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5.2
FM PT 44 (Satellite issues)

5.2.1 Progress Report

(1) The Chairman of FM PT44, Dr. Benoist Deschamps (F), introduced the progress report from the Project Team (Document FM(11)134). The Project Team held its 17th meeting from 6 to 8 July 2011 in Biel, Switzerland, at the kind invitation of the Swiss Administration. The July meeting made progress on the four work items related to the Ka band and on the draft ECC Report on outdoor GNSS pseudolites. The Project Team also worked on ERC/ECC Decisions and Recommendations review, non-WRC ITU-R issues and discussed the implementation of CGC at 1.6/2.4 GHz.

5.2.1.1 ECC Recommendations and Decisions review

(2) The FM PT 44 Chairman reported that the Project Team further considered the ECC/DEC/(02)04 and suggests to maintain this Decision, with some editorial modifications to take into account the recent changes in the titles of ERC/DEC/(99)15 and of ECC/REC/(01)04 that are referred to in the ECC/DEC/(02)04.

(3) The WG FM endorsed this proposal and tasked the ECO to prepare the editorial modification suggested by FM44.

(4) With regard to the ECC Recommendation (06)05, WG FM decided to withdraw it at its former meeting (May 2011). However, the ECC Plenary in June 2011 asked WG FM to consider further this proposal as Germany objected to this withdrawal.

(5) The WG FM Chairman asked Germany to provide further information on the motivation of its objection.

(6) Germany explained that there was no time pressure to proceed with this withdrawal and recalled that it is easy to withdraw a ECC Recommendation, much less to adopt it. With this additional time, Germany reviewed the Recommendation and concluded that, indeed, it can be withdrawn.

(7) The WG FM Chairman thanked Germany for this explanation and concluded then that WG FM will finally propose to the ECC to withdraw ECC/REC/(06)05.

(8) The WG FM Chairman introduced document FM(11)192, a liaison statement from WG SE on the impact of IRIDIUM unwanted emissions falling into the radio astronomy band 1610.6-1613.8 MHz and on the adoption for publication of the ECC Report 171 which will actually supersede the ECC Report 112.

(9) WG SE stressed that this new Report concludes that “the normal daytime operation of the satellites in the Iridium MSS network causes interference in the radio astronomical band 1610.6 -1613.8 MHz, in excess of the limits given in Recommendation ITU-R RA.769-2”. The interferences will cause data losses to the RAS between 90 and 100 % for 2000 seconds integration times and between 5 and 44% for 30 seconds integration times, to be compared with the 2% data loss threshold contained in Recommendation ITU-R RA.1513. Interference signal levels need to be reduced by between 10 and 25 dB in order to keep the data loss below this threshold.

(10) As ECC/DEC/(09)02 makes several references to ECC Report 112 in considerings k), l), and decides 2) and 4), and that the data contained in ECC Report 171 suppresses the large measurement uncertainties appearing in ECC Report 112, WG SE suggested that WG FM may consider the review of the above mentioned references.

(11) This proposal was endorsed by WG FM. On the basis of a WG FM Chairman proposal, WG FM further decided that FM PT 44 be tasked to review the ECC/DEC/(09)02 on the basis of the liaison statement from WG SE and on the basis of the ECC Report 171, namely on the impact of IRIDIUM unwanted emissions falling into the radio astronomy band 1610.6-1613.8 MHz. It was agreed that the task be clearly limited to this update and does not consist of a general review of the ECC Decision.

(12) It is expected that FM PT 44 provides revision proposals on the ECC/DEC/(09)02 at the next WG FM meeting.

5.2.2 GNSS repeaters and pseudolites

(13) Mr. Thomas Weber (ECO) introduced document FM(11)138 providing the outcome of the public consultation on ECC Recommendation (11)08 “Framework For Authorisation Regime Of Indoor Global Navigation Satellite System (GNSS) Pseudolites in the Band 1 559-1 610 MHz”. He underlined that the ECO received no comment during the public consultation.

(14) WG FM approved ECC/REC/(11)08 for publication without modification (see Annex 09).

(15) The FM PT 44 Chairman reported that FM PT 44 made progress on the draft ECC Report on outdoor PL. The last version of the later is given for information in Annex 1 of document FM(11)134. WG FM noted this information.

(16) The FM PT 44 Chairman indicated that the German Administration reported a case of interference due to GNSS repeaters in the Hannover airport. The investigations and analysis carried out by this administration had shown that this equipment were not compliant with the ECC Recommendation (10)02.

(17) In relation to this case of interference, WG FM invited CEPT Administrations to ensure that technical elements of the ECC Reports 129 and 145 be taken into account and that the provisions set by the ECC/REC/(10)02 be fulfilled for the deployment and operation of GNSS repeaters. In particular, it is highly recommended to authorise such equipment subject to individual authorisation so as to be in a position to ensure the above mentioned compliance more easily.

5.2.3 Use of the frequency bands 27.5-30/17.3-20.2 GHz by satellite networks

(18) The FM PT 44 Chairman reported the progress carried out by the project team on the four items related to the FSS Ka band: 1. uncoordinated FSS Earth stations in the 17.3-17.7 GHz, coordinator Mr. Bloch; 2. use of the 28.8365-28.9485 GHz band by FSS and FS, coordinator Mr. Papin; 3. ESOMP, coordinator, Mr. Christiansen; 4. uncoordinated FSS Earth stations in the 17.7-19.7 GHz, no coordinator has been nominated so far as, first, FM PT 44 was waiting for the result of the FS study carried out by SE19.

