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	Summary

At recent EFIS-MG and MAR-FG meetings, it was agreed that Annex 2 of the ECC/DEC/(/01)03 requires review of the Maritime Mobile Service terms. Enclosed text describes development of the issue including possible solution. 
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For kind consideration of submitted proposals by MAR-FG Chairman. When his recommendations are incorporated into this text, the appropriate action in accordance with 
29th EFIS-MG meeting agenda may follow.







Working document towards review of ECC/DEC/(01)03, Annex 2


1) Introduction

Based on conclusions of the 28th EFIS-MG meeting (Prague 22-23 September 2011) included in document EFISMG(11)17 as well as on conclusions of the 1st MAR-FG meeting described in the Report on this meeting, the present document submits required concrete proposals responding to the recent suggestions of FM 46, as a possible outcome with agreed updating of “Maritime” layer of ECC/DEC/(01)03 on EFIS.

2) Original FM 46 suggestions

The above mentioned FM 46 suggestions are quoted from the document LS EFIS/MG(11)014 as follows: 
1) the reference to AIS should (preferably) be removed from layer “Maritime communications” to the layer “Maritime navigation” as AIS is not a communication feature/system;
2) in the layer “GMDSS” it is advised to change the naming of SAR (navigation) into AIS SART (navigation);¨
3) under “Satellite navigation systems” it is recommended to also mention the COMPASS system;
4) it is recommended to indicate INMARSAT under “GMDSS”; 
5) it is also recommended to indicate “HF/MF/VHF radio” as a system under the layer “GMDSS”.

3) Comments of the original FM 46 suggestions

Particular comments are listed in the same order as the original suggestions in the previous paragraph.
	Ad 1) The statement that AIS is not communications system is a little bit questionable. The Recommendation ITU-R M.1371-4, in Annex 1, describes basic AIS operational characteristics: “1.1. AIS broadcasts ships information to other stations, 1.2 AIS receives interrogating calls, 1.3 AIS transmits safety information on request.” Data obtained by AIS applications may be, inter alia, used for navigation, but communication seems to be basic functionality, therefore no change is proposed.
	Ad 2) As explained in Ad 5) below, much more suitable is to express the SAR (understood as the GMDSS sub-system “transmitting and receiving on-scene communications”) by the set of terms DSC, NBDP, RADIOTELEPHONY (2182 kHz, VHF CH 16), so mentioning of SAR (navigation/communication) in the GMDSS layer is not necessary, except of AIS SART (see Ad 4)).
	Ad 3) As both EFIS-MG and MAR-FG groups already agreed that the COMPASS system will not be mentioned within “Satellite navigation systems”, there is no objection to this position. 
	Ad 4) Recommendation to indicate INMARSAT under the “GMDSS” is acceptable provided that it will be inserted below EPIRBs (as the GMDSS radio sub-system capable of distress alerting) but the INMARSAT-C shall be indicated (because it is still the only INMARSAT SES fulfilling requirement to operate with reserve source of energy). Additional three items are suggested to be inserted below the indication NAVTEX: EGC (MSI via satellite), Radar SART (9 GHz transponder designated for homing/locating) and AIS SART (identified by IMO as alternative to the Radar SART). 
Ad 5) The 28th EFIS-MG meeting refused mentioning of the “HF/MF/VHF radio”. But meaning of this term can be easily replaced if we realise that part of applications operated by means of these transceivers (DSC, AIS) is already included in layer 3. In order to cover remaining GMDSS functionalities the NBDP and Radiotelephony shall be added among GMDSS sub-systems. What’s more, this allows omitting of both SAR (communication) as well as SAR (navigation), provided that abbreviation SAR stands for Search and Rescue. The NBDP and Radiotelephony are also used for general radiocommunications so their indication also under maritime radiocommunications is advisable. 

4) Proposals in brief

Ad 1) Maintain AIS in the layer “Maritime communications”
Ad 2) Delete SAR (communication) and SAR (navigation) in the layer “GMDSS”
Ad 3) Do not mention COMPASS within the “Satellite navigation systems”
Ad 4) Under the “GMDSS”, insert below EPIRBs the INMARSAT-C. Below NAVTEX insert three new items: EGC, Radar SART and AIS SART.
Ad 5) New terms NBDP and RADIOTELEPHONY should be inserted to both “GMDSS” and “Maritime communications” layers.

5) Other ideas

In order to enable Administrations to insert into EFIS more detailed information,  mentioning of other systems such as port operation communications, ship movement communications, LRIT and SSAS under “Maritime communications” should be considered. 

6) Conclusion 

This document was prepared as a follow-up to the discussion conducted within the 28th EFIS-MG meeting. Also the standpoint of the 1st MAR-FG meeting was taken into account. Bearing in mind the guidance provided by the introductory text of ECC/DEC/01)03, this document is submitted in hope that it will contribute to resolve this complex issue. Comments of the MAR-FG are welcome. 
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