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	Summary: 

	This document sets out the main elements of a proposal to develop the EFIS – ECA tool to allow for further information sets to be added which have strategic relevance to the efficient use of spectrum.

	Proposal: 

	The ECC is invited to note the proposal of the ECO, which develops the plans previously agreed with the EFIS maintenance group. The ECC is also invited to consider the information sets which would be both feasible to gather and of value for strategic planning purposes within EFIS – ECA.  Although comments will be welcome at the December meeting, the ECO will be pleased to receive further proposals which it can collate and present to the EFIS maintenance group and to WG FM for approval as part of the development programme.



	Background:


	Document ECC (11) 058 section 5.10 describes the current state of development of the EFIS system.  The ECC steering group at its November meeting considered that further developments would be useful, after the ECA table has been fully integrated into EFIS by the end of 2011.  Particularly, the tool could be enhanced to facilitate the addition of further information on actual frequency use and strategic plans. This could be a very useful information set for considering the strategic use of frequencies, with a view to improving the efficiency of their use.


Summary of Proposed Next Steps for EFIS:

A development plan for including strategic information
The basis for the development plan is that many interesting documents are available concerning existing spectrum usage and expected future uses, which it would be helpful to present at a single point, namely within EFIS – ECA. Examples are:

· ETSI SRDoc documents

· Questionnaire summaries, including assessments

· Dedicated frequency band reviews

· ECO reports

· National inventories information (non-regulatory)

Therefore, the ECO proposes that several new document types should be accommodated which can then be located using the EFIS system’s search facilities, searching after application or frequency band.  This should most logically be associated with the ECA part of the system, as it is this which is related to strategic planning, as distinct from the licensing information function of EFIS.
An initial approach based on document upload is proposed in recognition of the practical difficulties which are likely to be encountered in developing a common form and data structure which is suitable to describe all radio functions in a meaningful way.  The national non-regulatory documents will require a new upload mask within the system.


The approval of the WG FM should be a precondition of implementing the system as accessed by all users.

The EFIS maintenance group is presently developing a new ECC report, which is scheduled for approval for consultation in April 2012. The ECO believes that it should be possible to implement these developments to the ECA within the first half of 2012. This should allow the ECC Report to incorporate guidance on how to upload national non-regulatory information on the evolution of spectrum use.

It will be important to ensure a thorough oversight of the development by the EFIS maintenance group. Therefore it is necessary to arrange additional electronic meetings to supplement the planned single meeting of the EFIS MG over this development period.

The bands of interest for which national non-regulatory information is requested by WG FM should be updated on demand.  This will typically be based on frequency bands which are already under consideration within the ECC family. However the system should be more flexible, and allow for the upload of information on other bands if available, and on a voluntary basis.

In the longer term, the possibilities could be explored to strengthen the link between national databases and EFIS. National databases contain information in some cases with much higher detail and granularity. Several challenges would need to be addressed, including the issue of language.
The longer term evolution of EFIS should also take account of any initiatives which may be taken within ECC consequent to the recommendation of the EU Radio Spectrum Policy Group concerning the possible role of EFIS within a European Union spectrum inventory project.  Similarly, account should be taken of the EU Radio Spectrum Policy Programme when this has been agreed; however the possible nature of any relationship is still speculative at this stage.
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