Conclusion
The forthcoming WRC 15 decisions on the 700 MHz band and the discussions about the possible future use in Europe of the 700 MHz band has created significant uncertainties for the industries affected.
There are several scenarios for DTT to continue to develop and innovate subject to stable, long term certainty over access to radio spectrum, the life blood of the platform.
In order to ensure a long term viability of terrestrial broadcasting, the 470-694 MHz band shall remain allocated to broadcasting on a primary basis. Consequently, it must NOT be considered as a candidate band for IMT services in Region 1, even on a co-primary basis, under the WRC-15 agenda item 1.1.
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