(19) WG FM noted in particular that, with regard to the first item related to the 17.3-17.7 GHz band, FM PT 44 had completed its collection of BSS feeder links characteristics (see Doc. FM(11)134 Annex 2) and then sent a liaison statement to SE40 (see Doc. FM(11)134 Annex 3) asking this project team to complete the studies carried out on this issue in the past.

(20) WG FM also noted that, as far the 2nd item is concerned, according to the last information available from the ECO, as much as 42 answers of CEPT administrations had been collected by the ECO with regard to the use by FS of the band 28.8365-28.9485 GHz, thanks to the extension of the deadline as decided by WG FM in May 2011. In relation to this issue, WG FM also took note of the liaison statement to SE40 to provide it with the results of the above mentioned questionnaire (see Doc. FM(11)134 Annex 4) as these results may be useful in SE40 studies.

(21) The FM PT 44 Chairman indicated that so as to take into account the results of the questionnaire and potentially the licence exemption and free circulation aspects that are in the remit of WG FM, a revision of the ECC Decision (05)01 is necessary. The project team then requested WG FM to ask the ECC to give the authorisation to start revising this Decision.

(22) Sweden asked if this review is based on an impact assessment. The FM PT 44 Chairman answered that it was not the case but only to take into account the answers to the questionnaire. 

(23) Austria, Slovenia and the United Kingdom  indicated that they use FS in these 112 MHz of the 28 GHz band. ECO indicated that more detailed information about FS/FSS usage could be found in document FM44(11)039Rev1.

(24) WG FM agreed to ask the ECC Plenary on the authorisation to revise ECC/DEC/(05)01, to take into account the results of the questionnaire and potentially the licence exemption and free circulation aspects. It further underlined that this revision should not lead to a decrease in the harmonisation level in this frequency band.

(25) With regard to the 3rd item on Earth stations on mobile platforms, as decided by WG FM in May 2011, FM44 had started to develop a draft ECC Report. WG FM noted, without comments, the outline of this draft ECC Report in document FM(11)134 Annex 5 as approved by FM44.

(26) WG FM also noted that the FM PT 44 established a correspondence group to further study the issue of item 4 (on the 17.7-19.7 GHz band) taking into account the information received from SE19.

(27) On this issue, the WG FM Chairman introduced document FM(11)191, a liaison statement from WG SE providing additional information following the approval for public consultation the draft ECC Report 173 which is a revision of the ECC Report 003.

(28) The WG FM noted that this liaison statement was also sent to FM PT 44 and decided to task this project team to take the information contained in it into account in its work on the 4th item.

5.2.4 CGC in 1.6/2.4 GHz band

(29) WG FM noted that the project team did not yet finalise its position with regard to the reopening of the work item on CGC in 1.6/2.4 GHz bands due to the diverging views expressed and that FM PT 44 should be able to submit its conclusion to WG FM in April 2012. The current working document, providing elements of information that will be used by FM PT 44 to take and justify its decision, is given in document FM(11)134 Annex 7.

(30) The WG FM Chairman indicated that since the FM PT 44 meeting in July 2011, other elements had taken place on this issue and that the EC took a position not in favour of the development of CGC in the 1.6/2.4 GHz. In addition, he recalled that if a work item has to be (re)opened within WG FM, it has to receive sufficient support from administrations. He then asked the views of administrations on this issue.

(31) Denmark, Sweden and Norway did not support the reopening of the CGC 1.6/2.4 GHz work item.

(32) Mr. Hall (MSUA) explained that, with regard to the risks of interference, the situations in the USA and in CEPT are different. In addition, he stressed that his understanding is that the lack of any work item on this issue does not prevent an operator to approach any administration to request the authorisation to deploy such CGC on the territory of the latter.

(33) France confirmed that the interference scenarios are different in Europe and in the USA. In addition, France explained that it could have agreed on discussing once more this issue in FM PT 44.

(34) Since there was no support from administrations to continue the work on this issue, WG FM finally decided not to reopen the CGC 1.6/2.4 GHz work item as a harmonisation process within CEPT and asked FM PT 44 to withdraw it from its agenda and work programme.

5.2.5 Other issues

5.2.5.1. FM PT 44 Chairmanships

(35) The WG FM Chairman recalled that, as agreed in September 2010, the Chairmanship of Dr. Benoist Deschamps (F) is expected to end after the WRC-12 and that, consequently, WG FM will have to nominate a new Chairman for FM PT 44 at its April 2012 meeting. The WG FM Chairman encouraged Administrations to consider this nomination for the next meeting.

5.2.5.2. ITU-R related activities

(36) WG FM noted, that, with regard to the elements related to ITU-R non-WRC issues, FM PT 44 had unanimously approved the contribution to ITU-R WP 4B provided in FM(11)134_Annex 6, that will be introduced by France on behalf of CEPT.

(37) Also, FM PT 44 requested that WG FM draws to the attention of the Administrations that it may be most likely that they need to update their contact points for SNG matters within ITU and that they can do so contacting the chairman and the counsellor of Working Party 4B or by submitting a formal contribution to WP 4B.

(38) Norway indicated that the above mentioned contact points are also those for the satellite issues. The FM PT 44 Chairman explained that this is not the case for all administrations and that often, request for SNG authorisations are sent very late by the applicants. To avoid any further delay, it is important that the request be sent to the right contact point from the beginning.

With these elements, WG FM decided to agree with the request from FM PT 44.
