 

REPORT OF THE 11th MEETING

1
Opening of the meeting 

Mr. Jaap Steenge, Chairman of the Project Team opened the meeting, welcomed the participants to the beautiful city of Tallinn and thanked the Estonian Technical Surveillance Authority of the Republic of Estonia for hosting this 11th FM PT 46 meeting. 

On behalf of the ETSA, Mr. Alo Einla, Head of Frequency Management Department,  welcomed FM PT 46 participants to Tallinn and stated that it was a pleasure for ETSA to host this 11th FM PT 46 meeting. He explained Estonian involvement in maritime radio communications and wished the participants a good stay in Tallinn and a fruitful meeting. 

Apologies were received from mr. Peter Blackhurst from INMARSAT, mr. Christian Rissona from ANFR, mr. Gerlof Osinga from the Radiocommunications Agency Netherlands,  mr. Michel IMART (CETMEF) and of mr. Bjarne Madsen (TDC Denmark).  

The meeting was attended by representatives from Belgium, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Ireland, Norway, Portugal, Romania, The Netherlands, Sweden, the United Kingdom, ECO and ITU.  The list of participants is given in Annex 2.

2
Approval of the agenda

The meeting approved the proposed agenda. The adopted agenda is given in Annex 1. 

The list of documents can be found in the FM PT 46 folder on the ERO server.

3
Report of the 29th meeting of CEPT ECC 

The Chairman informed the meeting on the outcome and of ongoing issues of the last meetings of the ECC as given in doc. PT46(11)029.
A good discussion was held on the ECC conclusion with regard to the ECC TG-5 proposals to restructure the ECC and to the establishment of Forum Groups and its way of working.

4
Amendments to the ECC RoP on Forum Groups
After an extensive debate the meeting concluded that:

- PT 46 is the only group within Europe and CEPT for telecom experts on maritime issues to meet, exchange ideas and carry out certain tasks and that

- it is necessary for the maritime group to continue organizing physical meetings to carry out the tasks and responsibilities as formulated in its RoP;

- the aim of this group is not to mainly to produce deliverables “on a regular basis”, but to ensure a proper medium for debate and, at an CEPT level, to harmonize the Administrations’  positions for maritime fora such as IMO, the Joint IMO/ITU Experts Group, ITU-R WP5B,  ETSI etc.;     

- working solely by electronic means will not lead to more efficiency but earlier to the opposite;
- it is expected that participants will contribute less or not anymore and

- that the interest in participating in the work will decrease the possibility for an European harmonization. For e.g. the work for revision of ERC DEC (99)01 cannot be completed without physical meeting because of the amount of issues that has to be dealt with and it will be quite impossible to cover all items in time through electronic means.
-  it is foreseen that at least 2 physical meetings per year are required to continue the work in an acceptable manner.

5
Action points coming out of the 10th meeting of FM PT 46 

(Istanbul, 29 – 31 March 2011)    

The meeting had an overview on the outcome of the last meeting and the progress on the respective issues were shortly discussed. The report was checked on action points were shortly discussed. Conclusion was that actions points were adequately been taken care for.     

6
Consideration of relevant parts of the 71st meeting of WG FM

The Chairman introduced the report of the 71st meeting of WG FM (doc. PT46 (11)08) and indicated the most interesting parts of relevance for the work of FM PT 46. 

7 IMO related matters

1) Evaluation of the 7th meeting of the Joint IMO/ITU Experts Group
    (London, 13 – 15 September 2011)

The meeting evaluated the outcome of the meeting and concluded that further work is required with regard to the Interim Report of the CG on the Scoping Exercise of the GMDSS as well as with regard to the issues which are the moment tabled for further treatment at ITU-R WP 5B level, such as the revision of ITU-R Rec. M.493-13 on DSC, MOB, PLT etc. 

2) Scoping exercise to establish the need for a review of the elements and procedures of the GMDSS: discussion on elements of importance for CEPT

See the text above. It was felt that further work is required on the issue and participants were invited to further contribute to the work of the CG and to put the issue also on the Agenda of its next meeting. 
3) Evaluation of MSC 89, including discussion on satellite communications requirements for participation in the GMDSS

The report of MSC # 89 was noted and no further action was concluded. 

