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To:
Mr U. Schulte-Strathaus
Secretary General
Association of European Airlines
Avenue Louise 350
B-1050 Brussels
Belgium


	
	


	
	Date: 27 April 2012

	Source:	WG FM


	Subject:	Draft Letter to Association of European Airlines about Direct-Air-to-Ground Communications Systems
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Dear Mr Schulte-Strathaus,

The Electronic Communications Committee (ECC) of the European Conference of Postal and Telecommunications Administrations (CEPT) develops harmonisation measures for spectrum usage involving the cooperation of 48 administrations in Europe (see http://www.cept.org/ecc). The Working Group FM (Frequency Management), in charge of the radiofrequency spectrum management within ECC, inter alia, deals with requests for harmonisation of spectrum for new radio systems in order to develop regulations as appropriate.
In this context, WGFM has received a request from ETSI (TR 103 054) for a new application called Broadband Direct-Air-to-Ground Communications (DA2GC) systems which constitutes an application for various types of telecommunication services, such as internet access and mobile multimedia services. It aims to provide access to broadband communication services during domestic and continental flights on a Europe-wide basis. The main application field would be Air Passenger Communications and it could also support Airline Administrative Communications services and thus improving aircraft operation, aiming to reduce OPEX for these services. Services are similar to those currently only provided via satellite services, but provided via a direct radio link between Aircraft and terrestrial Ground Stations deployed in Europe.
I would be very grateful if you could provide feedback on the level of interest you foresee in such an application. Some of your member airlines have already expressed such an interest and offered to provide assistance.
There has been some research but it would be helpful to have an overall perspective of likely passenger demand for domestic and continental flights in Europe.
Information on the following aspects would be of particular value:
· Business models, including views on pricing, based on such type of applications and relevant market perspectives in Europe
· Required performance of the system (Mbit/s per plane)
· Estimated demand for on-board WLAN connectivity
· Estimated demand for on-board mobile network connectivity
· Which applications are foreseen by the airlines?
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Expected benefit to aircraft operations
I would be grateful for any information, if possible before the next meeting in September, that AEA can offer.

Thank you for your kind consideration of this request.

Yours sincerely,

Sergey Pastukh
Chairman WG FM
E-mail:  sup@niir.ru 
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