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4. Reports on ECC and other activities

4.1 Report from the ECC Steering Group Meeting

The Chairman introduced the report from the 28th ECC Steering Group (ECC(11)039R1) indicating that most of the issues are covered by specific agenda items of the ECC. He highlighted possible issues subject to publication after the meeting.

He reported about a discussion triggered by WG FM that the criteria used for the review of ERC/ECC Decisions are still the ones approved by the ECC in 2005. The WG FM meeting endorsed the view that these criteria are difficult to find in the ECC documentation and, in addition, some may not be relevant anymore. After a short discussion, the ECC SG concluded that the WGs are not bound by the criteria and that the criteria are mostly important for the Office in order to prepare the lists of relevant ERC/ECC Decision including some background information. It was further emphasised that the relevant WG has the freedom to finally decide also based on other aspects and to take into account additional arguments in the review process. The ECC SG agreed that there is no need to discuss this issue during the forthcoming ECC meeting. Additionally the Chairman clarified that the ECO template is only a guide to revise the older Decisions and that the related entities are free to decide on their work on a non-mandatory basis.

The ECC SG was informed by the Vice-Chairman of WG FM that his group had got an unusual high number of requests from individual companies to attend the WG FM meeting in Miesbach (May 2011). Some companies neither have a membership of ETSI nor a LoU/MoU with ECC. Although representatives also of such companies may attend meetings of ECC groups if invited by the chair on a case by case basis, this is not the preferred approach. The ETSI liaison officer had raised concerns during the last WG FM meeting because of the decision to study also an alternative approach than proposed and introduced by the SRDoc. The ECC SG concluded that WG FM should inform ETSI about the on-going process on this issue. The Chairman suggested inviting all the interested companies to consider a membership in ETSI in order to overcome the problems of direct contributions to the ECC by developing SRDocs within the ETSI framework.

7. Report from ECC TG5 “ECC Structure”

The Chairman of ECC TG5, Mr Philippe Horisberger (SUI), introduced the result of the consideration of his group on the possible structure reform of the ECC (ECC(11)041).

The Russian Federation, also on behalf of the Administration of Belarus, introduced an alternative proposal (ECC(11)043) to the ECC structure. 

Sweden introduced ECC(11)045 supporting the result of ECC TG5. In this document an alternative proposal was presented in case the ECC does not adopt the ECC TG5 recommendations. 

The ECC agreed with the ECC TG5 proposal to maintain CPG and WG NaN and decided that the future of ECC PT1 will be reconsidered after WRC-12. 

Furthermore ECC TG5 proposed to the ECC the following step-by-step approach:

1.
Redistribution of the WG RA activities

2.
Review of the work program of the ECC family

3.
Review the procedure to include new items in the work program

4.
Review the actual structure 

The ECC agreed to close WG RA at the end of the year 2011 after the expiration of the current chairmanship and redistribute its activities to other ECC entities and the Office (see below). 

The Chairman invited the outgoing Chairman of WG RA to convey the gratitude of the ECC to the group for their long term outstanding work. 

A lively debate took place in relation to the future of WG FM and WG SE. 

It was suggested that firstly a decision on the future of the WGs FM and SE needs to be taken before the ECC decides how to redistribute the work of WG RA. This was supported by the majority of Administrations, while others preferred to proceed as proposed by ECC TG5. 

Finally the ECC agreed to maintain WGs FM and SE and to redistribute the tasks of WG RA as follows:

1.
Use of the RIS model within ECC
WG RA is invited to deliver its (2nd) report for the trial period on the RIS model to the ECC meeting in December 2011. ECC will then decide on the future handling of the RIS model.

2.
RA 1 (enforcement)
FM PT 22 and RA PT 1 will be merged and the new group will report to WG FM.

3.
Licensing/Free circulation/use of terminal equipment issues
These issues will be considered by the responsible group developing the related frequency harmonization measure. At present, all related work items in WG RA are expected to be finalised until September 2011.

4.
Radio Amateur 

The Office will continue to coordinate the activities in relation to radio amateur issues and report to WG FM.

5.
Procedural issues (WM/RoP)
The Office shall draft proposals for amending the RoP/WM at the request of the ECC plenary. These proposals shall be approved by the ECC plenary. 

6.
EWM (Electronic working method)
Further steps will be decided following the submission of WG RA’s final report to the ECC meeting in December 2011.

[…]
8.5 Proposal for new ECC Decision on Earth stations on mobile platforms (ESOMP) in the Ka-band

The Chairman of WG FM invited the ECC to authorise the development of an ECC Decision on ESOMP in the Ka-band, since there is no regulation for this band while for C and Ku-band relevant ECC Decisions for ESOMP are available. 

At the same time WG FM is in process of developing an ECC Report that should be available before the ECC Decision is sent to public consultation and this ECC Report should describe the system and provide justification for the need of an ECC Decision in more details.

