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Input document

Subject: 	Ireland would like to draw the attention of the Maritime Forum Group members to the speed of location of EPIRB and PLB equipment. 
Given that on non-convention vessels such as small fishing vessels are fitted,  with only VHF radiotelephone and EPIRB.   The EPIRB is often the only means of radio location available.
Background;	There are two methods of COSPAS SARSAT detection LEOSAR and GEOSAR , LEOSAR relies on doppler homing and may take a long time (in extreme cases 1 to 2 hours)to detect an exact position.  This is not a problem if the vessel is fitted with DSC, sat-com or AIS as the position can be relayed by these methods method’s in addition to EPIRB location.
The GEOSAR satellites rely on decoding of GNSS global navigation satellite system data sent up from the EPIRB, in addition to an ability to calculate Doppler fixes.  The GPS information from the EPIRB gives a far faster position fix, these are often faster 2 to 10 minutes than Doppler fixes.
Ireland has carried out testing of the radio link by testing of PLB equipment with  our LUT and MRCC where a GNSS fitted PLB (operating identically to a GNSS fitted 406 EPIRB and meeting the same COSPAS-SARSAT standards) was detected within 2 to 5 minutes from the west coast of Ireland by MRCC.
The difference in cost is negligible.   Is there some mechanism that might allow us to recommend that all EPIRB or PLB equipment can have an integrated GNSS to enhance location time.

If this is not the appropriate forum perhaps we could consider a liaison statement to ETSI TG26 to consider this.

Thank you for your consideration.
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