8
Administrative handling and use of PLBs
It was stated that at present (as the new ECO website was launched per 01.07.2011) the ECO PLB information site can now be accessed via www.cept.org/ecc, then go to Groups ( WF FM ( PT 46 and under deliverables: “Personal Locator Beacons (PLBs) usage in CEPT”.
It was discussed how to attract non-responding Administrations to the previous questionnaire and how to validate present information, as the last update of infomation is already almost 1 year old. 

The meeting agreed to send out two ”reminders”:

1. one to the Administrations which have not replied yet to the questionnaire in order to receive their position with regard to the use and administrative handling of PLBs, including to those who have indicated that their position is still ”pending”; 
2. another to the Administrations included already in the overview to ask them to re-validate the information they have already have provided earlier. 

The ECO agreed to send out both requests. 
9          ITU-R WP 5B matters  

Preparation for the 7th ITU-R WP 5B meeting (Geneva, 13 – 24 June 2011)

1) Implementation of Resolution 355 (WRC-07) 
Concerns were expressed related to: the price of the new Maritime Manual and the fact that the new 2 Volumes are solely sold as a package.  
The meeting concluded that work on the issue has been completed. 

2) Ongoing issues: MOB, M. 493-13, MMSI, APP 18, IALA, APP 17 and others

Present developments were discussed and areas for direct further work were earmarked.
Agreement was reached on further work on MOB and to work for a multi-country proposal to the next WP 5B meeting (see also Agenda item 15) and to active support the work undertaken in WP 5B with regard to proposals for the updating of ITU-R Recommendation M. 585-5 on MMSI (main elements is the Assignments of identities for Handheld VHF transceivers with DSC and GNSS. (details can be found in PT46(11)INFO 061)

3) Preparation for the next meeting of ITU-R WP 5B (Geneva, 8 – 18 November 2011)

Agreement was reached on the further work with regard to MOB and to actively support the work with regard to the revision of ITU-R Recommendation M. 585-5.

10
Status update on SRC and LRC certification within CEPT   

1) Value of “VHF only” radio operator certificate (vis-à-vis the SRC) 
The Chairman introduced doc. PT46(11)038, originating from The Netherlands, in which it was questioned if Administrations are still issueing so called ”VHF only” radio operator certifcates for mainly pleasure craft owners / users who wish to sail on national inland waterways in  parallel to SRC certificates, issued on basis of ERC Recommendation 31-04 on ‘the harmonised CEPT examination procedures for the Short Range Certificate (SRC) for non-SOLAS vessels’.

Questions that were put on the table were: 

1. what is the present value of this ”VHF only” certificate vis-a-vis the SRC? and

2. are Administrations issueing ”VHF only” certificates and SRC in parallel?
It was noted that, among the Administrations attending the meeting, only The Netherlands, Romania, France and Austria are still issuing “VHF only” certificates, but just for Inland waterways usage only. In Romania the VHF only certificates are not accepted in so called “maritime national waters”.  In Belgium the “VHF only” certificate is still issued and valid for seagoing vessels. It is foreseen to change this in the near future. 
Other Administrations present stated that they don’t issue VHF only certificates anymore.

It was also noted that the “VHF only” certificates, which are issued in the past, remain their validity, but they are not issued anymore.

General conclusion is that there is no future anymore for the “VHF only” certificate as most of the other Administrations only are issuing SRC nowadays.
2) Training requirements for the SRC and the LRC

It was concluded that PT46 should co-ordinate previous working papers submitted on the topic of a guidance to assist administrations on the practical implementation of the short range certificate SRC course.   It was further agreed that the group should work to produce such a guidance document, which will be non-binding but suggest a framework that can assist in the operation of the SRC course process. 
The chairman invited a number of administrations with an interest in the topic to participate in this work, the following administrations indicated an interest, Finland, Germany, Ireland, Norway, Roumania, and the United Kingdom.  The Chair requested Ireland to assist in co-ordinating the work of the group.   The terms of reference are to review previous working papers on this topic and circulate draft papers to solicit input and formulate an output for the next FM46 meeting.  To carry out this work with reference to the following recommendations ERC/REC/31/04 and ECC/REC/10/03.

