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2.
Adoption of the Agenda, Schedule of Work

(1) The WG FM Chairman introduced an updated version of the draft agenda. 

(2) He pointed out that for the current WG FM meeting he had received more than dozen requests for participation on the meeting from organisations who don’t have a MoU or LoU with the CEPT or the ECC. Based on the draft agenda he invited for participation 4 representatives from such organisations with the aim to facilitate resolving of some controversial or new agenda items. 

(3) He also stressed that according to the RoP, WG FM is the forum for administrations and that interested organisations usually should participate within national administrations or through organisations having either an LoU or MoU with CEPT or with the ECC. E.g. from the industrial side ETSI most closely cooperates with WG FM, especially when organisations plan to present to WG FM information in the form of input documents. All contributions from other source organisations are considered by the WG FM only as INFO documents.

5.12 Harmonisation of L- band (1452-1492 MHz) in CEPT 

(1) The Chairman of WG FM recalled that the ECC endorsed the proposal elaborated during the 71st WG FM meeting with regard to the way forward to progress on the subject of the 1452-1492 MHz band. As a consequence, WG FM had to adopt the Terms of Reference for the new Project Team to be established. He mentioned that four contributions had been received by WG FM on this specific work.

(2) Sweden introduced document FM(11)101 proposing to include a certain number of elements to be included in the Terms of Reference, including:

· Review the least restrictive technical conditions for the 1452 to 1492 MHz band enabling terrestrial mobile multimedia systems with the MA02revCO07 plan as a starting point, taking into account: the associated regulatory issues, compatibility with services in adjacent bands and compatibility with applications used outside Europe;

· Study possibilities for PMSE to be used in the frequency band 1452-1492 MHz in combination with a primary application;

· Request, via WG FM, relevant technical studies, if necessary;

· Collect any supplementary information, if needed;

· Propose to the WG FM the most appropriate usage(s) and associated regulatory framework for CEPT;

· Review ECC/DEC/(03)02 and consider review of other ECC Decisions, Recommendations, Reports and other deliverables in its scope, as requested by WG FM.

(3) Norway, supported by Germany, Switzerland, Austria and Denmark, indicated that the first element was limiting too much the scope of the work to be carried out. Italy however noted that the work cannot start from nothing as, as a matter of fact, there is, at least, the Maastricht Agreement that applies to that band. France recalled that the scope of the work is given by document FM(11)062 Annex 18 as the later describes the approach proposed by WG FM to the ECC and was endorsed by the later ECC at its March meeting.

(4) France introduced document FM(11)118 proposing draft ToR for the new Project Team on L band based on the elements given in the document FM(11)062 Annex 18, in particular proposing that the PT carries out an impact analysis.

(5) UK and Norway supported the proposal that an impact analysis should be carried out.

(6) The Chairman of WG FM recalled that it may be necessary to ask confirmation from the ECC that the new PT is authorised to carry out such impact analysis.

(7) Germany introduced document FM(11)119 to include in the ToR of the new Project Team a reference to the overall aim of WG FM which is to manage the work to find a solution which satisfies all the requirements as far as possible. On that basis, Germany proposed that it shall then be required to the Project Team to “propose to the WG FM for the applications not retained to be used in the L band the way how to satisfy that spectrum requirements, as long as not already satisfied by the work of FM45, FM48 and FM49 (PPDR)”.

(8) Sweden, France, Norway and Italy, considering, on the one hand, that it is not appropriate to recall a general aim of WG FM in the ToR of a PT, and on the other hand, that the action proposed is out of the scope of the new PT, opposed this proposal.

(9) Italy introduced document FM(11)120 proposing to include in the ToR of the PT, inter alia, the following elements:

· to focus only on applications compliant with MA02RevCO07;

· to study of the economic and social benefits of the introduction of Mobile Multimedia Services in the 1452-1492 MHz band;

· to study a harmonized band plan for the introduction in this band of terrestrial mobile multimedia services;

· to review of the necessary planning criteria and parameters for the deployment of mobile multimedia services as provided by the MA02revCO07 plan.

(10) The Chairman of WG FM recalled that limiting the investigation of the Project Team would be out of the scope of the task given by the ECC. This was supported by Norway.

(11) After further discussion, the Chairman proposed to settle a drafting group to prepare the draft ToR for the new PT on the basis of the document FM(11)118 from France, taking into account the first bullet of the Swedish proposal without the reference to the Maastricht Agreement and taking into account the proposal from Germany about the overall objective of WG FM. This was agreed by the meeting. The drafting group was also tasked to consider if it were necessary to ask the ECC for the confirmation of the authorisation that the new Project Team carries out an impact analysis.

