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	Creation of the “RNP Forum”

dedicated to promoting and coordinating the emergence of subscription radio services through harmonised technologies in Europe
Background
Subscription radio has become over the past years a true commercial success in North America, as it today accounts for as many subscribers as any of the leading payTV services in the U.S., with 20+ million subscribers reported in 2010. This success is bound to materialise also in Europe, where dedicated market research repeatedly evidences similar market prospects than in the US. With it, significant economic value and social benefit is expected to be created in Europe, along with the emergence of a new and innovative form of radio, complementary to free-to-air services.

The European market being multi-cultural, it appeared interesting to promoters
 of subscription radio services to create an opportunity of exchange amongst the various national and pan-European initiatives that are bound to develop in Europe – a Forum – with a view to fostering the development of pay radio services on the basis of harmonized technologies, thereby offering an opportunity for future economies of scale, along with the deployment of home, mobile and vehicular solutions throughout Europe.
Objectives of the RNP Forum

The RNP Forum has been established as a non-profit association, and is dedicated to promoting and coordinating the emergence of national and pan-European subscription radio services in Europe. 

To that end, the statutory objectives of the RNP Forum are:

· to coordinate and take forward the reflection on the conditions of successful introduction of subscription radio services in Europe;
· to contribute to the reflections led by national and European regulatory bodies (CEPT, European Institutions, etc.) when they may have an impact on the development of pay radio services in Europe;
· to coordinate and promote the use of common technologies and solutions for the deployment of subscription radio services in Europe, notably through the issuance of recommendations;

· to promote the cooperation amongst its Members.


� The founding members of the RNP Forum are: Thales Alenia Space, Onde Numérique, Viaccess and Actia Sodielec





