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1. Opening of the meeting

The 28th meeting of the EFIS Maintenance Group was held 21-22 September 2011 in Prague, at the kind invitation of the Czech Telecommunication Office (CTO). 
Mr Stanislav Antoš, Department of International Relations of the CTO, welcomed delegates, saying that the CTO was honoured and delighted to host the meeting, and expressing his appreciation, and that of the Czech administration, for the work carried out by the EFIS/MG.

The chairman, on behalf of the group, thanked Mr Antoš for his warm words of welcome, and Mrs Olga Mullerova for being instrumental in bringing the EFIS/MG meeting to Prague.
The chairman also welcomed new participants: Ms Enisa Dobrić and Mr Harun Mutapčić For the first time there were delegates from Bosnia and Herzegovina,  from France Ms Assia Bahri and from Sweden Ms Nina Gustavsson.
The meeting was attended by 16 participants from 11 administrations and the ECO. The list of participants is at annex 2 of these minutes.
Finland had sent a mail to the chairman, expressing regrets at not being able to attend, and providing comments to a couple of the agenda items.
2. Approval of the Agenda 

The draft agenda was approved without changes. The approved agenda, doc EFISMG(11)11 Rev 2 is attached at annex 1.
3. Minutes of the 27th meeting

The minutes of the previous meeting of the EFIS MG, doc EFIS/MG(11)009, had been approved by the usual procedure (draft minutes for approval sent out with two weeks for comments). The outstanding actions recorded in these minutes (new report to the ECC on guidance on requirements of EFIS Decision, report on TRA-ECS) were dealt with later in this meeting. 
4.  Reports relating to EFIS

4.1
Excerpt from minutes WGFM meeting May 2011  (doc (11)12)
1 Proposals from FM PT46 to update parts of the Maritime layer in ECC/DE/(91)03 were considered under agenda item 6.2.

2 Draft new ECC report on guidance on the interpretation of the ECC/DEC/(01)03 was considered under agenda item 8.
3 The report on the use of TRA-ECS (the WGFM was considered under agenda item 9.

4 The WGFM had agreed that ECO should implement a possibility for getting information on relevant EC Decision via EFIS and based on a search function for the frequency bands.
The chairman informed the meeting that this feature had been implemented in the EFIS software, in the test system, and would shortly be implemented in the live EFIS.


The document was noted by the EFIS/MG.

4.2
Excerpt from minutes ECC meeting June 2011  (doc (11)13)
1 The ECC minutes confirmed the proposal from WGFM to include EC Decisions in EFIS.

2 ECA: A draft revision of the ERC Report 25 will be presented for Public Consultation during the next WGFM meeting. The ECC stated in the report that this is an issue handled by the CG ECA/WGFM. 

3 The report from the ECC TG5 (“ECC Structure”) had proposed to the ECC that it give guidance to the WGs about possible candidates to be converted into Forum Groups (FG’s). The EFIS/MG had been mentioned as a possible candidate to be converted into an FG. The future work arrangements of the EFIS/MG were discussed by the group under agenda item 11.

4 The ECC decided that the EFIS/MG should further consider the result of the report from ECO with the aim to identify further guidance to administrations concerning the appropriate use of the term TRA-ECS.

The document was noted by the EFIS/MG.
4.3
Excerpt from minutes RSC meeting 5 July 2011  (doc (11)16)
1 The RSC requested that it be kept informed about ongoing and planned enhancements of EFIS.

2 The RSC chairman noted that all MS had uploaded RIS information and some information on RoU. His concern about the incomplete state of this information in EFIS was shared by RSC delegates.

3 The RSC decided that the issue of interpretation of the provision regarding right of use information in EFIS should be addressed in the new ECC Report on guidance on the interpretation of the requirements of the EFIS Decision.

This issue gave rise to some comments from the EFIS/MG delegates. The main reasons why the level of information on rights of use varies considerably both in terms of amount of data and level of details would seem to stem from the fact that administrations operate under different national legislation and data protection laws with regard to publication of data on owners of rights of use. Also, there seems to be some lack of clarity among administrations which bands should be subjected to the provision in the EC Decision. The issue was also touched upon later, under agenda item 8, on the new report on guidance on the interpretation of the EFIS Decision requirements.

The document was noted by the EFIS/MG.

