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Issue: Recognition of foreign ship station licence
Introduction

A Finnish merchant vessel (ms UNTERELBE, call sign OIWP) was stopped for one day by the Port State Control in Hamburg this summer (1st of August). One of the main reasons was that the ship station licence was not signed with personal signature of an administration officer. The licence was automatically (mechanically) signed by the licensing system of the granting administration (FICORA). 

The vessel also had two other shortcomings; 
- broken fuse of fire pump
- two ITU publications were not the most current versions.

The master had to consult with FICORA in order to get confirmation of the authenticity and validity of the ship station licence. Confirmation was sent later by email and as far as is known, also accepted by the PSC.

Legal instruments dealing with ship station licence and mandatory publications
The ITU Radio Regulations deal with ship station (and aircraft station) licence in several places;

· Art 18: licence requirement

· AP 16: licence requirement, requirement of ITU publications

· Rec 7: Standard form of ship station licence, principles for formulation

Finnish legislation:

· Radio Act (law): licence requirement

· Act on Electronic Services and Communication in the Public Sector: mechanical signature

· National stipulation of publications onboard a ship

Personal signature of an officer is not required by Finnish legislation nor do the ITU Radio Regulations directly mention it. The RR in its Recommendation 7 only refers to the place, date and authentication by the Administration.

Moreover, Ships radio station license is not part of PSC documentation inspection (With reference to "List of certificates and documents which to the extent applicable should be checked during the inspection"). It is a different issue, whether licence control should be in this list or not.
Discussion
FM46 or CEPT in general is certainly not the right area to evaluate Port State Control actions, therefore this could be left aside, but as FM46 has often dealt with licensing, Finland would like to know how other CEPT administrations consider the signature of the ship station licence. To halt a ship at a foreign port is always rather strong action, especially if the ship is in commercial trade.  

