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Correspondence activities to frame the studies that will contribute to the long term vision for the UHF broadcasting band 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Recognizing that the activity in relation with the response to the 700 MHz mandate are carried out in ECC/PT1 and that the preparation of WRC-15 is under the responsibility of CPG, which will result in standalone deliverables, ECC is considering additional activities to provide a long term vision for the UHF broadcasting band. 
Traditionally, broadcasting and broadband communication services have their own regulations, own market structure and own dedicated network infrastructure (e.g. high power / high tower versus dense networks). The future development of services and terminals is blurring the border between the two “worlds” for the end user and may require innovative approaches of network topologies and the use of spectrum including convergence/cooperation of networks (i.e. how to deliver various content towards the end users in the most efficient way from technical, economical and social perspective). This requires studying options on future handling of the UHF band, taking into account among others:
· The technologies available (e.g., OFDM based systems such as LTE, DVB-T, etc.), their evolution and their possible convergence;
· The possibility of “hybrid” networks (to be defined) and the related issue of transition, economical models, and the possibility of convergent/cooperative services (to be defined)
· The flexibility required to address the various situations in CEPT countries relating to content regulations or dependency on terrestrial TV in relation to other platforms;
· The need to provide a good level of certainty to each sector; 
· Cross-border coordination issues between different network topologies and impact on equitable access taking into account GE-06 Agreement;
· Various reception environments (e.g. indoor/outdoor, fixed, portable, etc.) and coverage requirements (e.g. country-wide, regional and local);
· Coexistence with PMSE-applications;
· Possible emergence of cognitive techniques (e.g. use of white space by applications other than PMSE).
Studies made by the ECC should recognize that a variety of scenarios may emerge for the overall use of the UHF band. Thus, the studies should identify representative scenarios including regulatory implications, inform what consequences would follow from the regulatory approaches in terms of opportunity and risk and give recommendations on the way forward. The heterogeneous nature of development in different European countries, both in terms of the ultimate balance and the rate of development in those countries, should also be recognised. 
In order to facilitate the ECC work on this issue a correspondence group was founded. The correspondence group should:
· frame the studies to support the development of a long-term vision for the UHF-band in Europe focusing primarily on technical issues, but addressing also economical, social and regulatory aspects. 
· formulate key questions which have to be answered by the group which will be responsible for these studies, taking into account the need to collect data on existing situation in each CEPT country.
During the 33th ECC meeting the establishment of an ECC Task Group has been suggested. However, ECC will reconsider the whole picture at its June meeting. If the correspondence group comes to the view that the options on the future handling of the UHF band should be studied within a new group, the correspondence group should propose at least key elements for ToR for such a group, too. 