(12) The proposed draft Terms of References as prepared by the drafting group were then submitted to WG FM for approval. Norway recalled that during the initial discussion, it has objection to the consideration of the criteria “compatibility with the current regulatory framework” as mentioned in the list under the first task of the Project Team. However, recognising that the proposed Terms of Reference are the result of a delicate compromise, Norway withdrew its reservation and accepted the document as it resulted from the drafting group activity.

(13) Sweden and Italy also supported the Terms of Reference as prepared by the drafting group.

(14) Germany mentioned that it still had a similar reservation than the one expressed by Norway and wished, in addition, to have a reference to the overall aim of WG FM to solve the issues also for the applications that will not be retained in the 1452-1492 MHz band after the work of the new Project Team.

(15) With regard to the first issue, the WG FM Chairman asked the meeting if other administrations have a similar reservation than Germany. In the lack of such additional reservation, the WG FM decided not to modify the criteria related to the compatibility with the current regulatory framework.

Statement from Germany:

Germany is of the view that the "compatibility with the current regulatory framework" is not an objective criterion to assess the most appropriate application for the 1452-1492 MHz band, as currently listed in the Terms of Reference of FM PT 50. Instead being information only, in the case of potential consequential activities after the selection of the most appropriate application, such a criterion would privilege some applications in the selection process. This contradicts the open approach endorsed by the ECC at its 27th meeting (see ECC(10)098, section 11.5).

(16) With regard to the second issue, the WG FM Chairman proposed to recall in the meeting Minutes the relevant part of document FM(11)062 Annex 18:

“Finally, the spectrum requirements for the applications not retained to be used in the L band should be recognized and duly considered by WG FM and it will be important that the work of FM45, FM48 and FM49 takes account of this situation.

The overall aim of WG FM is to manage the work to find a solution which satisfies all the requirements as far as possible.”

(17) Finally, WG FM agreed to establish the Project Team 50 on the future use of the 1452-1492 MHz band. WGFM appointed Mr. Deschamps (F) as Chairman (see Annex 05).

(18) With regard to the second task given to the drafting group, the drafting group chairman proposed that the WG FM will ask the ECC to give the authorisation to the Project Team to develop such an impact analysis if FM PT50 sees the need for it, so as to avoid to loose any time taking into account the short time frame during which the work has to be carried out. WG FM endorsed this proposal.

(19) Finally, the first two meetings of the FM PT50 have been scheduled as follow:

· 27-29 July 2011, Copenhagen, Denmark, at the kind invitation of the ECO;

· 20-22 September 2011, Italy, at the kind invitation of the Italian administration.

Annex (FM(11)131_Annex 5)
FM PT 50 - Future use of the 1452 - 1492 MHz band

Terms of Reference for FM PT 50 (May 2011)

Further to a generic inventory of candidate applications for the 1452 - 1492 MHz band, and an initial consideration of the issue, as reported in FM(11)062 Annex 18, the Project Team shall assess, with the support of an impact analysis, which future use(s) of the 1452-1492 MHz band would be the most appropriate for CEPT. 

On the basis of that generic inventory, the Project Team (PT) shall: 

1. identify objective and relevant criteria to assess the impact(s) of an implementation of each possible current and future applications in this band (e.g. economy of scale, compatibility with the current regulatory framework, timeframe for availability of equipment on a large scale, possibility to combine/share with other applications, social and economic benefits, current and planned use of this band within and outside CEPT,…);

2. request, via WGFM, relevant technical studies, if necessary, for in band and adjacent band compatibility;

3. collect any supplementary information which is needed;

4. identify whether further regulatory measures may be required to accommodate candidate applications;

5. assess relevant candidate applications according to approved criteria;

6. compare the different requirements and solutions that emerge from the possible candidates;

7. propose to the WG FM: which future use(s) of the 1452-1492 MHz band would be the most appropriate for CEPT and, if necessary, which associated regulatory framework may need to be developed;

8. propose to the WGFM the development of the least restrictive technical conditions for the application(s) retained, if appropriate;

9. report on progress at WG FM meetings.

The result of the assessment of the future use(s) of the 1452-1492 MHz band impacts the work of application focused project teams, especially FM PT 45, SRD/MG, FM PT PPDR and FM PT 48. These other project teams will not consider the band 1452-1492 MHz for the applications under their mandates, pending the result of this project team.

Consequently, this project team is invited to cooperate and to liaise as appropriate with other working groups and project teams within ECC, especially with the above mentioned PTs. If the band 1452-1492 MHz appears not to be retained for a particular application, the PT responsible for that application should be informed as soon as possible.

The PT may also liaise with other groups and organisations (e.g. ETSI, EBU,…) as authorised by WG FM with the particular aim to collect information and to gather broader support for the work.

The project team shall provide a draft skeleton on the way forward for the WG FM meeting in October 2011, a preliminary report in WG FM in April 2012 and a final report in WG FM in September 2012.
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