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1 Opening of the meeting

The 29th meeting of the EFIS/MG was held at ECO’s premises in Copenhagen 8-9 March 2012.

The Director ECO, Mr Mark Thomas, made a brief welcome speech, mentioning the ongoing developments in EFIS and the importance of the work carried out by the EFIS/MG.

The chairman, Ms Pia Hammer Bloch, opened the meeting, welcoming the 15 delegates, representing 14 administrations and introduced new delegates: Mr Miguel Capela from Portugal and Mr Mikael Stegman from Sweden. Another new delegate, Mr Eugene Tonkikh from Russia, would be joining the meeting later.
2 Adoption of the agenda   (EFIS/MG(12)01)
The chairman informed delegates that some input documents, not on the draft agenda, had been uploaded late afternoon the day before the meeting, namely docs 15-16. The agenda would be updated to reflect this.

As there were no comments to the draft, the agenda was adopted, doc EFISMG(12)01 Rev 3. It is attached to this document (Annex 1).
3 Minutes of the 28th meeting    (EFIS/MG(11)17)
The minutes of the 28th meeting had been approved by the usual procedure (draft minutes sent to participants with two weeks for comments). No comments had been received.
4 Reports relating to EFIS
4.1
From 73nd WGFM meeting October 2011   (EFIS/MG(12)02)
The EFIS/MG noted that the WGFM at its meeting in October 2011 had decided to keep the EFIS/MG at its current status, i.e. as a project team of the WGFM.
The meeting also noted that the WGFM decided to request the EFIS/MG to develop an additional section in the Draft Report on guidance, containing a comparison on the usage of the EFIS terminology by different administrations including guidance and explanations on how to apply the terminology in particular for the applications section. In addition, clarifications should be added with regard to the usage of the maritime application terms
4.2
From 30th ECC meeting December 2011   (EFIS/MG(12)03; EFIS/MG(12)04)
The meeting noted that the ECC, at its 30th meeting in Kazan 6-9 December 2011, adopted recommendations for RIS model implementations to be forward to the EFIS/MG for validation (i.e. checking compliance with the Guide for usage of Radio Interface Specifications within the ECC) and for the EFIS/MG to assess the effective benefit from using existing RIS templates, based on information collected by the ECO.
The EFIS/MG also noted that the ECC had decided that the plan for further development of EFIS, among other things to allow non-regulatory information of spectrum use and evolution to be collected in EFIS, which was presented to the ECC in doc ECC(11)089, was to be further developed by the EFIS/MG. 

The chairman mentioned that this issue would be discussed in connection with agenda item 9, Draft ECC report on guidance. 
4.3
From RSC meeting December 2011   (EFIS/MG(12)05)
The EFIS Report to the December 2011 meeting of the RSC was positively received, and no issues raised. The Commission had sent administrative letters to 10 countries. 

At the meeting Spain asked for the source of the legal requirement for uploading information directly to EFIS which is the alternative option to providing a link to the national frequency information database. The source is the text of EC Commission Decision 2007/344/EC.

4.4
From RSPG WG Review of spectrum use    (INFO 1, INFO 2)
Thomas Weber (ECO) reported on the RSPG #27 meeting 29 February.  ECO made a presentation on EFIS to the meeting.
The consultants tasked by the European Commission to develop a report on the establishment of an methodology for the spectrum inventory (with background in the RSPP), also made a presentation to the RSPG, in which they mention that the long-term relationship with EFIS had emerged as a crucial issue in their study. EFIS was a good source for some data, although not all. In addition, the 3-layered terminology (with regard to applications) was not optimal to the needs of a spectrum inventory. The presentation also stated that it is vitally important to avoid duplication of the data collection processes.
The study’s scope is the 400 MHz to 6 GHz band, plus selected bands elsewhere. A workshop will be held on 10 May 2012 in Brussels to provide first results and the final report will be presented to the Commission on 6 July 2012, and the implementation, i.e. inventory itself, will follow from mid-2013 till end 2014.
There was a major point to be discussed: how can we map the many application terms of EFIS to an efficient shorter list of categories for spectrum inventory purposes? The spectrum inventory will use a reasonable number of ‘categories’ (application terms). It was essential for the EFIS/MG to agree on a mapping, so that all terms in EFIS can be mapped to these categories. The categories would then be equivalent to a subset of the EFIS application terminology. ECO reported that a meeting had taken place between the consultants and the ECO. ECO had made proposals, the consultants had made proposals, and a list of categories (with mapping to EFIS terms) had been developed and was also confirmed by the consultants to be agreed with by the Commission, although final changes can still be incorporated. The categories correspond to a large extent with EFIS Layer 2 terms.
Thomas Weber told the meeting that administrations at the RSPG meeting strongly recommended that EFIS should be used in the process for information gathering. He said that while EFIS does not have a monopoly for on information gathering and storage, there is a clear task for EFIS to collect information from administrations and other sources. 