4.4
Report from RSPG WG Review of spectrum use meeting 21 September 2011  (oral report)
This meeting (which coincided with the 1st day of the EFIS/MG) was attended by the German delegate to the EFIS/MG, Stefan Mayer-Bidmon, and Thomas Weber, ECO.
Mr Bidmon-Mayer informed the EFIS/MG about the discussion the day before. He has kindly provided notes from the meeting. They are attached here as Annex 3.
5. Update on the status of EFIS   (oral)

5.1 Status report on EFIS software
The chairman informed the meeting that several changes had been made to the EFIS software:

· a couple of minor bugs had been fixed;
· characters ≤ and ≥ had been included in list of accepted characters for XML upload; 
· national characters (in proper names, in right of use information for example) would need encoding – guidelines would shortly be issued;
· “EC Decisions” had been included as a new document type, and are searchable for by frequency band, applicable to the ECA table only. 
With reference to the discussion last time about the structure of search & compare the chairman told delegates that the features had been amended and enhanced, taking into account the principles of the EFIS Decision, Annex 2, and the discussion during the last meeting. 
The changes were currently implemented in the test system, and would need further testing before being implemented in the live system. There will be possibility of a ‘layered’ search’ (which may start from Layer 1, 2 or 3) and also a search from a ‘flat’ list (with all terms listed, as previously).

It was agreed that the chairman would send participants in the meeting the external URL for the test system, in order that they may also try out the amended features before their implementation in the live system.

With regard to the merger of ECA into EFIS the chairman explained that a script for the transfer of data had been completed and data (allocations and applications) had been successfully transferred (to the test system). The ITU RR notes were included in the allocations data (currently in the test system), in the form of links in the allocations/radiocommunications service column.

Several delegates asked about the EU footnotes. The chairman replied that these had not been included in the transfer. After the discussion the group was of the opinion that EU footnotes must be included. 

The meeting decided on a change of the layout of the allocations and applications display:

· ITU-RR footnotes should be moved to a column next to the allocation, not included in the allocations column

· EU footnotes should be displayed as well, in a separate column

· The remaining columns (referring to various document types) should preferably be deleted as they were not used. – The same should apply to the display of applications.

5.2 Tour de Table

Austria:  No updates made. 100 radio interfaces prepared this summer, but they need to be notified; can hopefully be uploaded early next year.  Currently no development for RoU info.
Bosnia and Herzegovina:  It has been decided only to have RoU info for commercially interesting bands.
Czech Republic:  National allocations table updated. TRA-ECS term used for the first time.
Denmark: Up-to-date with information. Had uploaded further entries using term TRA-ECS entries. 
Finland (info by mail): The latest NTFA will be uploaded to EFIS before November 2011.
France:  Object is to finalise updates by the end of this year. Over the last two years information has been collected; and work has been carried out to define a new national database, with a deadline of 21 October. New radio regulations will then be implemented.
Germany: (not present on the first day when this agenda item was dealt with)
Hungary: Very big changes in frequency management system, and in the organisational structure. The ‘communications’ and ´media’ authorities have been merged, creating a ‘National Media and Information Authority’. The president of this new authority will now be responsible for and  issue decrees for both radio interfaces and right of use information.  
Portugal: ......
Slovakia: The government has approved a new version of the NTFA. 21 new RIS have been uploaded to EFIS, as well as info on one new RoU.
Spain:  Have finished radio interface information (still to be uploaded into EFIS). Right of use info will be improved in the near future.
Sweden:  Update of data during the summer. Frequency plan updated.
Switzerland: National info in EFIS is updated periodically, and always at the beginning of the year. Currently preparing tool for automatic upload to EFIS of RoU info.
The same applies to Liechtenstein.

6. ECC Decision (01)03 – status/review  (oral & doc (11)14)
6.1 Annex 2
The chairman informed the groups that the only input concerning proposed changes to the list of searchable applications was the LS from FM PT46 on Maritime issues, which would be dealt with later.

However, she proposed that the group discuss the approach to including terms in EFIS following introduction of new application terms in ECC Decision and Recommendations, with a view to streamlining and shortening the process, thereby making it more efficient for administrations.
The meeting decided on the following approach:

1 terms from WGFM/ECC would be included in EFIS without delay in order that administrations may start using the term immediately; the EFIS/MG would decide on the Layer of the new term via an electronic consultation among EFIS/MG contacts 

2 terms from other (existing/future) WGS: an electronic consultation to be carried out before the insertion of the term in EFIS.
The EFIS/MG decided to ask the ECC to also inform the EFIS/MG in future when forwarding to WGFM information on application terms received in documentation from ETSI, and give the EFIS/MG time to consider whether a new term should be included in the list of searchable applications or could possible be accommodated by using an existing term, or by amending an existing term.
On the issue of application terms the chairman confirmed that the master list in EFIS would be re-checked as soon as possible against the list in Annex 2 of the EFIS Decision to align the EFIS system with the list in Annex 2. Post-meeting note: Obsolete terms will be marked, and administrations using these terms will be invited (by direct mail) to amend their entries using these terms at their earliest convenience.)
6.2  Liaison statement from FM46   (doc (11)14)

The chairman had received an LS from the chairman of FM46, which due to an oversight had not been dealt with at the last meeting.

