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The 29th meeting of the Electronic Communications Committee (ECC) was held in Split, Croatia, on kind invitation of the Croatian Post and Electronic Communications Agency (HAKOM).
...

5	Draft ECC Decisions
5.1	Approval for Public Consultation of draft new ECC/DEC/(11)HH on “Harmonised frequency arrangements for IMT systems used for mobile/fixed communications networks (MFCN) operating in the bands 3400 - 3600 MHz and 3600 - 3800 MHz”
The Chairman of ECC PT1, Mr Didier Chauveau (F), presented the draft ECC/DEC/(11)HH on harmonised frequency arrangements for MFCN in the bands 3.4 - 3.6 GHz and 3.6 - 3.8 GHz (Annex 1 to ECC(11)036) submitted to ECC for approval for Public Consultation, which was intensively debated at the last ECC PT1 meeting. Two band plans (one TDD and one FDD) are annexed to the Decision for the band 3.4 - 3.6 GHz and one TDD band plan is annexed to the Decision for the band 3.6 - 3.8 GHz.
The ECC noted that the existing ECC regulatory framework already contains a BEM (see ECC REC (04)05 “Guidelines for accommodation and assignment of Multipoint Fixed Wireless systems in frequency bands 3.4 ‑ 3.6 GHz and 3.6 ‑ 3.8 GHz”) and that the current EC Decision 2008/411/EC is based on CEPT Report 15. ECC noted that ECC PT1 has not yet determined whether this existing BEM is also suitable for the high data rate MFCN services using larger channel bandwidths. This will be analysed at future meetings of ECC PT1 and, if necessary, could result in the development of new LRTC/BEM for future MFCN implementations.
Germany introduced a multi country proposal (ECC(11)044) stating that the current draft ECC Decision does not provide the necessary harmonisation and guidance to the industry. In order to indicate TDD as the preferred harmonised frequency arrangement for the band 3.4 - 3.6 GHz, this proposal invited ECC to consider and approve an alternative text of decides 3 based on the guidance of the 27th ECC meeting and to take an approach similar to the existing ECC/DEC/(09)03, while taking into account the existing use of the bands. This view was supported by a contribution from some interested industry parties (ECC(11)INFO08). 
Another contribution provided by some telecom operators (ECC(11)INFO13) preferred an FDD channel plan for the 3.4 - 3.6 GHz band. However these operators recognised the compromise achieved in ECC PT1.
During the discussion it was suggested that the term “preferred” should be added in this decides and to consider converting the Decision into a Recommendation. Other administrations supported the compromise provided by ECC PT1 and invited ECC to send the draft ECC Decision to Public Consultation as proposed by ECC PT1. 
ECC agreed on a few editorial improvements of the draft new ECC Decision and approved it for Public Consultation. The draft text includes the two options for decides 2, that were supported by the meeting, in order to seek more views from stakeholders. The options are:
OPTION A: 
that administrations wishing to implement MFCN in the 3.4 - 3.6 GHz band should follow the harmonised frequency arrangement given in Annex 1 (TDD) or implement the harmonised frequency arrangement (taking into account considering ee) above) given in Annex 2 (FDD); 
OPTION B: 
that administrations wishing to implement MFCN in the 3.4 - 3.6 GHz band should adhere to the harmonised frequency arrangement given in Annex 1 (TDD); 
that administrations wishing to implement MFCN in the 3.4 - 3.6 GHz band with frequency arrangements other than the harmonised arrangement in Annex 1 should follow Annex 2 (FDD);
The ECC agreed on a text (ANNEX04) for the cover letter for the Public Consultation in order to invite administrations and other interested parties to carefully consider the issue. 
The ECC approved the new draft ECC Decision ECC/DEC/(11)HH (ANNEX05) for Public Consultation.
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6	ECC Rules of Procedure and Working Methods
6.1	Final approval of changes to WM and RoP (ECC meeting Porto)
After the provisional approval of the changes to RoP and WM at the 28th ECC meeting, the text was made available in accordance with the RoP two months prior to the meeting (ECC(11)029 and 030).
The ECC approved the changes to RoP and WM. 
6.2	Final approval of the result of the first 3-year review of the RoP and WM by WG RA
The Chairman of WG RA introduced section 5.1 of ECC(11)032 stating that WG RA developed draft amendments to the RoP and the WM in relation to the pending requests that have been collected in the past three years and not been addressed so far as “urgent” (Annex 8 to ECC(11)032 (RoP) and Annex 9 to ECC(11)032 (WM)). The amendments also include a clause in the Rules of Procedure that the ECC shall approve its multiannual strategic plan.
The review does not address the task concerning the ECA as there is ongoing work within WG FM in relation to the future use and objective of the ECA. Also, the review does not address the task in relation to the implementation of EWM virtual participation, as the 2-year trial period ends in October 2011 and final decisions have not been taken yet.
The ECC 
(i)	provisionally approved the proposed amendments to the RoP (ANNEX09) to be considered for final approval at the next ECC meeting after giving at least two months notice as prescribed in article 16.1 of the RoP, and 
(ii)	approved the proposed amendments to the Working Methods (ANNEX10).
6.3	New layouts for ECC deliverables
The Director of the Office introduced ECC(11)047, which showed the new appearance which is recommended to be followed respectively for ECC Deliverables. These had been prepared by an agency under the direction of the Office, which had used the advice of the ECC SG Think Tank. The Office is presently evaluating the technical operation of the templates, and is expected over the summer to upload them on the new ECO webpage. 
Mr Thomas explained in more detail the decisions of the ECC SG Think Tank about how the new templates would be applied. This required a control sheet to track reviews and revisions, that CEPT Reports would include the Commission Mandate in Annex, and that existing deliverables when reviewed should have their cover pages (only) changed to the new format.
As for deliverables approved at this 29th ECC meeting, the final Decision would just adopt the front page in the new style, but the Office would convert the current draft Decisions to the new format in parallel with the Public Consultation process.
The meeting endorsed the proposals. Noting that the templates will form part of the Working Methods, the Chairman asked that the Office have the final versions ready for application to documents uploaded from the start of October. 
The ECC was also informed about the development of the design for presentations given on behalf of the ECC. Although final amendments are still expected, the design should already be used for respective presentations.
...
8.10	Information on the spectrum requirements for Broadband DA2GC
ECC had tasked WG FM to consider further the spectrum requirements for Broadband DA2GC systems. The Chairman of WG FM introduced the outcome of the considerations during the latest meeting which had shown that an amount of spectrum of 2 x 10 MHz for FDD or, in case of TDD, 20 MHz is required.
However, these considerations are still preliminary and it might be necessary to come back to that issue in the future.
It was also indicated that not only the ETSI request is currently under study but also an alternative approach that had been submitted to WG FM. It was mentioned by France that for this approach an assessment of spectrum requirement should be undertaken. This issue was also discussed during the ECC Steering Group meeting and the SG concluded that WG FM should inform ETSI about the ongoing process. The ECC SG also had the view that all interested companies should consider a membership in ETSI.
The Chairman of WG SE informed the meeting that a new Project Team (SE PT 44) had been established for Broadband DA2GC and this PT will closely cooperate with FM PT 48.
The meeting noted the preliminary conclusions as provided by WG FM. All interested parties were invited to contribute to the work on Broadband DA2GC.
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