Sweden and Switzerland were of the view that before taking such decision the ECC Report should be finalized and only after that ECC could discuss the need to develop a relevant ECC Decision.

Luxembourg supported the Decision, since there are similar Decisions in the Ku- and the C-band. France, Norway, Germany, Belgium, The Netherlands and the United Kingdom shared this view. 

Sweden further proposed that in the ECC Report the issue of convergence between FSS and MSS should be considered and clarification should be done on the need for allocation of Ka-band to MSS in order to give the possibility for deployment of ESOMP. Switzerland would like to see the Report first sharing in general the concerns of Sweden. The WG FM Chairman clarified that the Report is to be finished first, before sending the draft Decision into Public Consultation.

The ECC endorsed the action proposed by the WG FM. 

Statement by Sweden and Switzerland:

“We do not support the development of an ECC Decision on this issue. Consideration of the request to develop an ECC Decision should only be after the approval of the ECC Report. This will allow the CEPT members to seriously consider the background to the proposal and the possible justification for the development of an ECC Decision. 

One of the main reasons seems to be the convergence between the mobile-satellite and fixed-satellite services. Depending on the background there may be different possible actions - either allowing mobile satellite terminals to operate in a fixed-satellite network or changing the allocations to allow also mobile-satellite service to operate in the band. It has to be ensured that the approach taken is neutral to both existing and new users. It also has to be ensured that ECC takes a consistent approach both for satellite and terrestrial services.”

8.9 Information on draft ECC report on the impact of unwanted emissions of IRIDIUM satellites on Radio Astronomy operations in the band 1610.6 - 1613.8 MHz

WG SE approved the new draft ECC Report 171 developed by SE PT 40 on measurements of IRIDIUM unwanted emissions falling in the radioastronomy band 1610.6 ‑ 1613.8 MHz for Public Consultation. The draft ECC Report complements the already published ECC Report 112. It contains a description of the new equipment used for measurements, the new calibration procedure, the direct static analysis results for all frequency channels and the epfd dynamic simulation results limited to the best and worst case RAS channels. The data loss is close to 100% in all cases. It also describes solutions on both the IRIDIUM and RAS to improve compatibility.

The ECC noted that, since the ECC Report is referenced in the ECC/DEC/(09)02, there may be a need to update this ECC Decision. WG SE is invited to liaise with WG FM on that matter once the ECC Report is finally approved for publication. 

12. Matters related to European Communications Office, ECO

12.1 New website

The Director introduced ECC(11)048, noting that it gave details of how ECC members and others could give feedback to the Office about the new website. The Office was seeking to resolve some bugs with the site’s operation within the supplier’s warranty period. The Chairman invited the delegates to communicate identified bugs immediately to the Office in order to resolve as many of them as possible within the suppliers warranty period. 

The website included a feature for administrations to nominate a ’Head of Delegation’ for each ECC entity, which gave rights to approve access to protected documents of that entity (’Group Membership’). The Office would shortly write to ECC List B1 (List A where there are gaps in List B1) inviting nomination of ”Heads of Delegation” for each ECC entity on the website.

The Office expected that, when the website had fully replaced the existing site, some 2000 to 4000 users would be registered with the portal; to date only about 600 had done so. On 1st July, as scheduled, the new site would become the only one which was updated, and the only one carrying current meeting documents and event calendar. This should accelerate the rate of sign-up. The Office would close the old site from 1st October, and the old meeting document area would be converted to an archive.

13. Remaining issues from the CPG, WG FM, WG RA, WG SE, WG NaN, ECC PT1 (IMT) 

[…]

WG FM

The Chairman of WG FM introduced Annex 04 to ECC(11)031 containing the list of active ERC/ECC Recommendations and the conclusion of WG FM to abrogate some of them. He explained that in accordance with the RoP a working group is allowed to abrogate an ECC Recommendation but that some of the ERC/ECC Recommendations were approved by the ECC. Therefore WG FM is seeking confirmation from the ECC that also such ERC/ECC Recommendations could be abrogated. 

The ECC endorsed the proposal to abrogate the following ECC Recommendations: T/R 25-06, T/R 20-09, ERC/REC 21-17, ERC/REC/(00)02, ERC/REC/(00)03, ECC/REC/(02)07, ECC/REC/(02)08, ECC/REC/(02)10.

He also introduced Annex 05 to ECC(11)031 containing the List of ECC Decisions for the regular review process with latest conclusions of WG FM on necessary actions (Retain, Revise or Abrogate) and the date for this actions. 

France suggested that Annex 1 to the list could be made available at ECO web server as it contains useful information. The Chairman of WG FM explained that this information has not been verified yet and it is better to further consider the issue of clustering of ECC Decision in order to improve the area of presentation, which is harmonized by ECC Decisions. After some further discussion it was concluded that WG FM could work further in this direction. 