The LS proposed that the EFIS/MG consider some changes to the application term Maritime (and its subordinate layers) in EFIS.

The EFIS/MG decided as follows:

1 the L2 application term “AIS” can be removed from ‘Maritime communications’ to ‘Maritime navigation’ 
2 On the issue of “GMDSS”, there was some discussion. The EFIS/MG could not come to a clear conclusion on the changing of “SAR (navigation)” to “AIS SART (navigation)”. It was pointed out that there were further terms to be considered as Layer 3 terms under GMDSS and also Satellite navigation systems and Maritime communications. A final decision of the renaming of the term as proposed by FM46 will be taken at the next meeting of the EFIS/MG when a full review of all terms under ‘Maritime’ will be tabled
3 Under “Satellite navigation systems” FM46 recommended to mention also the COMPASS system. The EFIS/MG decided to ask FM46 for further information and clarification of the reason for recommending the inclusion of this term: for example, info whether the system is actually in used within the CEPT area, before including it in the list of applications.
4 For the discussion of GMDSS, please see above. The EFIS/MG did not come to any final conclusion on the proposal to include INMARSAT under GMDSS. It was proposed by one delegate to rename INMARSAT “INMARSAT C” (as this is the only approved system). However, a final decision will be taken at the next meeting.
5 The EFIS/MG decided not to include the term “HF/MF/VHF radio” under GMDS for the time being (ref 3 and 4 above). Here, further clarification as to the reason for the recommendation to include this term should be requested from FM46.
It was agreed that the chairman of the MG should send an LS to the FM46 chairman with these considerations of the MG.

Post-meeting note: Mr Stanislav Antoš of the CTO provided the MG chairman with proposals for Layer 3 terms under Layer 1 Maritime application term. These will be distributed to the EFIS/MG contacts as an input document in good time before the next meeting of the EFIS/MG with a view to reviewing this application term with its underlying layers at that meeting. 
7. Further development of EFIS

The chairman referred to the information given above, under item 5.1, and confirmed that she would send participants the link to the test system.
She encouraged delegates to submit to ECO any proposals they might have for further enhancements and improvements of the EFIS system.
The next step with regard to the EFIS software was to finish testing (with the help of those participants who are interested) the amended search & compare feature, and other minor amendments to the software.
With regard to the ECA-EFIS merger the comments given above with regard to footnotes (both ITU-RR and EC), and with regard to layout, would be considered. The next step in the merger is the implementation of the ‘revision of Report 25’ feature (printing and off-line version for inserting and marking up changes).

8. New ECC Report on guidance on the interpretation of ECC/DEC/(01)03 requirements
Thomas Weber (ECO) informed the meeting that a revised version (rev 2) of the draft new ECC report on guidance on the interpretation of requirements of the EFIS Decision had been uploaded the day before. 
The EFIS/MG discussed the document and arrived at a new version which will shortly (after some minor editing) be distributed for comments via the EFIS/MG e-mail reflector with a view to have a final approved document available for submission to the WGFM at the latest one week before its meeting in October.

9. Status report on TRA-ECS   (doc (11)10 rev 1)
The chairman informed the meeting that the latest figures on the use of the term were as follows:

· for radio interfaces: no change from rev 1 of the document (9 entries)
· for applications and increase from the 131 given in the doc to 148 (further entries from Denmark, new entries from Czech Republic)
10.  AOB
There was no business under this agenda item.
11. EFIS/MG – future work arrangements, ToRs
The EFIS/MG chairman informed the meeting that the ECC at its June meeting invited its Working Groups to consider the creation of Forum Groups within their structure. It had been proposed that ECC give guidance to the Working Group about possible candidates to be converted into FG’s. The EFIS/MG was included in a list of possible candidates.

