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Dear Mr O’Donohue,
I would like to inform you that ECC, during its 33rd meeting in Bratislava (Slovak Republic), adopted the final CEPT Report 44 in response to the Fifth Update of the technical annex of the EC Decision for SRD. The CEPT Report 44 is attached.

During the process of finalisation of the CEPT Report 44 in the public consultation and comment resolution phase, it was noted that there are deviations between the CEPT Report 44 and the last document in RSCOM on this subject, i.e. the EC preliminary draft implementing measure as set out in document RSC 12-47 (dated 21 November 2012). We are providing in an annex to this letter a summary of the main points of difference which we hope will, as well as Report 44 itself, be helpful to the further development of the EC draft implementing measure. The annex to this letter points out areas where the draft Commission rules include elements which in our opinion have not been properly tested at this point in time. This includes pooling SRD types of applications in low latency/continuous transmissions and/or low latency/high reliability type of classes, and which therefore are quite deliberately excluded from CEPT Report 44, or where the Commission draft removes specific provisions which Report 44 recommends be retained. ECC is clearly advising against such deviations.

Yours sincerely,
Eric Fournier
Chairman CEPT Electronic Communications Committee
Annex: Deviations between CEPT Report 44 and RSC 12-47

Low Latency/continuous transmissions and/or Low latency/High reliability

This concerns bands no. 46/46new, 50/50new, 52/52 new, 53/53 new, 54/54new, 56/56 new as in document RSC 12-47.

Certain types of SRDs rely on low latency, low duty cycle and/or high reliability spectrum access mechanisms. Examples under investigations are alarms (incl. social alarms), wireless audio, ALDs, asset tracking and tracing and also some TTT (Transport and Traffic Telematics) applications, which could potentially be pooled in a limited number of more general categories. The considerations on this subject are at an early stage and activities in ECC on-going, following initial considerations in ECC Report 181.

It should therefore be clearly understood that the CEPT Report 44 does not propose that this should be implemented in the EC Decision for SRD as part of the Fifth Update process. There is a clear need to finalise first the technical studies in the ECC before a final proposal can be made to the EC as part of the next update process as suggested in CEPT Report 44

It should be further noted that 

· at this stage, Low Latency/High reliability/continuous transmission are not defined (there are no figures, no definition but only a general concept) and therefore this cannot designate any applications;

· a new European Harmonised Standard is in progress in ETSI on Alarm systems (so far, alarms and similar applications use the generic, non-application specific Harmonised European Standard) and it appears premature to conclude anything or to modify the terminology.

Concerning Medical Implants and related definitions

In this context for the medical implant categories and for clarification there was neither a discussion nor any proposal to change the precise definition of these categories during the process of creation of CEPT Report 44.

However, the three categories of equipment….

· Medical implants;

· Active medical implant;

· Active medical implant and associated peripherals;

are shown in CEPT Report 44 just as short range device type “active medical implants” and it seems actually possible to merge the three categories into only one type category.

A text change concerning the protection of active medical implants in 401-406 MHz was agreed: Pursuant to recommends 5.10 and 5.21 of the RSPG opinion on streamlining the regulatory environment for the use of spectrum, CEPT proposes that the EC adds a footnote in the EC Decision which states that “ERC Decision (01)17 defines that protection of active medical implant communication systems from short range device applications shall be ensured in the 401-406 MHz frequency band. Additionally, protection of the primary service shall be ensured.” 

The medical implant community repeatedly requested during the creation process of CEPT Report 44 as formulated by several companies, the LPRA and ETSI (in fact, in all three cases, these are same ULP-AMI manufacturers, either directly or as members of LPRA or ETSI) to delete the 401-406 MHz medical implant entries from the technical annex of the EC Decision for SRD. Administrations in ECC did not support in several discussions these proposals and endorsed the proposal for the footnote above as stipulated in the CEPT Report 44 regarding the protection of ULP-AMI as included in the amended ERC/DEC/(01)17. It can be expected in case of deletion of 401-406 MHz ULP-AMI entries from the EC Decision for SRD that the same entities would possibly recommend a process for creation of a separate EC Decision for medical implants. It should be noted in this context that there is no implementation issue at all since the 401-406 MHz ULP-AMI regulations are fully implemented throughout Europe.