11      
EU issues 

1) Evaluation of the R&TTE Directive

The meeting noted doc. PT46(11)039, being a proposal for TCAM to modify Decision 2004/71/EC, as it was not completely clear if this EC Decision fullfilled the aim for which it was meant. 
It was questioned if the proposals of the Commission would serve the purpose as it stated in  Article 2 that: 
“ Radio equipment falling within the scope of this Decision, as specified in Article 1, shall be designed so as to ensure correct functioning under exposure to a marine environment, meet the operational requirements of the GMDSS applicable to non-SOLAS vessels, in accordance with the relevant provisions of the International Maritime Organization (IMO), and provide clear and robust communications with a high degree of fidelity of the analogue or digital communications link.” 
Especially the part “operational requirements of the GMDSS applicable to non-SOLAS vessels”  might raise questions now or in the near future as it remains rather vague.

It was noted that it would be recommendable for Administrations, participating in TCAM, to raise this point.
2) Outcome of the 35th meeting of the RSC and of the 24th meeting of the RSPG

The Chairman introduced doc’s PT46(11)Info 48 and 49, containing Reports of the last meetings of the RSPG and of the RSC. The information was noted by the meeting.

12
ECC and WG FM related matters

1) update of the ECA Table

The Chairman informed the meeting on the outcome of the discussions within WG FM with regard to the continuation and the regular update of the ECA Table. 

Main conclusions can also be found in doc. PT46(11)029. 

2) information in EFIS related to ‘Maritime’

The meeting and decided to send a Liaison Statement to the EFIS/MG with its findings. 

The Liaison Statement on elements related to ‘Maritime’ in EFIS and the PT 46 findings have been sent to the Chair of the EFIS MG (see doc. PT46(11)INFO 08).

The Chair of the EFIS/MG informed the meeting that they will consider the LS in its next meeting. (Prague, 21 – 22 September 2011).
3) List of ERC / ECC Decisions to be reviewed

The meeting noted doc. PT46(11)34 and concluded that for the time being no further work has to be undertaken. 
4) List of active ERC – ECC Recommendations

The meeting noted doc. PT46(11)05 containing ERC Recommendation T/R 32-02 on “Frequencies to be used by on-board communication stations”.

After a debate the meeting it was agreed to propose WGFM to retain the Rec. 

It was agreed also agreed to have an investigation on the necessity to retain or to delete ERC Recommendation 31-06.

13
Licensing issues / the use of the maritime VHF band within CEPT

Developments with regard to the future use of APP 18 were discussed and it was agreed to closely follow the issue and to come back on this if required. 

With regard to doc. PT46(11)040, submitted by Finland, the meeting discussed the issue and advised the Finnish delegation to address the issue also at the level of the Paris MoU. 

14       Work programme

The Chairman introduced doc. PT46(11)031, containing the WGFM Work programme. 

It was agreed to bring more focus into the PT 46 Work programme and hereto doc. TEMP 1 was developed and further completed. Also an additional column “Expected output” was added to emphasize more clarity on envisaged outcome of discussions. 
(doc. TEMP 1 has been transferred into Annex 4 to this Report)
15
Discussion on the developments with regard to Man Over Board Alert Systems

The meeting discussed present developments and papers on the issue and some elements for further work were earmarked. 

Mr. Steve Austin (MCGA UK) agreed to further work on the issue and to produce a concrete proposal on how to proceed. He finally will submit  the document, taking into account the comments made (hopefully as a multi-country proposal) to the next ITU-R WP 5B, scheduled for 8 – 18 November 2011. Deadline for submission to the next WP 5B meeting is 1 November 2011.

The Chairman will receive the envisaged WP 5B contribution by 15 October at the latest and will ask PT 46 members if they are in a position to co-sign the document.

Action: all

16
WamBlee W400 and W410 rescue devices

The Chairman introduced doc’s PT46(11)028 , containing information on Wamblee’s 

products and on the acceptance of them by different CEPT administrations.  