The EFIS/MG was of the opinion that the present working methods were suitable to its work. It regularly contributes to an ECC deliverable (the ECC/DEC/(01)03, and is currently preparing a new ECC report (on guidance on interpretation of the requirements of the EFIS Decision). The MG usually meets twice a year. Physical meetings provide better opportunities for discussions and reaching of common understanding and agreement, particularly with regard to changes in Annex 2 of the ECC/DEC/(01)03. Such changes must be well-considered and need good cooperation to find common and commonly acceptable solutions, as do improvements and enhancements of the EFIS system.

At the same time the MG decided to make better use of electronic work methods where and when this will increase the efficiency of its work.

A couple of purely editorial changes to the ToRs will be included in the EFIS/MG report to the October WGFM meeting. 
The meeting noted the document.
Date and place of the next meeting
The next meeting of the group will be held in Copenhagen, at ECO’s premises, on 8-9 March 2012.

12. Closure of the meeting

The chairman, on behalf of the MG, once again thanked the CTO and Mrs Mullerova for hosting this meeting, and also thanked the delegates for their attendance and active participation at the meeting. Wishing them a safe journey home, she closed the meeting. 

Annexes:

1. Agenda of the 28th EFIS/MG meeting

2. List of participants for the 28th EFIS/MG meeting
3. Notes from WG RSPG 
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	Dirección General de Telecomunicaciones
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	The Swedish Post and Telecom Agency
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RSPG working group on the "Review of spectrum use"

RSPG Opinion RSPG10-330 proposed that an essential part of the RSPP should be to “identify developing and potential future significant uses of spectrum taking into account demand and technology trends”. As stated in the Opinion the RSPG believes that, with a view to releasing more “new” spectrum, the EC should take into account an analysis of demand and technology trends to identify developing and potential future significant uses of spectrum. In this context the RSPG will investigate the best process for analysing spectrum demand and the impact of technology trends on such demand. 

The RSPG is required to deliver an Opinion by November 2011 which advises the European Commission on the process to be undertaken in analysing demand for spectrum between 300 MHz and 3 GHz.

It was recognised in RSPG10-330 that, with a view to releasing more “new” spectrum, the EC should take into account an analysis of demand and technology trends to identify developing and potential future significant uses of spectrum. The process should also identify possible target frequency bands, including frequency bands currently used by the public and commercial sectors, to promote intelligent sharing and compatibility solutions with other commercial or public sector services and to duly consider whether certain frequency bands will need to be made available. In such cases the consequences for existing and affected services should be thoroughly investigated. The starting point for such an analysis could be as follows:

1. Identify frequency range and bands of interest – noting that it is neither feasible nor necessary to cover the whole of the radio spectrum;

2. Identify current use of those bands – including both public and commercial use;
3. Investigate trends in usage of the bands [increasing, declining, stable?];

4. Determine demands for access to spectrum in the bands/frequency range of interest on basis of market intelligence, interest groups, technology developments, R&D, etc

Meetings:

1st Meeting on 6th April 2011, Brussels

2nd Meeting on 17th Mai 2011, Dublin

3rd Meeting on 13th July 2011, Dublin

4th Meeting on 21 September 2011, Paris

Next Meeting on 17th October 2011, Brussels

At the current stage there exists a Draft Opinion to "Review of spectrum use" which is not finally discussed. There are a lot of open questions regarding to the burden on Member States by supplying information, matters of determination of the demand for radio spectrum, confidential or sensitive issues such as defence use of spectrum, analysis of developments in technology and applications, how to do the analysis, spectrum-, economical- and social-efficiency and benefit and even more.

The majority in the group has the position that this Opinion could not be finalised because of the fact that the Radio Spectrum Policy Program (RSPP), which is currently under consultation between parliament, council and Commission and the legal basis for this Opinion, is not finally adopted.

The Commission stressed also that EFIS is not the right instrument for such analyses because of the lack of information. However the Commission is also not willing to define the Data they need for such an analyses to give ECO the possibility to adapt the EFIS in that way.
Study on "Review of spectrum use
In the last meeting the Commission introduced the framework for a study that the Commission is contracting, which should start in October 2011. The work which should be done be the consulting group is nearly the same that the working group was ask to do. There are also a lot of additional tasks in the tender specifications where all members of the working group were surprised. The quantifying the supply of spectrum information in the framework of this study imposes a significant burden on Member States. Some Administrations stated clearly that they are not willing to do much work as necessary into answer the questions of the consulting group.

In the tender specifications is also one task to prepare a database to store all the collected information.
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