Germany inquired as to the nature of these other sources and stressed that the burden of national administrations (man-days, cost for additional data input/update) should not increase significantly.

Thomas Weber felt that EFIS should be an as good as possible source for information. – For some radio services, other entities than administrations may also provide information. ECO will shortly introduce ‘third party’ documents; third party being organisations/bodies with which the ECC has an MoU or LoU. Here the Office will try to cover e.g. ETSI, EBU, CRAF, EUMETSAT.
Some aspects cannot be dealt with in EFIS – spectrum efficiency analysis (technical, economic and social efficiency meant in the context of the spectrum inventory), for example. The EC plans a “Decision Support System” for this purpose. 
Germany said that non-EU countries’ data should not be made available to the EC.
ECO replied that this would not be a problem in terms of EFIS software and administration of the data.  Other details like the authorisation and time to send data to the EC tool after data collection processes have taken place need also to be defined in the coming months.- 
Thomas Weber described how the functionality should serve all purposes when triggered by the ECC and therefore it should not be limited to the EC spectrum inventory scenario at all. EFIS must be more flexible. Other scenarios, triggered by the ECC, questionnaires, generation of specific reports or collection and publication of information as requested in some ECC deliverables should also be taken into account, also to avoid that administrations are repeatedly asked to provide the same information, e.g. for EFIS, or specific report, etc.
5 Update on the status of efis
5.1
ECO   (EFIS/MG(12)12)
The Chairman introduced the presentation showing the most recent updates with regard to EFIS software and content.
On the content side:  A lot of reports with a wealth of information are now available in EFIS. Especially the ECC, ECO, CEPT Reports and questionnaire summaries under the ECO-ECC document type as well as the ETSI SRdocs provide a lot of information about actual spectrum usage. It is a priority for ECO to include all relevant documentation (also ‘third party’; however, care will be taken not to publish any documentation that is single-sided in its views).
Thomas Weber explained the new document types for the spectrum inventory section of EFIS. He mentioned that the ‘National’ type was originally a request from France, and had been discussed in the ECC Steering Group. EU documents would soon be uploaded (under the ‘EU’ doc type).
Stefan Mayer-Bidmon (Germany) thanked the ECO team for their efforts. He strongly recommended EU member states to upload as much information/as many documents as possible. He also said that it was very important for EU Member States to be able to easily find relevant EU documentation; therefore, the EU document type was a good feature. EFIS could become a good central database for such documents.
5.2
Linkage of documents and frequencies

Switzerland wanted to also be able to upload documents without defining a frequency band. 
A discussion of the linkage of documents to parameters (frequencies, application terms) took place. 

Germany agreed that this might be helpful if uploading policy documents.

Thomas Weber mentioned that it was important to be able to search for information; documents could be linked to ‘categories’ (i.e. the ‘shortlist’ of application terms used for spectrum inventory). 

The UK would not be able to map to categories, but would then use the full frequency band.
Germany suggested that it might be nice to be able to select a category form a dropdown list. Another suggestion was to have ‘whole spectrum’ inserted as frequency ‘range’ automatically, at the push of a button.
The chairman suggested the introduction of a new document type: ‘National general’. Documents which administrations could not link to a specific frequency range and/or application could be uploaded under this type. 

Thomas Weber said that a tick box – to define the type of doc – could perhaps be useful. He agreed with the UK’ statement that for certain documents it was not so easy to define a frequency band. In certain cases, it is more appropriate to provide documentation without a link to specific frequency ranges and/or applications. This could be a valid approach for:

•
Non-technical information such as framework information on spectrum policy, 

allocation or trading of frequencies;

•
Technical information related to the efficient use of spectrum or e.g. general 

information about medium access/ mitigation techniques.
5.3
National ‘tour de table’   (EFIS/MG(12)09)
The chairman informed delegates that ECO had been in contact with several CEPT administrations not previously represented in EFIS. Accounts had been set up for Albania, Belarus, Macedonia FYROM, Ukraine. Contact info and links to NTFA’s are available for these countries.    Macedonia FYROM is in the process of translating their NTFA into English, after which it will be uploaded to EFIS. 

