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Minutes
FM PT50 6th meeting

Venue: Bologna, Italy
3-5 April 2012
1. Opening of the meeting

(1) The Chairman, Mr Deschamps (France), opened the 6th meeting of the project team, welcomed the FM50 participants and thanked the Italian Administration for the invitation, the Fondazione Ugo Bordoni for hosting the meeting and the sponsors for supporting the organisation.
(2) Ms Guiducci (Italy) welcomed the project team and provided some details about the practical arrangement. She also gave indicated that Fondazione Ugo Bordoni (FUB), is a foundation whose control and management is assigned to the Public Administration. FUB is an Institution of High Culture that is meant to perform and support research and scientific studies, applications in telecommunications, information technology, electronics and multimedia services in general, in order to promote scientific progress and technological innovation. FUB operates under the control of the Ministry of Economic Development and most activities are committed by the Department of Communications. Moreover FUB carries out consultancy activities for the Government, the Parliament, the Authorities, Public Institutions and regional and local Administrations; it provides scientific and cultural instruments for the welfare and protection of citizen, users and the development of the market; it promotes appropriate initiatives to join and co-ordinate scientific activities of Universities and Research Centers; it combines to bring about formation activites in sector of competence.
(3) The list of participants is given in Annex 1 (access limited to FM50 members).
2. Adoption of the agenda

(4) The draft Agenda was available as document FM50(12)033rev2.
(5) He also recalled that document FM50(11)049rev1 and FM50(11)060 are kept on the agenda and will be considered later in the work of FM50 as they are dealing with section 6 of the ECC Report.
(6) The Chairman also indicated that he received a request to withdraw document FM50(12)035 from the providers of this input. This document number will remain unallocated.

(7) FM50 approved the Agenda (provided in Annex 2).
(8) A list of contributions submitted to the meeting is given in Annex 3.
3. Draft ECC Report
3.1 Draft ECC Report, section 3 (applications description):

(9) Mr Ratkaj (EBU) introduced document FM50(12)036 providing the output from the activity of the correspondence group since the former FM50 meeting, early March. He mentioned that new proposals were received, mainly with regard to PMSE, satellite broadcasting and, to a lesser extent to the SDL and BDA2GC sections.

(10) He also asked guidelines with respect to the non broadcasting satellite applications taking into account the exchanges in the correspondence group.

(11) It was confirmed by the group that the satellite application to be considered is now limited to the audio broadcasting service.
(12) The Chairman indicated that this document should be taken as the basis for the work in the drafting group at this meeting with the aim of finalising this section this week.

(13) Mr Westring (Sweden) introduced document FM50(12)039 proposing several changes on the draft section 3 of the ECC Report, in particular on the PMSE application and also on the PPDR and BD12GC ones. This document also underlines that FM 50 should ensure that relevant information is provided and that the content actually corresponds to the titles of the sub-sections.

(14) Mr Rosowski (DT) introduced the information document FM50(12)INFO 005, providing information about a trial of a direct data communication - using LTE technology - between an aircraft and a wireless networks on the ground.
(15) The Chairman proposed that DG3 meets under the coordination of Mr Ratkaj to make further progress on the draft section 3.
(16) The drafting group finalised the draft section section 3 of the ECC Report that was reviewed by the plenary. With a few additional modifications, FM50 approuved this draft section 3 as provided in Annex 4.
(17) Statement from SES supported by Luxembourg:

SES regrets that its proposed text for Section 3.4 (see below) was not retained and referred to Chapter 4 instead:

'The use of L-Band for S-DAB does not imply or require the exclusive allocation of a sub-band for S-DAB only. Indeed, even in the presence of a satellite signal in the band, national administrations may decide, in their national discretion, to authorize other applications in the same frequency band within their national territory. This assessment is subject to the results of compatibility studies.'
SES believes that this text is in fact an important element of the S-DAB application and fears that removing this element from the Section 3.4 may lead to unnecessary confusion about the S-DAB application and its potential impact on, and compatibility with, other applications. SES would therefore prefer to include the text in Section 3.4.

(18) It was agreed that the correspondence activity will deal with the review of the Annexes of the draft ECC Report related to the section 3 and with the incorporation of the references where place-holders have been identified.

(19) The Chairman thanked Mr Ratkaj (EBU) and the DG3 members for their work.
3.2 Draft ECC Report, section 4 (applications analysis)

(20) Mr Donohue (France) introduced document FM50(12)042, the report of the work carried out in the framework of the ECO Forum on section 4 of the draft ECC Report since the 5rd meeting of FM50 in March 2012. Mr Donohue underlined that some progress was made on criteria 4 and 5 but also that diverging views still need to be discussed.

