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Introduction

1	The last meeting of WP 5B took place at ITU Headquarters in Geneva, from 13 to 24 June 2011.

Outcome of ITU-R WP5B (13 to 24 June 2011)

2	In relation to the preparation for WRC-12, WP 5B prepared the following: 

· Preliminary draft new Report ITU-R M.[SNAP] - Current usage of RR Appendix 18 of the Radio Regulations for the maritime mobile service to identify a possible solution of Agenda item 1.10 (Resolution 357 (WRC-07));

· Preliminary draft new Recommendation ITU-R M.[500 kHz-16QAM] - Characteristics of a digital system for broadcasting maritime safety and security related information from shore-to-ship in the 500 kHz band;

· Preliminary draft new Report ITU-R M.[Channel compare for App 17] - Consideration on the alternatives of the frequency table in Appendix 17 of the Radio Regulations for the introduction of new digital technologies for the maritime mobile service to identify a possible solution of Agenda item 1.9 (Resolution 351(WRC-07)) Report ITU-R M.[Channel compare for App 17); and

· Liaison statement to International Association of Marine Aids to Navigation and Lighthouse Authorities (IALA) - Spectrum requirements for e-navigation under   WRC-12 Agenda item 1.10 and future WRC Agenda item for e-navigation.

3	As regular work, to be finalized at the November 2011 meeting or to be carried over to the next Study Period, WP 5B prepared the following: 

· Preliminary draft revision to Recommendation ITU-R M.585-5 - Assignment and use of maritime mobile service identities;
 
· Liaison statement to CIRM - Identities for AIS-SART, MOB and EPIRB-AIS;

· Working document toward a preliminary draft new Report ITU-R M.[MAN OVERBOARD SYSTEM] - Specifications, design and use of maritime survivor locating systems and devices (man overboard systems);

· Liaison statement to International Association of Marine Aids to Navigation and Lighthouse Authorities (IALA) regarding Recommendation ITU-R M.1371-4 clarifications on Tx power level for AIS Class B Self Organizing (SO);

· Working document towards a draft new Report on ITU coordination to support a maritime radio communication plan ITU-R M.[COM-COORD] ;

· Working document towards a draft new Report on ITU coordination to support a world wide radio navigation plan ITU-R M.[NAV-COORD];

· Work plan and milestones for consideration of Recommendation ITU-R M.493 "Digital selective-calling system for use in the maritime mobile service";

· Liaison statement to IALA, IMO, CIRM and IEC TC80 on the work plan adopted for revision of Recommendation ITU-R M.493-13; and

· Working document toward a draft new Report M.[EXCHANGE-MARITIME-INFOS] on near real time exchange of maritime domain information.

4	As regular activity, to be considered again in November 2011, WP 5B prepared the following: 

· Consideration for the need for a revision of Recommendation ITU-R M.589-3 - Technical characteristics of methods of data transmission and interference protection for radionavigation services in the frequency bands between 70 and 130 kHz;

· Preliminary draft revision of Recommendation ITU-R M.625-3 - Direct-printing telegraph equipment employing automatic identification in the maritime mobile service;

· Preliminary draft revision of Recommendation ITU-R M.626 - Evaluation of the quality of digital channels in the maritime mobile service;

· Preliminary draft revision of Recommendation ITU-R M.689.2 - International maritime VHF radiotelephone system with automatic facilities based on DSC signalling format;

· Preliminary draft revision of Recommendation ITU-R M.690-1 - Technical characteristics of emergency position-indicating radio beacons (EPIRBs) operating on the carrier frequencies of 121.5 MHz and 243 MHz;

· Preliminary draft revision of Recommendation ITU-R M.693 - Technical characteristics of VHF emergency position-indicating radio beacons using digital selective calling (DSC VHF EPIRB);

· Preliminary draft revision of Recommendation ITU-R M.820 - Use of 9-digit identities for narrow-band direct-printing telegraphy in the maritime mobile service;

· Preliminary draft editorial revision of Recommendation ITU-R M.821-1 - Optional expansion of the digital selective-calling system for use in the maritime mobile service;

· NOC for Recommendation ITU-R M.823-3 - Technical characteristics of differential transmissions for global navigation satellite systems from maritime radio beacons in the frequency band 283.5-315 kHz in Region 1 and 285-325 kHz in Regions 2 and 3;

· NOC for Recommendation ITU-R M.824-3 - Technical parameters of radar beacons (racons);

· Preliminary draft revision to Recommendation ITU-R M.825-3 - Characteristics of a transponder system using digital selective calling techniques for use with vessel traffic services and ship-to-ship identification;

· Preliminary draft editorial revision of Recommendation ITU-R M.1081 - Automatic HF facsimile and data system for maritime mobile users;
 
· Preliminary draft revision of Recommendation ITU-R M.1082-1 - International maritime MF/HF radiotelephone system with aurtomatic facilities based on digital selective calling signalling format;

· Preliminary draft revision of Recommendation ITU-R M.1084-4 - Interim solutions for improved efficiency in the use of the band 156-174 MHz by stations in the maritime mobile service;

· Preliminary draft revision of Recommendation ITU-R M.1173 - Technical characteristics of single-sideband transmitters used in the maritime mobile service for radiotelephony in the bands between 1 605.5 kHz (1 605 kHz Region 2) and 4 000 kHz and between 4 000 kHz and 27 500 kHz;

· Preliminary draft revision of Recommendation ITU-R M.1176 - International maritime MF/HF radiotelephone system with automatic facilities based on digital selective calling signalling format;

· Proposed suppression of Recommendation ITU-R M.1178 - Use of the maritime radionavigation band 283.5-315 kHz (Region 1) and 285-325 kHz (Regions 2 and 3); and

· Draft revision of Report ITU-R M.2172 - Radiolocation service sharing feasibility in the 154-156 MHz bands.

Action requested from the Experts Group

5	The Joint IMO/ITU Experts Group is invited to note the information provided and take action, as appropriate.
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