Hungary:  Last year some modifications to the national frequency table had been made. There will be a general review which should be finished in April, after which the data will be uploaded to EFIS.
Portugal: Will upload new data to EFIS this year.
Germany:  Will upload new interfaces; the interfaces are currently stored in Excel format. As new interfaces and those to be deleted are mixed in one database it requires some effort to sort them out. It is hoped that new interfaces can be uploaded at the end of March.


With regard to right of use information checks have to be made for the expiry dates. New licences will be issued; hopefully the data can be uploaded end of April.
The new national application plan is nearly stable; it requires official approval from the Ministry and from the Länder. Perhaps a new application plan will be ready for upload to EFIS by the end of May.
The allocation plan is being worked on (after WRC). The plan must be submitted to the Government, Parliament and Federal Council.  A new telecom law will enter into force at the end of 2012 or early 2013.
UK: Expects to be able to upload after the summer. Currently experiencing problems with ‘automatic’ uploads to EFIS from the national system.
Sweden: Recently updated national RoU data in EFIS with results of auction. The next update will be this autumn, when the updated license exempt rulings have entered into force.
Slovakia: The latest NTFA was agreed in August last year. Now a review is in the process, to update based on WRC.
Czech Republic: Introduced TRA-ECS entries for the 400, 800, 1800 MHz and 2 GHz bands. Also interfaces using the TRA-ECS term have been uploaded.
New documents on general authorization are being prepared. SRDs alone represent more than 100 records. The data is entered manually.
Finland: Will start a new national frequency database this summer. Currently this is being tested.
Spain: More interfaces have been uploaded in EFIS. Also, right of use information has been uploaded (more than 2000 entries). There used to be a link to the national database; however, this had caused problems with the Commission.
Switzerland: Uploaded additional interfaces this week. Next update will be for allocations and applications, expected next week. In the spectrum inventory section a document on the auction on the provision of mobile services has been uploaded. 
France: In the process of implementing national tables. 
Luxembourg: New version of frequency plan should hopefully be uploaded next week. New interfaces were uploaded end February. New interfaces on TRA-ECS are being prepared; will perhaps be uploaded mid this year.
Russian Federation: The chairman explained that Russia was in the process of preparing data for upload in EFIS. An account had been made, and the recently approved national frequency table will be translated and converted into XML format. The Russian national table has footnotes which are an integral part of the table; a software change is currently being implemented in EFIS which will allow national footnotes. When this has been done, Russai can upload its table.
Austria: The NTFA is under review; more interfaces have been uploaded. Also the right of use information should be up to date.
6 ECC Decision (01)03 – status / review
6.1
Annex 2 – doc EFISMG(12)10+Annex

ECO had submitted a document with a few proposal for insertion/amendment of terms in Annex 2.
Broadcasting and Land mobile:  In the ECC Report 02 SAP/SAB and ENG/OB (currently Layer 2 term) is considered to be under the umbrella term PMSE. In addition, the CEPT received recently a mandate on PMSE. PMSE is also a category in the spectrum inventory categories list. It is therefore proposed to swap the two terms. - The change was approved by the EFIS/MG.

Germany requested ECO to keep the EFIS structure in mind when changing the terms around.
Land mobile:  It was proposed to swap the two terms Emergency services (currently Layer 2) and PPDR. ECO explained that PPDR is used most commonly at the ECC and ITU level. PPDR is also a category in the spectrum inventory categories list. Emergency services should be kept for now as a Layer 3 term, but with a view to removing the term at the next meeting. - 
The change was approved by the EFIS/MG.
Germany confirmed that it could replace its entries under Emergency services with PPDR.
Telecommand (civil):  Only Austria so far has used the term. Germany had earlier proposed to insert this application term as a place holder, until the WRC-12. The WRC has new terms for such an application. - The EFIS/MG agreed on deletion of this term. Austria could move its entries to Telecommand/Telemetry (civil).
The EFIS/MG agreed on the following insertions:

· LAES as a Layer 3 term under Land mobile/PPDR
· LAES and LT2 as Layer 3 terms under Short Range Devices/UWB applications
· GNSS Pseudolites as a Layer 2 term under Other

Germany asked whether it would be possible to have an ‘archive’ tick box, validation tick box for documents. Thomas Weber replied that it should be done in the same way as in the DocDB using the terms <<current, active, withdrawn>>
The chairman asked whether a date field (for validity of documents) would be of interest.
The UK found this a good idea, as the validity of a document could then be indicated.

