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	Summary
Luxembourg supports the flexible use within CEPT of the L-Band 1452 – 1492 MHz (the Band), in order to allow, inter alia, broadcast and mobile multimedia downlink services, provided that such future use enables both terrestrial-only and satellite-based solutions to co-exist in the Band on a technology-neutral basis and to have access to sufficient spectrum to be commercially and technically viable. On the same basis, Luxembourg also supports the application, in the Band, of Least Restrictive Technical Conditions where feasible. Luxembourg does not believe major modifications to the current band plans are required to achieve these goals.
The proposal from Luxembourg is to be considered in the context of the increasing demand for spectrum required to provide a wide range of mobile broadcast, multimedia and broadband services all over Europe, as well as the public policy objectives and commercial needs to ensure optimal spectrum efficiency across the widest geographical area.


	
Proposal 
It is proposed to take into account the information contained in this document in the drafting of the ECC report on the most appropriate use of the L-band, in particular with respect to 
· The ability to provide mobile downlink-only services (broadcast, multimedia, broadband) using satellite-based technologies (both satellite-only and hybrid satellite-terrestrial), with relevance for Sections 3.4 (mobile multimedia downlink), 3.6 (satellite broadcasting) and 3.8 (PPDR), and possibly 3.3 (mobile broadband);

· Application of Least Restrictive Technical Conditions where feasible;

· Introduction of a public policy criterion in Section 2; it is proposed to add the following criteria to the list of criteria in Section 2:
· Extent of public policy benefits including

· Spectrum efficiency

· Geographical coverage

· Resilience and security 

· Compatibility with technology neutrality (permitting different technological solutions)


	Background
Despite many planning, technical and commercial efforts over the past decades, neither terrestrial-only nor satellite-based services have been deployed in the L-Band 1452-1492 MHz in Europe with much commercial success. Project Team FM PT50 has been set up by the ECC to determine the future use of the Band in CEPT. 
During the same period of time, mobile services have taken off to become one of the most dynamic markets in the world. As usage has shifted from voice to data and bandwidth-hungry applications, it is expected that mobile broadband, and in particular multimedia, traffic will grow dramatically over the coming years. The mobile device has become the essential and ubiquitous tool for personal communications, information and entertainment, and, very importantly, also for personal safety-of-life and security (eg, emergency calls). Coverage, in addition to capacity, thus becomes an important requirement, not only for commercial, but also for public policy interests.
Spectrum below 3 GHz is ideal for enabling a wide range of mobile broadband, broadcast and multimedia services to handheld devices (including smartphones and tablets) and vehicles. Satellite broadcast and/or communications services are permitted in only a very small fraction of the spectrum below 3 GHz, with the vast majority of the spectrum being authorised only for terrestrial deployments. Yet, as is recognized also by the European Union policy, satellite-based solutions can be a critical element of providing ubiquitous solutions to citizens across a wide geographic area.
As set out in a separate contribution from Luxembourg, a large number of active filings from CEPT countries exist for satellite systems to be deployed in the Band. Deployment of services using those satellite systems, alone or in combination with terrestrial networks, could contribute strongly to the combined objectives of capacity and coverage, providing a highly resilient and ubiquitous solution to communications requirements under any circumstances. Similar initiatives combining satellite and terrestrial technologies (for two-way networks) are already being implemented in North America: LightSquared in the 1.6 GHz L-band and DISH in the 2GHz S-Band.
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