With regard to the W400

This systems doesn’t make use of GMDSS frequencies, so from an FM PT 46 point of view no real concerns were expressed with regard to the putting into use of the W400 device. Wamblee stated that confirmed that the W400 the emission power is set for 100 mW and it is the same used in the ELT devices, according to ICAO indications (through the Technical Standard Order).

With regard to the W410

Some Administrations present expressed severe difficulty with regard to the fact that the

W410  is using GMDSS frequency spectrum (Ch. 16 & Ch. 70) which might impact the integrity of the GMDSS. Therefore, Administrations are still investigating if MMSIs should be issued and assigned to these devices. Other Administrations reported that they had not been approached by WamBlee yet to accept the W400 and the W410 devices.

17
Possible sales ban for certain Distress Alert Equipment using the maritime VHF band Channel 16 and Channel 70

Sweden presented the paper, known as doc PT46(11)032, on the R&TTE/ADCO meeting. Another very comprehensive document was also presented by UK and a positive discussion on the various aspects on MOB devices. Unfortunately there were  not too many delegates that contributed in the discussion.

 

Sweden is said to suffer from a translation error in the Swedish issue of the R&TTE regulations which somewhat limits their ability to act with sales bans or other actions.
 

Work is ongoing to sort out the translation error and Sweden also waits to see what other actions within CEPT or R&TTE that will develop.

 

Meanwhile Sweden plans to inform about the functional shortcomings and potential harmful disturbances to GMDSS when those improper MOB-devices are used, through national boat organizations. If/when it shows up on the market they will examine it and if there is a risk for harmful disturbance on the GMDSS frequencies, they will attempt to force a sales ban.

 
18
Revision of ERC DEC(99)01 on the harmonised examination syllabi for the GOC and the ROC

The coordinator of the “Ad Hoc Group on the review of ERC/DEC(99)01” (AHG) shortly reported on the work done so far. 

The coordinator (Mr Calinciuc) proposed to extend the period for the revision slightly for reason of a personal nature. The meeting agreed to this and it was also concluded to address elements for revision to the next PT 46 meeting in Plenary and to continue work in the AHG after WRC-12. 
19
On board communications 
The issue was tabled at a previous meeting by the Belgium Administration and no new developments were noted. 
20
Liaison with RTCM

Chairman referenced document PT46(10)Info 046. The meeting noted the RTCM update on the U.S. regulatory developments. 

21
Medium / long term Monitoring requirements for Maritime radiocommunications

The meeting noted doc. PT46(11)025 Rev 1, containing the ECO Letter on Eliminating illegal broadcasting on maritime distress frequencies in the 6 MHz band, as adopted by the last WGFM meeting and sent out by the Director of the ECO. 

He informed the meeting also on the first results of the FM PT 22 Monitoring campaign on some bands in the 2, 4 and 8 MHz range. Information on this is contained in doc. PT46(11)043. Due to the late arrival of the document, the meeting could not conclude on the issue and further work was agreed. The chairman agreed to contact the PT 22 chairman in order to investigate if more information would be made available in due time and to request PT 22 to deliver information on the results in the same format as has been done with regard to the 6 MHz Monitoring campaign. 

The German administration expressed its willingness to further study the outcome of the recently held campaign and to come up with proposals on how to proceed. The issue will be addressed at the next meeting.

22
1st Contours of a draft Report on present and future developments in the field of maritime radio communications

The meeting agreed to come to a (draft) Report on present and future developments in the field of maritime radio communications, of which an outline can be found in doc. PT46(11)031. 
A further completed draft Report will be discussed at the next meeting.

23
Update of activities in ETSI TG 26

Mr. Steve Austin (MCGA) informed the meeting on the outcome of the last ETSI TG26 meeting, which is given in doc. PT46(11)INFO 051.

The meeting had an interesting debate on the Draft ETSI EN 300 338-6, part 6: Generic access protocol for devices transmitting on GMDSS frequencies using Digital Selective Calling (DSC) or other types of transmission, as given in doc. PT46(11)023. 
The meeting found that the ETSI work on the issue should be in parallel with developments in other for a, such as ITU-R and IMO, and not conclude on the issue before that work was finalized. 