The EFIS/MG agreed that the ECO should implement such a feature.

6.2
Review Maritime Service application terms   (EFIS/MG(12)07; (12)16)
The Czech Republic had submitted an input document to aid the review of the Maritime terms. This document had been submitted to the Maritime Forum Group, meeting on 7-8 March, and feedback from the FM Maritime FG had been uploaded as doc 16 to this meeting.
The proposals from the Maritime FG were as follows:

1 Maintain AIS in the layer “Maritime communications”

2 Delete SAR (communication) and SAR (navigation) in the layer “GMDSS”

3 Do not mention COMPASS within the “Satellite navigation systems”

4 Under the “GMDSS”, insert below EPIRBs the INMARSAT-C. Below NAVTEX insert three new items: EGC, Radar SART and AIS SART

5 New terms NBDP and RADIOTELEPHONY should be inserted to both “GMDSS” and “Maritime communications” layers.

The EFIS/MG, following discussion of these terms, agreed as follows:

Ad 1)
AIS will be kept as L3 term under Maritime communications

Ad 2)
SAR (navigation) and SAR (communications) are both used by national tables in EFIS, 

and ECA uses SAR (communications). The term will be kept for now.

Ad 3)
COMPASS will not be included under Satellite navigation systems

Ad 4)
INMARSAT-C will be included as an L3 term under Maritime/GMDSS, pending further 

feedback from the IMO meeting (Sixte Maire will consult with French delegation to 

IMO meeting). - The proposed L3 terms EGC, Radar SART and AIS SART were not 


approved for insertion, as none of these terms are used in an ECC deliverable or in the 


ECA table.

Ad 5)
Insertion of L3 terms NBDP and Radiotelephony (instead of SAR) was not approved, as 

the terms are not used in ECC deliverables or in the ECA table.
Thomas Weber told delegates that an administration can always use the comment field to indicate additional information on the precise maritime application. He indicated that a good way would be to do it like in the ECA and using the categories that are given in the frequency plans such as SAR (search and rescue), alerting, warning, beacons, EPIRB, GMDSS, but not to indicate specific technologies or systems such as INMARSAT, NAVTEX. 

The Czech Republic input document proposed, for consideration by the EFIS/MG, insertion of terms such as port operation communications, ship movement communications, LRIT and SSAS under Maritime communications to allow administrations to insert more detailed information in EFIS. – The EFIS/MG decided not to include such terms at present.
It was agreed by the meeting that the chairman should inform the chairman of the FM Maritime FG of the decisions of the EFIS/MG. This could be done by e-mail. 
7 Further development of EFIS

7.1
General

This issue was to some extent dealt with under item 5.1 (doc the presentation on EFIS). Most items concern the ‘spectrum inventory’ section of EFIS.

One planned development is the establishment of a test system for administrations; that is, a copy of the live system (software) where administrations can test uploads etc without disturbing their live data.

7.2
Further development of spectrum inventory section of EFIS

Planned developments:
· Addition of a new document type ‘Third party’, with documents proposed by ECC and ECO partners (MoU, LoU) and uploaded by ECO

· Two document selection windows: one for regulatory documents, one for documents in the spectrum inventory section; 
it should also be possible in the spectrum inventory section to either use the EFIS application terms or to use the spectrum inventory category terms;
This was noted and agreed by the EFIS/MG.

· The establishment of a spectrum inventory contact list of persons from administration as a necessary step to further enhance this feature in EFIS and linked to documents (National) – see section 8. 
· Investigation of the need to add ‘protected areas’ in EFIS in connection with non-regulatory information: support confidential/restricted data in information collection – see section 9.
8 Draft questionnaire – spectrum inventory contacts in administrations   (EFIS/MG(12)11)
A draft WGFM questionnaire requesting info from administration with regard to a contact person for the spectrum inventory section of EFIS was presented and approved by the EFIS/MG with a few editorial changes (amended document uploaded as TEMP 2).
The spectrum inventory contact will also be linked to the restricted/confidential section in EFIS.
9 ECC RePORT ON GUIDANCE on interpretation of ECC/DEC/(01)03   (EFIS/MG(12)08 rev 7; (12)15)
Before the discussion on the report, the mapping of the categories to EFIS application terms in doc 15 was discussed. Both lists of terms can be used. 

