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Correspondence Group #3 was charged with developing a draft report on Earth Stations on Mobile Platforms (ESOMPs) operating in the 27.5-30.0 GHz and 17.3 – 20.2 GHz bands.  While much progress was made since the July 2011 meeting of FM 44, the correspondence group was unable to reach consensus on several issues.  The correspondence group has asked that these issues be referred to FM 44 for further discussion and resolution.
1. Issue 1: Should ESOMPs be treated as MSS or FSS?
Based on prior discussions in FM 44 and the draft outline which FM 44 approved at its July 2011 meeting, the working draft of the ESOMP report assumed that ESOMPs would be treated as uncoordinated FSS Earth stations.  Switzerland, Sweden and Avanti objected to this, preferring instead that ESOMPs be classified as MSS.  This is a fundamental question, since it determines what bands ESOMPs will be allowed to use and what regulatory provisions will apply to ESOMPs.  

FM 44 is asked to provide guidance on whether ESOMPs should be treated as FSS or MSS.

2. Issue 2: Should reference be made in the report to past work done in the CEPT and ITU on ESVs and AESs in the C- and Ku-band?
Based on prior discussions in FM 44 and the draft outline which FM 44 approved at its July 2011 meeting, the working draft of the ESOMP report contained references to ECC Decisions (05)10 and (05)11, dealing with Earth Stations on Vessels and Aircraft Earth Stations operating in the 14.0-14.5 GHz band.  The Report also references Recommendation ITU-R M.1643 and studies conducted within the ITU-R analysing the compatibility of Ku-band AMSS systems with FSS systems.  These previous ECC Decisions and ITU-R Recommendation form the basis for the proposed ECC Decision discussed in the draft ESOMP report.  While most participants supported inclusion of this text, Switzerland believed that the Report should not reference ECC Decisions covering bands that were not part of the Report.  
FM 44 is asked to provide guidance on whether the draft ESOMP Report should include references to ECC Decisions and ITU-R Recommendations that do not apply to the bands covered by the draft Report but do provide the technical and operational foundation on which a potential ECC Decision on ESOMPs would be based.

3. Issue 3: Should the draft Report cover NGSO FSS?
Prior discussions in FM 44 did not specifically discuss whether ESOMPs would operate with GSO FSS or NGSO FSS networks.  This was implied, however, by reference in prior discussions to prior ECC Decisions dealing with uncoordinated FSS Earth stations and compliance with Recommendation ITU-R S.524-9, both of which apply to GSO FSS systems only.  The correspondence group agreed that the draft Report was meant to cover only ESOMPs operating with GSO FSS networks, since operation with NGSO FSS networks had not previously been discussed.  The correspondence group could not reach complete consensus on the extent to which NGSO FSS networks should be discussed in the report.  Switzerland proposed to state specifically that ESOMPs could not be operated with NGSO FSS networks.  Others thought that the Report should simply note that it does not cover ESOMPs using NGSO FSS networks.
FM 44 is asked for guidance on the extent to which the ESOMP report should discuss NGSO FSS networks.
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