The meeting agreed to send a Liaison Statement to ETSI to stress the PT 46 findings. 
(see Annex 3 to this Report)
24       Developments within ECO

Doc. PT46(11)068, containing the ECC Newsletter of June 2011 was noted.

25
Registration, certification and use of EPIRBs
The chairman introduced doc. PT46(11)036, submitted by The Netherlands, which focusses on the registration , certifications and use of EPIRBs within CEPT.  Main element is whether Administrations allow the use of “stand alone” EPIRBs and under which conditions. The doc. also contains a Table on the issue, which was completed during the meeting and which shows the different policies of Administrations on the issue. See also doc. PT46(11)036 Rev 1.

Also doc. PT46(11)042, originating from the ECO, on the same topic was addressed. General conclusion is that when Administrations allow the use of “stand alone” EPIRBs most of them require a certificate on the minimum level of SRC.  

26
Market surveillance within Norway on maritime communications equipment for non-SOLAS and SOLAS vessels

Mr. Trond Jensen (Norway) shortly addressed doc. PT46(10)069, originating from NPT and dealing with results of market surveillance in Norway regarding maritime radio equipments launched according to the R&TTE directive.  

The meeting noted that the conclusions should be addressed to the Commission (TCAM?) in order to create any favourable follow up on the topic. Individual EU Administrations have no legal means to ban the equipment, addressed in the Norwegian document, from the market.
It was also suggested to bring the outcome of the Norwegian survey to the attention of RA-1 on Market Surveillance and Enforcement.

27
Developments within IALA and the IALA Maritime Radio Communications Plan

Relevant input documents on developments within IALA were noted. 

28
Proliferation of PLT equipment and its possible impact on maritime radio communications 

The chairman introduced relevant documents on the issue, mainly originating from work done in WP 1A. The discussion on the issue was focussed on doc. PT46(11)INFO 069, containing a draft European Standard / prEN 50561 on PLT, operating between 1,6065 and 470 MHz. 

The meeting noted with concern the prEN and especially its possible impact on maritime radiocommunications, including the continued usability of the maritime distress frequencies.
The German administration (mr. Alexander Schwarz) agreed to study the issue more in detail and to come up with proposals for the next meeting on how to proceed.  
28.1
Implementation of the Bridge Navigational Watch Alarm System (BNWAS)

The chairman introduced some basic information on the issue and noted that a UK based manufacturer (www.gentay.co.uk) intends to introduce PLT broadband systems to be used on ships. 

It was agreed to look further into the issue and to decide on any follow up at the next meeting.

Question remains: can PLT be a means for implementation of the BNWAS on board vessels?

29
Password protection of documents

The chairman introduced the issue and mrs. Have, the ECO representative, introduced the elements of the new ECO website.

After a debate on the concerns, raised by some delegates at the previous meeting, it was concluded that no further discussion on the issue was required. 

30
A.O.B.


( draft new ECC Report on outdoor GNSS pseudolites

( US Coastguard Marine Safety Alert on “Dangers associated with automatic channel switching on Digital Selective Calling (DSC) equipped marine radios”

( IEC/TC 80: INMARSAT FB500 ship earth station requirements

( INMARSAT: voice distress service on Fleetbroadband

Due to lack of time it was decided to carry these items forward to the next meeting. 

31       Preview on the Agenda of the 12th FM PT 46 meeting

It was discussed whether a next meeting this year was required and the conclusion was positive. Several elements for further work were earmarked. 

32
Dates and places of next meetings 

The 12th meeting of FM PT 46 has been scheduled for 13 + 14 December 2011.
Venue: ECO, Copenhagen
2012

Further meetings were scheduled for:

March, 7 – 8, venue [ Hamburg ] , shortly before IMO COMSAR 16
September 2012, 4 – 6 , venue: Malta , before the 8th meeting of the Joint IMO/ITU Experts Group and WP 5B
33  
Closure

On behalf of the group the Chairman thanked the Estonian Technical Surveillance Authority for its hospitality and the excellent meeting facilities and arrangements provided.

He then wished the participants a safe journey home. 
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