Slovakia observed a possible error regarding the exclusion of the Amateur application terms. Since the amateur satellite always follows the Amateur allocations (amateur satellite is always a part under an amateur allocation), it is more logical to move amateur satellite to the place where Amateur is (in the section: not defined yet). The EFIS/MG agreed to this.

It was decided by the MG that Telecommand (civil) should be deleted; ECO will report to the consultant accordingly. 
With regard to the possible development of a restricted area in EFIS, confidential documents, the concept would have to be developed first and discussed. A dedicated email reflector would be launched for this purpose (EFIS_DEVELOPMENT). 

A number of scenarios (3-4) will be developed by ECO and then presented for evaluation. 
Thomas Weber mentioned that not all information in the restricted area would be for administrations only, as questionnaires are in some cases also issued to industry, operators etc.
Sweden said that national confidential issues will not be published in an external database. 

Germany also said that some countries are not able to publish info in a public database.
UK felt that it might be possible to share some info.
The chairman told delegates that the access to a confidential section with national information would be granted by administrations themselves.
Report:

After the first day of the meeting a revised version of the draft report was uploaded as TEMP 3.

The EFIS/MG adopted various changes to the Report. One of these was to move the mapping list to an annex.
The Report will remain a draft document for now. It needs final editing before submission to WGFM.
Thomas Weber told delegates that there more now more than 500 reports (CEPT, ECC, ECO) in EFIS and therefore in the list in the Report. Perhaps the display in the Report should be grouped, as in EFIS. Proposals for improvement of the display were welcome.

Post-meeting note: 
The final draft version of the Report as agreed during the EFIS/MG meeting 8-9 March was distributed by mail 16 March.

A GoTo meeting was arranged for 23 March, 10.00-12.00, to discuss this latest draft.
10 ECA update   (EFISMG(12)06)
Thomas Weber informed the meeting that an updated ECA Table (Report 25) would be ready for the October meeting of WGFM. It should be taken into account that the provisions from the final acts of the conference enter into force only on 1 January 2013. 
Any comments/advice made by the WGFM at its April meeting would be taken into account.
For the September meeting of the EFIS/MG the following will be on the agenda, for information/discussion:

· ECA update

· outcome of the two-week consultation on the Report on guidance
· finalisation of the ‘concept” of a confidential/restricted area in EFIS would be presented for information/discussion.
11 ris model implementation
A number of RIS models are now available in EFIS. 

It was agreed by the MG that the chairman of the EFIS/MG will write to the chairmen of relevant PTs to ask about the possibility to include in EFIS recent RIS model implementations.
12 r&tte sub classes information in efis

It is planned to upload the new Class 1 sub-classes as soon as the revision-making process in TCAM has finished. TCAM currently revises the subclasses and this is planned to be completed by June 2013. There are drafts for more than 100 equipment sub-classes available.
13 status report on tra-ecs   (EFIS/MG(12)14)
In October 2010, at the WGFM meeting, the first status report on the term TRA-ECS was presented.

The total number of administrations using the term is now 14.

Germany felt that as nearly 50% of EU member states use the term no further reports on the status were necessary.
ECO did not think there was any need for further reports; besides, an EFIS administrator’s tool will soon be available which will enable ECO to check for terms used by 10 administrations or more.
The EFIS/MG agreed that no further status report on TRA-ECS were needed.

Next time when EFIS is updated it will be checked with WGFM whether they want to include 900 MHz, 1800 MHz, 1.5 GHz in ECA.
14 EFIS/MG Terms of reference   (EFIS/MG(12)13)
ECO presented a proposal to include a new task in the EFIS/MG ToRs to reflect the ECC recommendation on RIS model implementations and reminded delegates that the decision to create a RIS model lies with the relevant PT/group.
The revised version of the ToRs (doc 13) was uploaded as TEMP 4.
15 A.O.B
None.

16 date/venues next meetings
A GoTo meeting on the draft Report on guidance was scheduled for 23 March at 10.00.
A GoTo meeting on further development of EFIS was scheduled for 10 April at 10.00.
The next meeting of the EIS/MG, the 30th, will be held 6-7 September 2012, venue Mainz.
 At this meeting it will be decided whether it is necessary to revise the ECC/DEC(93)05 in accordance with the 5 year cycle for revision of ECC Decisions.

17 ClosING of the meeting
The chairman thanked the delegates for their attendance and their work and, wishing them a nice journey home, closed the meeting. 
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