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Summary

This document provides the views of France regarding the prioritization of FM PT50 criteria that will be used in the L-band impact assessment. France considers that it is key for CEPT to harmonize the 1452-1492 MHz spectrum and to enable its efficient use on a timely basis to maximize the social and economic benefits for Europe and its consumers while taking into account terrestrial digital radio on-going developments in some countries (which is the case in France[footnoteRef:1]). Furthermore, it is important for CEPT to avoid the segmentation of the whole 40 MHz into sub-bands that would be allocated to different applications as this will lead to fragmentation. The prioritization of criteria aims to ensure those high level objectives are achieved. [1:  The procedure initiated at the beginning of 2011 in France by the French Broadcasting Regulatory Authority (CSA) is ongoing. A 2 month public call for tender relating to the supply of subscription radio services in L band was closed on February the 27th 2012. One application has been received so far. Other applications may be received by CSA within the end of the week taking into account mailing delays.] 


	
Proposal

France would like to propose and support the following prioritization of the FM50 agreed impact assessment criteria:

1. Extent (maximisation) of social and economic benefits & Potential for economy of scale (need and potential for harmonization within and outside CEPT)
2. Timeframe for availability of equipment on a large scale and for application deployment – status of standardisation & Compatibility with ITU Radio Regulation and Maastricht Agreement
3. Possibility to share/combine with other applications/uses & Compatibility with ECC DEC(03)02


	
Background

The ECC set up Project Team FM PT50 to determine the most appropriate future use of the L-band, 1452-1492 MHz, in CEPT and to develop if necessary the associated regulatory framework. In this context, FM PT50 agreed the following criteria to be used in the impact assessment, which is currently being carried out on candidate applications:

· Compatibility with the current regulatory framework (Radio Regulations, Maastricht Agreement, ECC DEC(03)02)
· Possibility to combine and share with other applications/uses
· Timeframe for availability of equipment on a large scale and for application deployment - status of standardisation
· Extent (maximisation) of social and economic benefits 
· Potential for economy of scale (need and potential for harmonisation within and outside CEPT) 

FM PT50 is currently discussing how to prioritize the previously mentioned criteria.  France supports the following prioritization of criteria with associated rationale:

Extent (maximisation) of social and economic benefits  & Potential for economy of scale (need and potential for harmonisation within and outside CEPT) 

These two criteria are considered as high priority as the increasing demand for spectrum coupled with its scarcity makes it important to assess which future uses of the L band would bring biggest social and economic benefits to Europe, while taking into account current national situations. Furthermore, deployment of an application as widely as possible will have a positive impact on economies of scale and overall benefits for Europe giving the opportunity to European stakeholders to access global markets and to take a leadership position also in international markets. Harmonization potential would also be useful in highlighting any roadblocks for the deployment of applications on a European and global basis providing important elements to the decision on the most appropriate future use of the L-band.

Timeframe for availability of equipment on a large scale and for application deployment – status of standardisation; compatibility with ITU Radio Regulation and Maastricht Agreement

The timely and efficient use of spectrum is essential. This band has experienced a low level of usage in the last 15 years and the ECC acknowledged this fact by setting up FM PT50 with a mandate to conclude its work quickly by September 2012. France considers that this criterion should also be equally a high priority criteria and ECC should select applications that has the potential to use the band by 2015. Indeed, the ECC can review the use of bands every 3 years and will be able to assess in 2015/2016 if the harmonization of 1452-1492 MHz has been effective as a result of its end 2012 decision. It should be noted that this criterion should be associated to the criterion on the compatibility with the Radio Regulations as any required change to those Regulations will introduce at least 7/8 years delay in the deployment of an applications in the band. Indeed, WRC-15 would have to adopt an agenda item for WRC-18/19 and WRC-18/19 will have to change the Radio Regulation following the successful completion of ITU studies. It should be also noted that this criterion includes the compatibility with Maastricht Agreement in order to take into account the current terrestrial digital radio in the band in some countries.

Possibility to share/combine with other applications/uses & Compatibility with ECC DEC(03)02

These would be the least important criteria. Combination of applications as currently defined by FM PT50 means the segmentation of the band and the allocation of each segment to a specific application with a specific regulatory and technical framework.  Taking into account the amount of available spectrum, the combination of applications will lead to the fragmentation of the L-band, will end up to be a missed opportunity for the efficient use of the L-band and will reduce the flexibility at national level.
In addition, the compatibility with ECC DEC(03)02 criterion is similarly considered as a lowest priority as WG FM decided that this Decision can be reviewed in 2012/2013 following FM PT50 work conclusion.
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