Transport and Traffic Telematics (TTT)

The rationale for choosing TTT (Transport and Traffic Telematics) should be recognised as set out in CEPT Report 44 and was agreed at WGFM#76 after the public consultation. Clarification of the application category and proposal to use the acronym TTT for Transport and Traffic Telematic applications by suppressing the “R” from RTTT (Road transport and Traffic Telematics) to avoid misinterpretation the category may be limited to road transport and traffic telematics applications only.

Band no. 19, 23 are proposed under the type of short range device “transport and traffic telematics” and not under ITS in CEPT Report 44. 

Band 63 is limited to 5795-5805 MHz and proposed under the type of short range device “transport and traffic telematics” and with the other usage restriction that it does only apply to road tolling applications. Only this band is identified in the harmonised standard EN 300 674 and related EC regulation for pan-European services. This is reflected in CEPT Report 44. Related to this, consideration will further be given to 

to clarify the exact understanding of the acronyms in use such as RTTT, DSRC and ITS as well as conduct compatibility studies in 5805-5815 MHz (no precise technical studies are available or were conducted when the band was made available for RTTT in the early 1990’s.) to find the precise limits of the operating conditions for RTTT DSRC to be compatible with the radiolocation service in 5805-5815 MHz.

Band entries 70a, 70b, 71a, 71b, 72, 73, 74, 79 and 82 are proposed under the type of short range device “transport and traffic telematics”. Band entries 72 to 74 are only valid for wideband ground-based vehicle radars for exclusive operation in combination with the ranges 24.050-24.075 GHz, 24.075-24.150 GHz and 24.150-24.250 GHz as stated in CEPT Report 44. The wording “operating in the harmonized 24 GHz frequency range only” as in document RSC 12-47 is unclear in this context.

CEPT Report 44 also clarifies that until now, all use cases considered and investigated under this TTT category were performed on ground-based usage. Applications in the air such as flying aircraft are for the moment excluded. A first use case for helicopters will be investigated in the near future.

Band no. 18

Band no. 18 (as in document RSC 12-47): CEPT Report 44 proposes emergency detection of buried victims and valuable items as type of short range device and not to put this entry under non-specific SRD and stating that a limitation to emergency detection of buried victims and valuable items is given under other usage restrictions.

Band no. 38

CEPT Report 44 informs that studies indicate that a single LDC device does not cause interference, however a concentrator which combines a large number of LDC devices becomes a high duty cycle system (e.g. by showing polling characteristics) and will cause interference. The other usage restriction “equipment that concentrates or multiplexes individual equipment is excluded” is therefore necessary to be included as a regulatory requirement for this band entry.

Band no. 76b

57-64 GHz is not being allocated to the radio astronomy service.

Definition [11] model control:

Definition [11] model control in document RSC 12-47 is not in line with the CEPT proposal in CEPT Report 44. The definition in the draft EC decision includes the specific case of the band 8a which is now relaxed to a non-specific category.

Proposal from the Commission: “Model control devices” are a specific kind of telecommand and telemetry radio equipment that is used to remote control the movement of models (principally miniature representations of vehicles) in the air, on land or over or under the water surface.
Proposal included in the CEPT Report 44: “This category covers applications used to control the movement of models (principally miniature representations of vehicles) in the air, on land or over or under the water surface.” Further explanation: the word control in its widest sense includes the functions telecommand, telemetry and ranging information.

The difficulty is that model control doesn’t designate specifically a telemetry-only radio equipment.

Other changes to CEPT Report 44 made in public consultation and comments resolution period:

A minor modification was agreed concerning replacement of the term “terrestrial” by “ground-based” for the 76-77 GHz entry in the EC Decision as proposed by European aircraft industry and administrations.

In the section of the executive summary and the conclusions on future items for investigation, some clarifications were provided, i.e. text changes agreed with regard to receiver performance aspects and the investigations for the model control frequencies at 40 MHz; the 35 MHz model control frequencies are no longer proposed for future investigations; the band 1785-1805 MHz for PMSE was also deleted from this section since it falls under the EC mandate for PMSE.

Removal of the application restriction to exclude video applications from the non-specific SRD entry at 27 MHz since no compelling justification could be identified and the entry for the inductive applications for the same frequency range and emission limit did not include such a restriction. 
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