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Receiver parameter in new draft directive replacing R&TTE Directive

The European Commission (DG Enterprise) published in October 2012 a proposal for the new Directive “Radio Equipment Directive, on the harmonisation of the laws of the Member States relating to the making available on the market of radio equipment”, which intends to replace the current R&TTE Directive, 
The proposed Directive:
· excludes the receiver only equipment (through a modification of the definition of radio equipment) and
· does not cover anymore the receiver parameters of a transmitting equipment by using the essential requirement of article 3.2 on spectrum efficiency but, instead, on the basis of the essential requirement of the EMC Directive (2004/108/EC).

Receiver performance cannot be reduced to EMC immunity requirement.  Receiver performance forms part of the conditions for efficient spectrum management. It ensures that the receiver reacts correctly to radio signals intended for it, without being affected by other radio equipment. For compatibility and sharing studies, a balanced consideration of the transmitter and receiver characteristics is essential. Therefore, a good characterization of performance of the transmitter and receiver enables an efficient use of spectrum, which is the objective of the essential requirement of article 3.2. 
Administrations are encouraged to be engaged in Council discussions to express the views that, in terms of spectrum management, it is crucial:
· to have all relevant parameters for the transmitter and receiver (e.g. blocking, selectivity and sensitivity) covered in one common essential requirement addressing spectrum efficiency (i.e. the article 3.2 of the R&TTE Directive),  
· to include receiver-only equipment (including TV receivers), in the scope of the new Radio Equipment Directive 
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