(21) Mr Lebrun (Qualcomm) introduced document FM50(12)034 requesting clarifications and information on the filing(s) that could be used for the satellite broadcasting application.

(22) Mr D’Andria (Italy) recalled that the satellite AFRISTAR was not designed to provide service over Europe and that as for the 2 GHz MSS band, a selection process should be considered if there are candidate applications. In addition, information related to Resolution ITU-R 49 should be included. This last point was supported by Mr Westring (Sweden).
(23) Mr Rischette (Luxembourg) underlined that the two options of document FM50(12)034 are not exclusive one from the other as a segmentation of the satellite band may leave the possibility for another satellite to provide audio broadcasting service over CEPT.

(24) It was agreed that further discussion is necessary in the drafting group in relation to the licensing aspects.

(25) Mr Bygren (Sweden) introduced document FM50(12)038 proposing a comparison between the MA02revCO07 spectrum mask and spectrum masks for LTE, HSPA and DVB-T2. The document raises some questions for discussion concerning the use of the spectrum masks in MA02revCO07 for both in-band and out-of-band protection and compatibility.
(26) Mr Chourbaji (Qualcomm) mentioned that the discussions that took place under the agenda 3.3 with regard to the band plans to be considered shown that the envelop concept is not anticipated to be used but that the MA02revCO07 Arrangement would be used for the border coordination of terrestrial audio broadcasting with mobile systems. In addition, he underlined that the MA02revCO07 Arrangement is based on high power transmitters while mobile systems are using low power base stations transmitters. This difference has an impact on the comparison of the out off band masks.
(27) It was agreed that this information could be used at a later stage in the future definition of the technical conditions.

(28) The Chairman proposed that DG4 meets under the coordination of Mr Donohue to make further progress on the analysis of the applications on the basis of the agreed criteria.

(29) The plenary considered the outcome of the drafting activity and approved the analysis of the applications on the basis of the fourth criteria, with the exception of the applications XX and YY after having agreed on a few modifications. The agreed text is given in Annex 5.
(30) The Chairman thanked Mr Donohue (France) and the drafting group for their work. He indicated that the work will continue through the ECO Forum until the next FM50 meeting.
3.3 Draft ECC Report, section 5 (regulatory options)

(31) Mr Le Dévendec (ECO) introduced document FM50(12)043, the report of the work carried out in the framework of the ECO Forum on section 5 of the draft ECC Report since the 5rd meeting of FM50 in March 2012.
(32) Mr Dolizy (Huawei) introduced document FM50(12)041 from Ericsson, Huawei and Qualcomm proposing a comparison on how different band plans could accomodate different applications (and the underlying technology). This contribution suggests that the band plan based on 8 blocks of 5 MHz seems to accomodate most applications in an optimal manner.
(33) Mr Westring (Sweden) asked if the classification in the table under section 5.4.2.5 is related to the elements of the on the optimum band plan given in section 5.4.3. Mr Dolizy recognised that the proposed new sections may need reorganisation.
(34) The Chairman proposed that DG5 meets under the coordination of Mr Le Dévendec (ECO) to make further progress on the analysis of the applications on the basis of the agreed criteria.

(35) The plenary considered the outcome of the drafting. Mr Le Dévendec (ECO) stressed that in the drafting group, there was no support for a band plan based on a 5.1 MHz channel width. This was confirmed at the FM50 level. The band plans retained are based on 1.7 MHz or 5 MHz channel rasters.
(36) In addition, the group endorsed that no additional regulatory options has been proposed in addition to the fourth listed in the draft section 5.

(37) Ms Seifert (Germany) and Mr Rischette (Luxembourg) asked if these regulatory options could be reviewed on the basis of the outcome of the drafting activities on the prioritisation of criteria that took place during this meeting.

(38) The Chairman recalled that on the one hand, it is always possible to come back on an agreed section as long as the ECC Report is not finally approved. However, to ensure the proper progress of the work of FM50, this possibility should be used in actual necessary case. On the other hand, the Chairman stressed that it could be surprising that discussion on the prioritisation of criteria influences the definition of the regulatory options.
(39) Mr Geurtz (SES), supported by Mr Rischette (Luxembourg) stated that wiith respect to the Regulatory Options set out in Section 5.3: 
- Regulatory Option 1 represents an appropriate regulatory option to support and enable the S-DAB application, provided that, in the band 1467 - 1479.5 MHz, the power flux densities used by S-DAB are compatible with T-DAB, as studied for instance in ECC Report 161.

