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	Summary

This document aims to provide an input to section 2 of the ECC report and make proposals regarding the criteria that will be used to assess candidate applications.


	
Proposal 
Italian administration would like to make the following proposals:
1. Prioritize compatibility with current regulatory framework and in particular with ITU-R Radio Regulations and MA02revCO07 agreement in the list of criteria drafted in section 2 of ECC Report to assess candidate applications.
2. Add “timeline for application deployment” as an additional criterion to be included in the list drafted in section 2 of the ECC Report. 
Moreover, the Italian administration re-emphasizes the importance of the criterion “Potential for economy of scale (need and potential for harmonisation within and outside CEPT)” included in the drafted section 2 of the ECC report and proposes to use it also to highlight potential roadblocks/benefits of each candidate applications in achieving European/global scale. The Italian administration proposes the suppression of the text in square brackets under this criteria as the aim of CEPT and FM50 is L-band harmonisation and not its fragmentation among countries.


	Background
During its first meeting in Copenhagen in July 2011, FM PT50 drafted section 2 of the ECC report that provides a description of criteria to be used in the impact assessment. Moreover, the meeting agreed to finalize, if possible, the section 2 of the ECC report at the 2nd meeting of FM 50 in Rome.
In this context and considering that the L band has experienced in Europe in the last 15 years very low level of utilization and in order to avoid a similar scenario happening again in the future, the Italian administration believe that it is important to select the applications that could be deployed in the shortest possible timeframe, with the lowest level of risks and highest possible net benefits for Europe and its consumers. 

To achieve the above high level goals, it is worthwhile to re emphasize the importance of the compatibility with the current regulatory framework as a criterion to be used for assessing candidate applications. In particular, the Italian administration view is that it is critical for success and for achieving the previously stated high level goals, the compatibility of candidate application with existing Radio Regulations given the uncertainty, risks and long time required for changing them. Moreover, the Italian administration has stressed the importance of compatibility of candidate applications with MA02revCO07 agreement highlighting its value for Europe and Italy. 
Furthermore, the Italy would like to highlight the importance to have the timeline for application deployment as a criterion to assess candidate applications. The timeline for a mass deployment of each application depends on a certain number of factors, some of them will be market originated, some will be technology driven and others will be regulatory driven. This criterion will be helpful in identifying such variables for each candidate application and evaluate their impact on the timeline. It will also help in identifying the critical path for each application as well as risks related to the availability of technology and availability of equipment on a large scale. This criterion would include the one drafted in section 2 of the draft ECC Report (timeline for availability of equipment on a large scale – status of standardization).
Last but not least, Italy would like to highlight the importance of potential CEPT and global harmonization as an assessment criterion for candidate applications. Deployment of applications on a global basis (in the European L band) will have a positive impact on economies of scale and overall benefits for Europe giving the opportunity to European stakeholders to access global markets and to take a leadership position also in international markets. Given the positive effects of frequency harmonization on costs, this criteria would help in identifying the harmonization potential for the specific frequency bands required by each application. Harmonization potential would also be useful in highlighting on a European and global basis potential roadblocks for each candidate application providing important elements in the decision making process.
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