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Dear Mr Schulte-Strathaus,

WGFM is a working group of the European Conference of Postal and Telecommunications Administration (CEPT) in charge of the radiofrequency spectrum management. Among other things, WGFM has to deal inter alia with requests for new radiofrequency systems in order to introduce a regulation as appropriate.

In this context, WGFM has received a demand for a new application called broadband Direct-Air-To-Ground-Communication systems (DA2GC) which constitutes an application for various types of telecommunications services, such as internet access and mobile multimedia services. It aims to provide access to broadband communication services during domestic and continental flights on a Europe-wide basis. The main application field would be Air Passenger Communications but could also support Airline Administrative Communications services and thus improving aircraft operation, resulting in particular in reduced OPEX for the airlines. Services are similar to those provided currently by satellite but supported by a network based on terrestrial stations deployed in Europe.
Hence airline companies will be able to offer this service to their customers. In this case, we would be very grateful if you could provide to us some feedbacks on the interest you could bring to such application. Already some of your member airlines have expressed support and offered to provide assistance.

The amount of spectrum required will be dependent on the market demand. There has been some research but it would be helpful to have an overall perspective of likely passenger demand for domestic and continental flights in Europe.

Information on the following would be of particular value:

· Estimated demand for on-board WLAN connectivity

· Estimated demand for on-board mobile network connectivity

· Estimated demand for SMS

· Estimated demand for voice

· Objection to the use of voice by other users

· Any influence of booking class
· Are airline companies willing to offer this service to their passengers?
· to which extent this application may be assumed as beneficial to aircraft operations
Clearly demand will be significantly influence by price.

I would be grateful for any information that AEA can offer which would, if required, be treated as confidential and not published.

Thank you for your kind consideration of this request.

Yours sincerely,
Sergey Pastukh

Chairman WG FM

E-mail:  sup@niir.ru 
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