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Summary
The socio-economical as well as the operational benefits, both at national and at European level, of the use of the L-band to any radiocommunication service will be linked to the level of corresponding usage and penetration. The UMTS Forum believes that the success of mobile broadband services in this band would depend on the emergence of a sizable usage and penetration. Such large scale usage requires the harmonisation and availability of the full 40 MHz for mobile broadband downlink at a pan-European level in order to support necessary additional capacity in combination with carriers operating on paired spectrum in other bands.



	
Proposal

The UMTS Forum proposes to develop a harmonised downlink band plan encompassing the whole 40 MHz in order to enable the emergence of an innovative mobile broadband eco-system in the band and to meet the demand for mobile broadband services in Europe.



	
Background

The RSPG stated in its opinion for the WRC-12 that “The Digital Agenda within Europe´s strategy 2020 calls that all EU citizens should have access to broadband at sufficient speed. This cannot be achieved without a significant role being played by wireless broadband networks and their spectrum resources should be able to cope with the expected growth of data traffic. Therefore, Member States should support agenda item(s) for WRC-16 addressing the allocation and/or further harmonisation of spectrum, as appropriate, to meet this need.” The L-band, which has already reached a certain level of harmonization, should be considered in the context of this overall European broadband strategy.

The UMTS based technologies HSPA (release 9 and beyond) and LTE (release 10 and beyond) include the capability of aggregating downlink channel blocks in different bands with an association uplink channel block. Therefore, these 3GPP technologies from the UMTS family could leverage the full 40 MHz of the L-band for downlink in order to contribute to the goals of the Digital Agenda.

In summary, UMTS Forum is of the firm view that the success of radiocommunication services in this band would depend on the emergence of a sizable user penetration, which requires the following three pre-conditions:
· The harmonisation of the full 40MHz band for mobile broadband at pan-European level.
· The availability of the full 40 MHz for mobile broadband technologies in order to provide a significant additional downlink capacity for mobile broadband. 
· A commonly agreed band plan for a harmonised downlink band which will trigger the standardisation work. This is required for the industry to be in the position to subsequently meet user demands in a timely manner.
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