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	Summary

This document contains information on the ongoing allocation process of the L band to hybrid terrestrial/satellite digital radio services within France.


	Proposal

The FM 50 to be informed of the ongoing call for tender in France for terrestrial radio services within part of the band 1452-1479.5 MHz, with rights based on the MA02revCO07 Special Arrangement. These terrestrial services are expected to be completed by a satellite component, in the same band or in another band.

Therefore, in case the WGFM / FM50 outcome leads to a change of usage of the whole band 1452-1479.5 MHz, refarming of these radio services will be necessary in France. 

Moreover, it would be useful to carry out compatibility studies between the application(s) that will be considered as the most appropriate for CEPT and these radio services, to ensure the proper co-existence inside countries and at the borders.  
Finally, if WGFM / FM50 decides that the most appropriate application(s) in this band for CEPT is not, or not only, the broadcasting (sound) radio service, the frequencies used by these radio services, currently compliant to the Plan of the MA02revCO07 Special Arrangement, can be modified if justified to ensure spectrum efficiency in this frequency band taking into account coexistence between various appropriate applications.. They should take into account the rights at the border and the need to make modifications to the MA02revCO07 Plan entries.



	Background
The two last public consultations launched by the Conseil supérieur de l’audiovisuel (French regulatory body for audiovisual matters) in June 2009 and March 2011 that covered the possible usages of 1452-1492 MHz band, related to digital radio services, showed an interest for a possible alternative but complimentary usage to the traditional terrestrial networks: an hybrid terrestrial and satellite network for subscription radio services.

Considering this would indeed also benefit to the free to air digital terrestrial radio services projects in band III, since subscription operators in band L are expected to integrate the band III support in the receivers they will design, the CSA has launched the last stage of the process, i.e a call for tender to allocate a first national license within the 1452-1479,5 MHz band.
This license will issued with respect to the rights granted by the MA02revCO07 Special Arrangement, and will include the following goals or expectations :

· 67 allotments, forming 1 nationwide layer;

· The mandatory technologies for the future license are T-DMB if the broadcasting network is only terrestrial and DVB-SH or SDR if it also plans to include a complementary satellite component. In all cases, transmissions should fit within the T-DAB spectrum mask;

· The call of tender has been launched the 3rd of November 2011. Both the detailed text for this call and the previous synthesis (2011) and its CSA associated conclusions should be published in the very short term (on the CSA website);

· The license is expected to be issued by the end of 2012, and the services could therefore be on air by the end of 2012/beginning of 2013;
· There are roll-out obligations :

·  3 years after the licensing, the coverage has to reach 20% of the French metropolitan population, and must be spread at least over 3 regions (French administrative section: in Metropolitan France, there are 21 such regions plus the Corsica territorial collectivity, also considered as such) 
·  5 years after the licensing, the coverage has to reach 40%  of the French metropolitan population and must be spread at least over 11 regions

·  7 years after the licensing, the coverage has to reach 60%  of the French metropolitan population and at least 25% of the population of each French metropolitan region.

· Not fulfilling the roll-out obligations can lead the CSA to withdraw the license.

The allotments which are considered for the licensing of these digital radio services (terrestrial part) are ranging from block LF to LO, ie, to 1460.752 MHz to 1477.696 MHz. Such range of spectrum may have an impact on the possibility to implement the most appropriate application(s) of this band as determined by FM50 in France and in neighboring countries, even if the MA02revCO07 Special Arrangement grants the possibility to implement additional alternative applications in neighbouring countries.
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LF to LO allotments for the Metropolitan France coverage, as planned for this call for tender