- Regulatory Option 2 does not preclude the S-DAB application within the band 1467 - 1492 MHz as the S-DAB applications seeks no protection in countries where terrestrial Electronic Communications Services are authorized. 
- Regulatory Option 4 does not preclude the adoption, by CEPT, of a harmonized band plan of 8 x 5 MHz for the purpose of facilitating the standardization, for instance at 3GPP, of certain Electronic Communications Services.

(40) With a few additional modifications, FM50 approuved this draft section 5 as provided in Annex 6.
(41) Italy statement supported by Sweden and Switzerland:

Italy would like to highlight that the frequency band 1479.5 -1492 MHz has experienced a very low level of utilization in Europe by satellite digital audio broadcasting systems in the last 10 years. Moreover, current information related to Satellite Audio Broadcasting application provided in FM PT50 do not provide a sound justification for doubling the current bandwidth of 12.5 MHz allocated by ECC/DEC/(03)(02) as proposed in Regulatory Option 4. Thus, Italy would like to request WG FM guidance on this matter.
(42) The Chairman indicated that section 5 will be introduced at the WGFM so that the latter gives guidance to FM50, as necessary, on these regulatory options and on the way to proceed with these options so as to finalise the draft ECC Report. The group agreed with this approach.
(43) The Chairman thanked Mr Le Dévendec (France) and the drafting group for their work. He indicated that the work is not expected to continue through the ECO Forum. Guidance from WGFM on the regulatory options may however lead to further work on section 5 that could then be carried out through the ECO Forum until the next FM50 meeting.
4. Progress on criteria prioritisation

(44) Mr Westring (Sweden) introduced document FM50(12)040, the report of the activity on the ECO Forum on the criteria prioritisation, indicating in particular that the PMSE community stressed its specific situation in terms of spectrum access loss in the UHF band.

(45) It was agreed that this comment raised by one company on the ECO Forum on prioritisation will be more appropriately considered during the discussion on the “social and economic benefits” criteria.
(46) Mr Dolente (Italy) introduced document FM50(12)037 proposing a methodology to assign a single final mark to each candidate application, capable of encompassing its compliance to all the criteria of evaluation stated prioritisation of the various criteria in three categories.
(47) The binary alternative (0 or 1) for a qualitative information was questioned by Mr Westring (Sweden) and by the DG#4 Coordinator, Mr Donohue (France).
(48) The Chairman proposed that the drafting group on criteria prioritisation meets under the coordination of Mr Westring to make further progress, in particular taking into account the Italian contribution and the comments mentioned above.

(49) FM50 considered the outputs of this drafting group.
(50) A discussion took place on the possibility to agree on the weighting as proposed in the output of the drafting group. The meeting could not reach consensus on this and it was then decided to further work on this issue by correspondence.

(51) It was agreed that Annex 7 will be the basis for the future discussions on the application of the prioritisation that will be held through the ECO Forum until the next FM50 meeting under the coordination of Mr Westring (Sweden).

(52) The Chairman thanked Mr Westring and the drafting group for their work.
5. Work Programme
(53) Mr Le Dévendec (ECO) informed the group on the status of the WP for FM50.
6. Any other business
(54) [There was no any other business.] / [The Chairman indicated that a correspondence activity on section 6 of the draft ECC Report may be initiated under the coordination of Mr Le Dévendec, depending, in alia, on the outcome from WGFM.]
7. Future meeting(s)
(55) The following dates and venues were decided for the subsequent FM50 meetings:
· 22nd (2.00 p.m.) – 25th May 2012, London
· 27th – 29th June, Dublin
· [25th (to be confirmed) – 27th July 2012, SES, The Netherlands, TBC]
· 29th (to be confirmed) – 31st August 2012, location TBD
8. Approval of the minutes of the meeting

(56) [The Minutes were approved by the meeting and are provided in document FM50(12)044].
9. Closure of the meeting

(57) The Chairman expressed his warm thanks to the Italian Administration for the invitation, to the Fondazione Ugo Bordoni for hosting the meeting and the sponsors for supporting the organisation, for the excellent facilities and hospitality provided during the meeting. He also thanked delegates for their active participation in the meeting. He wished all the participants a safe trip back home.
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